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1.0

Abstract

An archaeological evaluation was undertaken for Merlin Homes as part of the planning
consent prior to the construction of four residential properties along the Allhallowgate
Jfrontage to the rear of 4 Stonebridgegate, Ripon.

An undisturbed area of 120m’ at the west end of the site was hand cleaned and planned.
Archaeological features consisting mainly of medieval pits were found over most of the
cleaned area. The removal of a garage inspection pit within this area allowed a 1.4 m deep
section to be recorded. This section revealed that these pits were cutting through make up
deposits used to level the ground surface.

Two other trenches were excavated. Trench 2 contained a stratified sequence of medieval
features while Trench 3 contained no features.

One particularly interesting aspect of the site was that despite the depth of archaeological
deposits and the apparent intensive use of the site during the medieval period only 9 pot
sherds were recovered. Despite this, the pottery assemblage as a whole suggested a close
date range for the construction and main use of the site between the late 12" and 14"
centuries.

The dating of this site supported the hypothesis that Stonebridgegate and Allhallowgate were
part of a 12" or 13" century settlement reorganisation.

On-Site Archaeology. November 2000 1
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Figure 1. Site Location (NGR: SE 3154 7140)
Reproduced from the 1985 Ordnance Survey 1:25000 maps with the permission of The Controller of Her Majesty's Stationery Office.
© Crown copyright. OSA Licence No: AL 52132A0001
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2.0

HARGM: 9925 4 Stonebridgegate, Ripon

Excavation Report.

Site Location, Geology, Topography and Land Use

The site was excavated in advance of development on land at the rear of 4 Stonebridgegate,
Ripon, North Yorkshire. The site was situated at the junction of Allhallowgate and

Stonebridgegate, on the northeastern edge of Ripon, at National Grid reference SE 3154 7140.

The site was on a steep hill sloping down to the northeast towards the River Ure. The subsoil

appeared to consist of periglacial sediments and gravels that are characteristic of the drift
geology in the Ripon area.

The site was bounded on its western and northern sides by boundary walls and by number 4
Stonebridgegate to the east. The south side of the site was open to the Allhallowgate street.

Number 4 Stonebridgegate was comprised of 2 buildings, which were possibly part of a late
18® century or more likely 19™ century terrace.

The site until recently had been used as a bus garage consisting of large sheds with shallow
concrete footings. The above ground structures of the garage buildings had been totally
demolished prior to the archaeological evaluation. The site was covered in demolition rubble

that had partially filled in an inspection pit, running parallel with the western boundary wall,
associated with its use as a garage.
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Figure 2. Existing site layout showing trench locations (Scale 1:200)
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