
T H E B R I G A N T I A A R C H A E O L O G I C A L P R A C T I C E 

BRITANNIA CHAMBERS 
ISA H O R S L M A R K E T 
BARNARD CASTLE 
COUNTY DURHAM DL12 8LZ 

Telephone/Fax Teesdale (01833) 630125 

(/o3j/t<^H I PA 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL WATCHING BRIEF AT 
WEST VIEW BUNGALOW. SCOTCH CORNER, MIDDLETON TYAS 

NORTH YORKSHIRE 

(NZ 2139 0517) 

NYCC HER 
SNY 
ENY 
CNY 
Parish 
Rec'd 

A report to Mr and Mrs R Spink 

21,IX, 1998 

Percival Turnbull, BA, MIFA, FSA Deborah Walsh, BA AIFA 



ARCHAEOLOGICAL WA TCHING BRIEF A T 
WEST VIEW BUNGALOW, SCOTCH CORNER, MIDDLETON TYAS 

(NZ 2139 0517) 

1 Instructions were received from Mr and Mrs R Spink to conduct an 
archaeological watching brief on land to the west (rear) of West View Bungalow, 
Scotch Comer, Middleton Tyas, North Yorkshire The work was required m 
response to a Planning Condition, in advance of the construction of a large 
extension to the existmg bungalow The watching bnef was camed out by Percival 
Tumbull, of this Practice, on the first of September, 1998 

2 The Scotch Comer area is the site of one of the major road junctions 
of Roman Britain, the actual junction fallmg a httle to the north and west of the 
present roundabout No major Roman settlement developed at Scotch Comer, 
perhaps because of the early establishment of successful settiements at Cattenck 
and Piercebndge, but several features of archaeological mterest are known in the 
immediate area There are several barrows, which might be of prehistonc or of 
Romano-Bntish date, and cropmarks suggestive of settiement features Durmg the 
construction of the Scotch Comer Leisure Centre, for Buron Developments m 
1995, remams of a late Iron Age and Romano=Bntish settiement were recorded 
dunng a watching bnef this site lies 150 metres north-west of West View 
Bungalow 

3 An area measurmg 21 metres north-south by 8 metres was stnpped 
of turf and (in places) asphalt, and then excavated to provide a level base for the 
constmction of the extension On the eastem side, this excavation was limited to a 
depth of around 30 cms, at which level it penetrated the top of the orange-brown 
natural boulder clay The ground nses sharply to the west, and there is a difference 
of over two metres m level between the bungalow and the surface of the caravan 
park immediately to the east for this reason the westem edge of the excavation 
was reduced by as much as 1 9 metres 

4 Throughout the area, natural boulder clay was encountered 
immediately beneath the turf and asphalt surface It appears that much of the site 
has been landscaped, probably quite recentiy (and probably m connection with the 
constmction of the former Crown and Anchor petrol station) the effect of this has 
been to reduce the ground level over most of the site by an amount varymg from a 
few centimetres to 2 metres 

5 The only feature encountered was a modem land dram m the south­
west comer of the site All surfaces and sections were clean and devoid of any 
possible feature or deposit of archaeological mterest 

Percival Tumbull 
22,ix,1998 
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West View Bungalow, 
Scotch Comer 
Location of watching bnef 
Scale 1 2,500 
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