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6 STONEBRIDGEGATE 
RIPON 
NORTH YORKSHIRE 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL INVESTIGATION 
APRIL 1992 

INTRODUCTION: 

During A p r i l 1992 a team of a r c h a e o l o g i s t s were c a l l e d i n by 
Mr.C.Ekin, B u i l d i n g Services to monitor a l l ground disturbance 
a s s o c i a t e d with the d e m o l i t i o n of a pre f a b r i c a t e d b u i l d i n g and 
to excavate two 2 metre square t r a i l holes i n advance of the 
excavation of foundations f o r the proposed development. 
The a r c h a e o l o g i s t worked to the approved scheme of works set down 
by Mr.K.J.Gale on 26th March 1992. 
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BACKGROUND STUDY: 
INTRODUCTION - HISTORY 

Ripon i s one of the e a r l i e s t documented towns i n North Yorkshire 
and with i t s Saxon monastery and pre-Conquest urban t r a d i t i o n s 
i t i s of r e g i o n a l , i f not n a t i o n a l , importance. Bede records 
t h a t i n c. 657 a monastery was founded here by Eata and was 
granted 30 households which were already i n exist e n c e . The 
o r i g i n s of the settlement at Ripon may date back to the 5th 
Century or even e a r l i e r i n t o the Roman period, though evidence 
f o r Roman occupation i s sketchy. Eata's foundation was r e ­
es t a b l i s h e d by W i l f r i d i n c. 670, who b u i l t at l e a s t one church, 
p o s s i b l y two, and accompanying e c c l e s i a s t i c a l b u i l d i n g s i n Ripon 
which formed thejvbasis of the l a t e r medieval r e l i g i o u s centre i n 
the town. 
The lay settlement at Ripon seems to have f l o u r i s h e d i n the Saxon 
period, and t r a d i t i o n a l l y Ripon was granted municipal r i g h t s and 
p r i v i l e g e s i n 886. The post-Conquest town expanded a l s o and 
became the centre of a t h r i v i n g woollen i n d u s t r y i n the medieval 
period. 

SAXON AND MEDIEVAL SETTLEMENT 

The p o s i t i o n of the settlement mentioned by Bede i s not known, 
nor i s the s i t e of the e a r l i e s t monastic establishment f i x e d with 
any c e r t a i n t y . The cr y p t of the present Minster i s of the Saxon 
period, and i s g e n e r a l l y regarded as being a s u r v i v i n g p a r t of 
W i l f r i d ' s church. However, the s i t e of Ladykirk, on St Marygate 
to the north of the Mins t e r , a l s o has very e a r l y a s s o c i a t i o n s 
and i t has been p o s t u l a t e d t h a t e i t h e r Eata's or W i l f r i d ' s , or 
even both, monasteries were here. The Chapel of St Mary, 
mentioned i n 1228, may be the same as Ladykirk, and Leland i n 
1546 saw 'exceedingly ancient' work w i t h i n the f a b r i c of 
Lady k i f k . 

- 2 -



6 STONEBRIDGEGATE 
RIPON 
NORTH YORKSHIRE 

Excavations at the Old Deanery and Deanery Gardens, adjacent to 
the s i t e of St Mary's Church, revealed medieval, p o s s i b l y 12th 
Century, timber b u i l d i n g s as we l l as l a t e r s t r u c t u r e s and 
medieval inhumations, and a l s o a de m o l i t i o n l a y e r below medieval 
cobbles which contained a 7th Century brooch and may have been 
from a pre-Conquest s t r u c t u r e . There have been numerous f i n d s 
of Saxon m a t e r i a l from Ripon, i n c l u d i n g coins, combs and'cross 
fragments, and these are mainly concentrated i n the area t o the 
east and north of the present Minster. 

A document of 1228 gives the crossroads of Stonebridgegate and 
Al l h a l l o w g a t e as the centre of the town of Ripon; befoi^e the 
development of the Market Place area. Stonebridgegate, a l s o 
c a l l e d Heregate, i s r e f e r r e d to as a r o y a l road, and seems to 
have been one of the most important s t r e e t s of the e a r l y -town. 
Settlement was concentrated i n the area north.of the monastery 
p r e c i n c t i n St Marygate and Stonebridgegate and that t h i s i s 
l i k e l y to r e f l e c t the pre-Conquest area of settlement i s backed 
up by the f i n d s of pre-Conquest objects i n the area. 
Whether occupation continued uninterrupted i n t h i s part of the 
town throughout the medieval period i s unknown. I t i s p o s s i b l e 
that as the new. centre to the west around the Market Place was 
developed, the Stonebridgegate/St Marygate area became a 
backwater. There may then have been expansion back i n t o the 
area i n the 15th Century as the town developed with the growth 
of the woollen trade. 
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PREVIOUS EXCAVATION WITHIN RIPON; 

There have been a number of small s c a l e excavations i n the town, 
but u n f o r t u n a t e l y the p u b l i c a t i o n record i s not good and evidence 
of what has been found i s r a t h e r sketchy. 
A number of f i n d s of p r e h i s t o r i c m a t e r i a l are recorded from 
Ripon, but the p r e c i s e l o c a t i o n of most of these i s unknown. 
There are a l s o reported f i n d s of Roman matjerial, notably tesserae 
from A i l e y H i l l and from Ladykirk. No Rom.an s t r u c t u r e s are 
known, by.t i t i s p o s s i b l e t h a t the settle,ment has i t s o r i g i n s i n 
the Roman pe r i o d as a staging post or small c i v i l settlement. 
The most commonly recorded f i n d s i n jRipon are graves, a l l 
apparently C h r i s t i a n and asso c i a t e d with several d i f f e r e n t 
cemeteries. A i l e y H i l l , t r a d i t i o n a l l y .viewed as a barrow or 
motte, proved on excavation to be a na t u r a l mound but contained 
a number of b u r i a l s . A gravel p i t on A l l h a l l o w g a t e near the 
supposed s i t e of a church contained numerous" skeletons, one 
i n t e r r e d with a cross. There were b u r i a l s under the s i t e of 
Morrisons supermarket. 
Excavations at Ladykirk i n 1955 found pairt of a cemetery as we l l 
as a medieval tenement and 19th Century- rubbish p i t s . A 1963 
excavation f u r t h e r south near Low St Agnesgate revealed a 
co n t i n u a t i o n of'-the same cemetery and medieval s t r u c t u r e s d a t i n g 
from the 12th to the 15th Century. 
The Old Deanery was excavated i n 1975 and revealed more b u r i a l s , 
a s s o c i a t e d with e i t h e r the Minster or Ladykirk, with 12th Century 
timber b u i l d i n g s and an e a r l y 14th Century stone b u i l d i n g . 
Deanery Gardens nearby, excavated i n 1978, als o contained 
inhumations apparently from two differe.nt medieval cemeteries. 
This s i t e contains the best excavated evidence so f a r recorded 
f o r the pre-Conquest settlement, i n the shape of the 7th Century 
brooch already r e f e r r e d t o , found s t r a t i f i e d i n a l a y e r of mortar 
and stone fragments which lay beneath a cobbled area which was 
i n i t s t u r n cut by several medieval rubbish p i t s . The lower 
l e v e l s of the s i t e contained no po t t e r y which may i n i t s e l f 
i n d i c a t e a pre-Norman date, and the f a c t t h a t some of the p i t s 
contained human s k e l e t a l m a t e r i a l , presumably from e a r l i f e r 
b u r i a l s on the s i t e , a l s o argues f o r a long h i s t o r y f o r the s i t e . 
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6, STONEBRIDGEGATE 

As discussed above, '; the area around the crossroads of 
Stonebridgegate and A l l h a l l o w g a t e may have been the pre-Conquest 
settlement area, and i t : i s mentioned i n the e a r l y medieval p e r i o d 
as the centre of the town. The focus of the town moved westwards 
when the Market Place was developed i n the medieval p e r i o d , but 
there were a number of^; e c c l e s i a s t i c a l foundations i n the area, 
to north, south and west, and there was settlement here by the 
15th Century. ' 
The s i t e was b u i l t up i n the 18th Century amd more r e c e n t l y i t 
was occupied by t e r r a c e d houses u n t i l the 1960's, when they were 
demolished and replaced w i t h a p r e f a b r i c a t e d o f f i c e b u i l d i n g . 
Local t r a d i t i o n has i t t h a t there are considerable deposits of 
made up m a t e r i a l on .:the s i t e , these may w e l l have b u r i e d 
a r c h a e o l o g i c a l deposits deeply. 
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