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Report on watgblag brigyl conoogted by H.E.M.C.E. on behalf of
Yorkshire Waleetiseidodeid Fountainsg Fark, near Ripon, N,

Froject name:Harlow Hill Treated Water Main Extension to Ripon.
Contractors: Yorkshire Contracting FPipelines Ltd.
Agent:Yorkshire Water.
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matraes to the norith whers the verage has been szcavabed angd the
dirain partially re-built,

below the present road swfaces, but part of it is visible soms 2O

South of Fountains Road to crest of Skell Valley., North
A AR i 0 e BOOmm .
miclh-tborown olay loam.

Large sandstone boulders in shale. 1400

) Moist, mid-brown/grey sandy olay 2800~ 300Gmm.

At the orest of the north side of the Skell  Valley, the  TH
water main  was taksn throwoh the orest of the hill, bslow  an
cutorop of sandstone. At this point the toftal depth of sxcavation
was 40O50mm. .

1y Top-soil, fturf. Q= S00mm.
2y Friable, mid brown olay  locam with fregusnt pesbbhls  and

sandstone cobble. SO0 - 13F00mm. .
2 Flastic » mid grey bhrown clay. with occasional pebbhls  and
cobblie. 1100 - 2000mm. .

AREA 4., Valley floor, north side of River Skell.

1y Top-soil, twrf. G — FOOmMm.

2 Friable: mid-brown sandy clayv. TOO ~ 14600mm.

Y Friable, mid-brown silty clay 1600~ 2400mm .,
2

3y Flastic, blue grey clay. 2400 — 2F50mm.
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EA S. Valley floor, scuth side of River Skell.
Top-soil, tuwf. 0 -~ 4G50mm.

Friabls, grey brown silty olav. G50~ EEO0mm.

Flastic., mid-dark grey clay, occasiconal pebble inclusions.
2000~ 3500mm .
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A one  procesds further  sowubth to the valley side, laver £
disappears and layer 3 becomss blue grey in colowr, thus

1Y Top-soil, turf. O - 200mm.

2 Flastic, bhlue grey clay. 300~ PGO0mm.

3

Land drains evident in this layer .

y Top-soil, twrf with freguent pebble and cobble. 03o- B00mm.

y Flastic, blue grey clav. SG0 — 13500mm.

¥ Mived deposit of blue grey clay and shale. 1TEO0 —~ 180Omm.

he clay deposits in layer 2 comprise several narrow bands of
clay upto 300mm. thick, divided by black/ dark brown humic
material. These humic deposits are very thin, approximately lmm.
arming a "skin” on the underside of the clay layers and piabably
illustrate several phases of peri-glacial activity.
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Half-way up the valley side is a break of
horizontal sandstone shelf, unto 1000mm. desp.
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43 Loose light brown grey gritty sand with 104 pebbie i) .
. grit e
1AS0 —~ 1930mm.
grﬁw L. 1950 ~ 2035
light brown grey lightly gritty to fine =

"handing” effect is a further survival of peErieglacial
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TW main wWasg passed @ath the western part of  the wail arg
follows ths line of to thes fish ponds,  but on tuw weEs t
ide of this track.

1Y Top-soil, turf. O~ 400mm.

2y Friable, light brown sandy clay with occasional pebble. GO
— 1100mm.

3} Friablﬁg mid brown sandy olay with occasional cobble. 1300
1700mm.

The estern. edge of this fisld is marked by a raised hedge o &
Ht()@v bank. To the west of this hedge the nelghbouring i

& much lowsr level, belisved to have besen caused by Mediesva
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Fidge  and fuy
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gut'ﬁ+1mn~ with Yorkshiy ter sstablished that
& TW main should lie adjacent to the esxisting hedge line . to
= wast of the area designated as s Bcocheduled ﬁlulniﬁtn The
nEractors were advised that fthey would only be  permitted Lo
avats a trench of one bucket's widtbth, that is a mazimum of
Omm.. To reduce the damage caused by vehicular movement during
the removal of scil, the contractors wers instructed to place the
zpoil to the side of the trench.

Top-soiling began at the north end of Park Houss, adjlacent to the
medern Field gate. It was immediately apparent that a large area
of cobble lay below the top-soil at a depth of &00mm..

An area of cobble, pebbles and sandstone frags. upte 2350 2 120 «
110mm. extended norihe-south along the trench from the gate way.
The surface was in a friable, grey mid-brown ola . which
bore traces of disturbsnce through root action. T e s Tace
d To% of an arsa 19,70 metres long hw}nnd i9.70 metres

A 9. Fark House Fish Fonds
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biroader the west side of the french,
thinmer it crossed the trench whil

and less cobble.

MNMinetesn metres to the scutbh of this featws, a
cobble served which also crossed
Sight o angil . This featurs was a lingar
O ith smaller pebble in the centre
aide . Etth of livear cobble features ref
o the surface of the sub-soil.

T the sast of the excavated area, adiscent fto the hedgs it
ﬁﬁﬁCihlm to detect canf:nuaflnnq of the two cobble features
latterly describsd above. 3y can still be obhser
ﬁVGtFUulﬂC through the top- gril f turf gontinuing a  line
passes underneath the bedge. Discrete probing through the 1
top-scil established that the cobble f wturea continued into the
field to the west of ths sucavated are
These two alignments of cobble clearly pre-date the exists
hedge.. Theiv..relaticonship to any presumed medieval surface
less clear. The fact that both alignments rest on the sub-sc
and in places protrude through the twf may suggest (but
confirm) that these are early modern Teatur
Botl  featuwres weve of unconsolidated, uneven matsrial
evidence of mortar or other building materials, or evidenoe
post and stake holes. Th must be concluded that these &
are unlikely to have any structural significance. It is
that these +two features indicate hedge lines or divisions wh1rh
Rave now besn superceded:;  or rwd*ﬁ@n+ary fisld draing whiah
draiv ths slopes to the sast of the hedge line.

In general the stratigraphy of Area 9 was as follows:

1y Top-soil, ftwf. G = SO0mm.

2y Friahle light bhrown clay with
1100mm.

2y Friable . mid brown sandy clay with ccocasional oo = 1100
~  LF0O0mm .

The single piece of medieval pottery retriseved from Fark House
has been identified as a jug handle of Novthern Reduced Ware, of
a probable fiftesnth century date,
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gray clay loam, with freguent cobble and
ZO0OMmm .
le, mid brown orangs clay loam, with freguent pebble and

Land dralns &vic FOO - L1 O0mm .

Jd
viable, mid - dark brown clay loam with frecuent pebbile.
1100 - 15600mm.

Sy Flastic, mid grey clav. 1400 - 2300mm.

AREA 13. South facing hill-side to Mo

Me-Not-Wood.

Top—soil, turf. o= S00mm.

Friable, light brown sandy clay loam, with freguent pebble.
1 = 1E00mm .

3y Very waterlogged blus grey clay o 2000mm.

New main runs alongside coriginal main in distuwrbed ground.
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frea of  Monk Wall fo be dismantled for
digmantlied and ryebuilt several times, most
original main was put in placse. The wall is of vough dry-stons

six to seven cours Bigh. Furkt i the west of
area, Monk Wall survives in a state ti

Frecinct Wall.
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11, turf. DO0MmMMm .

i & » Light— mid  brown sandy clay loam, with

shify 1. HOO — 2O00mm.
1

Flastic grey olay. 2000 - B000mm.
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