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ARCHAEOLOGICAL INVESTIGATION OF
TEE PR0POSED ROBIN'S CROSS AND PEAT FELL
FIRING RANGES.

1. INTRODUCTION.

An archaeological investigation of the sites of two
prcposed new firing ranges was commissicned by the Ministry
cf Defence Lands Service (North} vrior tc suomission of

clications for Planning Consent. The commissicn was

o3}
'3

received on thne 28th of March, 1993. Trhe Planning Authorizy
is Richmondshire District Ccuncil. Ihe investigation was
commlissioned 1in response tc 2 reguest fror the Countv

Ayrchaeoliogical Officer, whcse advice specified tnat zne

{a; a 'desk-top' study of zvaiizble map zand documentary

(b; non-intrusive field inspection tc locate ard identify

archaeolcgical sites

{ci the formulation of mitigation strategies to provide

accropriate responses to any archzeclogical remains which

might be identified.

2. THE SITES.

tat The zZwc proposed smail-zrms ranges zre situated close

r

te each other c¢on Stainton Mocr, rezr Bellerpy, North

(
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Yorkshire, on the east side ¢f the Grinton-Bellerby road:

they are kncwn respectively as Peat Fell and Robin's Cross.

!p} The immediate surrcundings are &already used for
military training: there is an existing smell-arms range &
few hundred metres to the south-east and the larnc all fzlls

within the Danger Area, to which there is no osutlic access.

The land is unenclosed moor, mostly covered by neather.

c)
The altitude of the proposed new ranges falls between 370
and 400 metres above {rdnance Datum.

3. ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND.

f{a) The general area of this prcposed develcpment falls
within an area of study, ccmprenencing Swalecale and
Wensleydale, investigated over thre past decace by the

University of Sheffield (Cr Ancrew Fleming in associaticn

with Mr Tim Laurie). No intensive fieldwal¥ing is known to
have been carried out over these specific sites, out the
area has @peen Iincludec in preliminary reccrnaissance. No
other archaeological fieldwork in the area is xncwn to have

been undertaken.

{b) The North Yorkshire Sites and M¥onuments Xecord contains
little informaticn reiating to this locality. The area nas,
however, been included in the Royal Comm:ission ¢on Historic
Monuments's Yorkshire Dales Survey: this has invclved thne
clotting {at 1:10,700 scale) c¢if information visinle c¢n

aerial photcgrapns, but nhas not :nvolved field survey in

tnis areza.

410047014
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{c) The area between Swaledale and Wensleydale is known 2o
pe ricn 1n archaeological remains, much ¢i the evidence
surviving as excellently ©preserved, upstanding stcne
featdres on heather-covered rmoorland. z=xtensive linear
fie.d systems oI late-prehistoric date may be traced: they
may De shown to extend onto Stainton Moor anc to ope

asscciated with ring-cairns arnd cther features.

4. SOURCES CONSULTED.

Tre fcllowing resources have Dbeen used in the compilaticn
Oof this report:

‘a) The North Yorkshire Sites and Monuments Record

() VYorkshire Dales Survey overlays cf plotted aerial
pnctograpnic information

i Estate, enclosure and other early mags in the Nortn

nt maps were consulted,

Yoriksnire County Records Ofiice: ei

@]

e
' ranging in date between 1772 and 15%4

{d) Crdnance Survey maps dated 1857, 1914 and 193C
ey Viva voce consu_.tation with T.C._aurie
{f} Unpublished note on Boundary Stcnes of EZllerton Moor by

=.B.Dona‘d.
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5. MAP EVIDENCE.

(a) Nore of the estate maps, enclosure plans ané other

cartographic sources ccnsulted in the County records Office
provided any useful information concerning the =opin's
Cross and Peat Fell sites: the open moorland was gererally
excludec from maps prepared for specific purposes of

estate-managerment, conveyancing, etc..

(b) Early ecitions of the Ordrnance Survey maps are cf more

se 1in recenstructing past land-use in the area c¢f the

o

orcposec new ranges. Specifically, they reveal the presence

of the Belierby Moor Cclliery, already abanconed gy the

First Zciticon c¢f 1287, and described as Ql¢ Ccal Pits. Tne

whole pf this area of moorland, inclucing Staintorn,
Elierton, Preston and Bellerby Moors, is mottled wi.th <the
remains of ola mining {much of it of eignteent:h century
date,;: the mining was both for lead ana for coal, zut the
latter seems to have been more significant in the area
immeciately under consiceration. The Belleroy xcor Cclliery
appears as a croup oI closely-spaced pits, apcut a nundred
in numpber. There is no indication of buildings or of other

M

surface plant associated with the workings. The main

[

concentration 1s in the general area of the prcposed Peat

Fell range, with further 0ld Coal Pits a little to the

north, 1in the area of Ropin's Cross. There is a grea
expanse of o©ld coal workings to the west of the area urder

study.

(c) Lead working in the area under consideraticn s
attestec by the presence of an Clc Hush immeciately to the

e
east c¢f the Beliexby Moor Colliery ana visible on tne First

. . DLS [NORTHI] 10067014
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Fdition map. The nush 1s alignec nearly north-scuth, anc :is
prcbably of eighteenth century date ({(certainly cld by
1857). marked al “old Wuth' pa TAS ap.

{d) Further mineral interests in the area are represented

by the Black Beck (Quarry ({sandstone) shown by the First

Foiticn immed:iately soutnh of the Peat Fell site. This
appears still tc have been a working guarry at the time it
was surveyec. There is anotrher tiny sandstcne guarry tc the
south~east c¢f the 2Zeat rel: range {and iust cutsice tre
provosal), anc an Clc Quarry a short way tc the west cf the

Robin's Cross site.

{e} All maps show the presence immeciately on the ncrth
side of tnhe Rcbin's Cross range of the boundary betweern the
parisnes of Ellerton ancd Staintcen. This boundary has been
constant for as long as recordec and 1s probably of great
antiguity. A regular series cf boundary stones 1is recordec

on the First Ecdition map. Rcbin's Cross marks the

intersection cf a main estate boundary and the road {(itself
probably of mediaeval or earlier cate): it 1s an early
boundary feature and prchably marxs the site of an original

mediaeval boundary cress.

(£) Little evidence fror place-names recorded cn tre early

maps 1s of much use. An exception to this, however, is Feat

Fell. It is well kncwn that peat was extensively cut from

moors all over tre Yorkshire Dales, and that the ccmmon-law

-

Jealously

rignts to <gather this important Iuel were

-

guarced. Pea:z Fell may well have been an area from which
peat was cut, n which case arcraeclogical remains may rave

been disturbed in the process.

91007/013
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{g) The name Coney Bow Hill, which occurs on the north side

cf the Recbin's Cross range, may indicate the former
oresence of an artificial rabbit warren. These were an
iTportant economic rescurce 1in mediaeval times and were
commonly sited on marginzl mooriand (c.i. thecse at
Newbiggin-on-Lune in Westmorland)}: there is no trace,
nowever, of the pillow-mcunds by which they may often ce

recognised.

6. ARCHAEOLOGICAL RECORDS.

(a) There is no useful inferraticrn available in the North
Yorkshire Sites and Mcnuments Record relevant tc the area

of the present proposals.

(b} The Yorkshire Dzies Survey has records of aer:ial
onotographs c¢f the arez, wnich have been plctted cntce
transparencies at 1:10,ICC scale. All of the iInfcrmaticn
recorded relates to industrial archaeoliogy and 1t appears
to correspond satisfactcrily tc¢ that on the early Ordnance
Survey mags. A large excavation, wWith extensive areas cf
spoili-heaps, seems to represent the Biack Beck sandstone
quarry. The open shafts and bell-pzts cf the Bellerby Mocr

Colliery are also recorged.

{c} XNo otrer archaeologica: remains in %the 2area under

censideraticn have been ncted Zuring the fieldwork carried

out 1locally wunder the auspices of t©ne University of
Sheffield.

[f1008/014
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7. FIELD INSPECTION.

{a) The areas were closely inspected on tne ground on the
2ist and 22nd of March, 1995: a total of eight hours was

spent ¢n the field examination.

ib?  All areas were <closely examined, with particular
attention being paid to tne possibilities of minor
variations in relief disclosing potential prehistoric
boundaries and other features. All areas of surface ercsion
were examined for the possibility of surface finds of flint

or other material.

PEAT FELL RANGE.

(c: The area was largely covered by heather, but there was
considerable evidence of recent disturbance, especially by

the digging of large machine-cut ditches.

{d} There was much evidence Zfcr industrial actavity. Some
coliiery shafts or pits could be discerned within the area,
and represent the northern edge of the BRellerpty Moor
Colliery. Those within the proposed range, however, are on
the whole 1ill-preserved and difficult to define. The
important exceptions are largely confined to the southern
fifty metres of the area, and to within 200 metres of the
soutii-western corner: here are several well-defined pits
which correspond closely in appearance to the rmuch larger

numper 1mmediateiy to the south.

G009/014 %
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(e) The area immediztely to the socuth of the propcosed new
range 1S densely covered Dpy industrial workings. The

remains of fne cclliery are very clearly preserved, and a

e excavated area, flanked by extensive spoil-neaps ,

-
al

-

I
Q

must represent the vestiges of the Black Beck Juarry.

/
A

[

) The surface ci the site, particularly of its western
nalf, appeared much disturbed by industrial workings: the
suriace 1s irregular and seems to have been dug over in
many places, presumably in connection with the colliery
worxings. There are zalsc considerabie heaps and spreads of
mining waste, mostly 1irn the Zform ©f bproken snaie. These
nave in places entirely concealed the c¢riginal ground

urface and any features wnich 1t mignt have exhipitea.

{g} Despite close inspection of all likely locations, no
cpbiect of archaeclogiczal interest was recovered.

{n) No trace could be recovered o¢f any feature likely to
represent settlement, agriculture c¢r any other activizy
earlier in date tnan the intensive industrial exploitation
of the mcoor {which seems tc have Dpegun in the eighteenth

century) .

vi) Much of the surviving surface 1s covered with thin
blanxket peat, alrost certainly of fairly recent
develcpment. There is no clear evidence fcr deep or raised
peat pogs: the blanket peat cover 1S over most of the site

no more than 20 centimetres thick, but inscection of ine

sides c¢f recent cutifi~ngs indicated tnat there are areas of

as mucn as a metre ¢f peat in places, especially towarcas

the eastern end <f the site. The peat 1s amorphous and

10107014
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distorted in character, and may have been partiai:ly dried
by the de-watering effects of early industrial delvings
below the water table as well as of recent cuttings.The
s:des of modern cuttings revealed no evidence for buried

archaeologilcal horizons.

!4} All substantizl exposed toulders were examined for cup-
marks or other signs of humarn activity, none of which coulo

be discerned. Most of this surface sione seemed to nave

ﬂ)

( 1

been turned uv to the surface as & result of industrial

o

O e

1

activity in the last two centuries: the rest appears

natural glacizl clitter.
ROBIN'S CROSS RANGE.

(%) The area was covered almost entirely by heather, apar:
from a few small spreads of shale which seem to be cerived
from relativeiy recent distuirbance. This made the Ifine
details of reiief difficult tc estebiish, and part

care was therefore taken to prcoe thoroaghly in tne heather

to look for possible walls, cairns, etc..

(1) There were some minor irreguiarities of relief which
are best seen as smeall spoii-heaps originating in

incdustrial activity peripneral Zc the main complex.

‘m}{ No trace was found cf archaeological features pre-

dating the industrial activity on Tne moor.

(n) Close examination of the limited areas of crface
exposure anc erosicn revealed nc object ¢f archaeologicax

significance.

0O
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{o) Cn the ncrthern p of the area 1is an inscriked
boundary stone, ore of arn interesting sSeries 0 sucn stones

in tne area. They were erectec in the eignhteenth century to

e e B

marx estate boundaries: this examgple s at the centre of

the network, at the junciion of the estates ci Erle Crax,

3 Simon Scrope ano Marmaduke Wyvill. It sits on top of a
small, disturped cairn: cthis cairn is itself propably an

eazrlier boundary marker, but it may well be of early date,

o R e N 5 ez e

i,

and the possibility cannot pe disccunted that it might pbe a

prenistoric cairn later usec as a poundary mark. It apeears

frem M.o.D. plans that this feature would in fact be just

cutside the gpcoundary cf the prooosed site,

{0} The Dblanket peat ccver seen on the Feat Fell rance

apgears to extend zlso cover the Ropbin's Cress range. MNo

evidence for deep peat was noted.

3. DISCUSSION.

{a} There is ro surface evidence for prehistoric activity.
_ There remzins some possipility that tnis might exist on

o
scme part o0f the site puriec Pbelow the Dblanket peat,
ncugn no trace has peen observed in the sides o

tings which hnave ©penetrated <:through the peat. The
location of the sites, w:th regard te natural topegraphic

tors, <does noT sSTrong.y Sucgest settiement, but the

presence of elements of 2rcnze Age co-axial field systems

3
®
3
W
’.l.
o]
0)
£

slight possibil:-ty.

bl
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(b} The potential of the peat (which to some degree covers
both sites) tc produce important palynological evidence is

low. .

(c) The main archaeological significance of the sites is in
relation to industriail remains, especially of part of the
Belierby Moor «colliery. Most of the physical evidence
within the areas of the proposais is already damaged or is
otherwise of poor cuality. Only &a singie activity {the
extraction of raw materials) is evinced, and this fact
further reduces the valiue of the remains. Remains of early

coal mining are abundant in the region.

(d) The most significant remains are those of the well-
preserved coal pits on <tne scuth ecdge of the Peat rfell
range: it is however unders:zood that damage to these during

the construction and use c¢f zhe range would be minimai.

(e} The boundary-stone on the north side of thne Ropin's
Cross range 1is an important historical feature, the wvalue
of which is further enhancec by its inscrigtion and oy its
association with other ©rcundary markers in the area.
Although it is strictly ouzside the area of the proposal,
it is felt that steps srouid re taken tToO ensure tne
preservation cf this monument, not least during the period

of contractors' ogerations.

9. RECOMMENDATIONS.

(a) The bcundary stone to tne ncrth cf the Robin's Cross

range should be fenced-off tc protec:t it curing the perioo

10137014
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of contractors' orerations.

of its being damaged during t

1

pe suitably screened.

1

{b! A detailed rphotograrhic

o}
should be made.

!

‘c) A Dpbasic record,

orhotographs, should be made
the southern edge o the Peat
(d; should

monitoring

Arrangements
of constructio

carticularly in view

surv.=ving under the

reconmmendation in Section 4,24

Assessment

consisting

ce

of T

DLS [NORTH]

Should there remain any chance

he use of the range, it should

record of the Dboundary stone

of a plan suprlemented by

of the industrial features on

Fell range.

made for archaeological

n ard landscaring wOorks,

he possibility of features

and ir line witn the

the Etnvironmental Impgact
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