
ReBort on a 
Y o r k s h i r e Wa*N?f" 
Y o r k s . 

COUNTS PLANNING DEPARTMENT 

13FEBI991 
*='ASS TO 

^Mc I Kn l̂isn Jleritage 

iNlTMtS 

• 
. -i -1-

H . B ., i"! „ C „ 
M i l l Y a r d 
F o u n t a i n s 

i p o n „ 
N= Y o r k s . 

NYCC HER 

SNY _vjlo 
ENY ll-TJl^ 
CNY 
Parish 
Rec'd 

c b f l s y c t e d b^/ Hj;.ijLdji.QjiL.Ej;. SQ b e h a 1 f o f 
If 2 J E e , y D t i i i D s P a r k j . n e a r R iBe .D jL bij. 

Project name:Harlow H i l l Treated Water Main Extension to Ripon. 
Contractor: Yorkshire Contracting Pipelines Ltd. 
AgentsYorkshire Water. 

y 

The w atching 
began on the 
N o V e m b e r , 19 9 0 
F o u n t a i n s P a r k 
a n d e t e n d e d a s 
e f f e c 15 archaeo1oq i ca1 

b r i e f conducted by H . B . M « C coveved 
S ri d A g u s t , .1 990 , a n d c o n t i n u e 

p e r i o d which 
u n t i l 1 2 t h , 

The c o u r s e o f the TW main c r o s s e d the a r e a o f 
(an a r e a to the south—west o f F o u n t a i n s Abbey) 

f a r s o u th as Watergate F£-irm on Watergate Road, I vi 
H.BrM.C. beoan i ei... o r d i no at the po i rtt 

w h e r e t h e T' W m a i n l e f t N a t i o n a 1 T r u s t p r o p e r t y t the ri o r t h o f 
Rookery Wood, c r o s s i n g F o u n t a i n s Road and ent(5ring the w e s t e r n 
G.ke 11 v a i l ey , 

The c o u r s e o f the TW main was to b r i n g i t i n c l o s e p r o x i m i t y to 
one Scheduled Monument-- t h a t o f Park House F i s h Ponds, a group 
of s e v e r a l w e l l p r e s e r v e d f i s h ponds w i t h 
r e l a t e d smoke-house s t r u c t u r e s <Area 9 on 
d i aqram). 

One p i e c e o f M e d i e v a l p o t t e r y was r e c o v e r e d -
Area 9 - but a p a r t from t h i s one p i e c e o f 
o b j e c t s o f a r c h a e o l o g i c a l importance werre ob" 

s o m e 
t h e 

e V i d e n c e o f 
accompany i ng 

- a jug handle f'rom 
p o 11 e r y n o o t t'l e r 

erved» D e p o s i t s o f 
p o s s i b l e s i g n i f i c a n c e to the a r c h a e o l o g i s t were r e c o r d e d a t Park 
House and w i l l be r e f e r r e d to below (see pages 3 and 4 ) 

In view o f the g e n e r a l absence o f a r c h a e o l o g i c a l d e p o s i t s , the 
ta u 1 k o f t h i s r e? p o r t c o n s i s t s o f t o p o g r a p h i c a n d g e o 1 o g i c a. 1 
i n f o r m a t i o n d e r i v e d from o b s e r v a t i o n s o f the open p i p e t r e n c h . I 
h a V e d i v i d e d t ti e c o u r s e o f t h e TI 
n urn b e r e d f r o m n o r t ti t o s o u t h 5 which 
at the time o f the watching b ' r i e f . 

main i n t o 
appeared to be 

i;-;teen a r e a s 
d i s t i nc t tones 

AREA Fountains Road^. 
Excavated by JCB, No s i g n o f the M e d i e v a l road below the modern 
s u r f acen An ear 1 i e r , modern s u r f ace was observed 3.50mm be 1 ow t h e 
pre s e n t s u r f a c e . At the west s i d e o f the road a l a r g e s t o n e - l i n e d 
d r a i n was ob s e r v e d . T h i s com,nri5ed u n c o n s o l i d a t e d sandstone 
b l o c k s and some l i m e s t o n e a l l o f which appeared to be re - u s e d 
moneistic masonry. I t i s i m p o s s i b l e to g i v e a s p e c i f i c date to 
t h i s f e a t u r e but i t i s l i k e l y to be p o s t - m e d i e v a l . On e x a m i n a t i o n 
the d r a i n was found to be i n good c o n d i t i o n , a l t h o u g h w i t h t o r c h 
l i g h t i t was p o s s i b l e to d i s c e r n some b lockage; s o f mixed 
d e t r i t u s . Of two s i d e w a l l s f o u r c o u r s e s deep, w i t h f l o o r and 
r o o f o f sandstone s l a b s , the d r a i n has ari a p e r t u r e w i d t h o f 
î +SOmm, and a. t o t a l w i d t h o f a p p r o x i m a t e l y 1000mm. The a p e r t u r e 
h e i g h t i s AOOmm. and t o t a l h e i g h t , 850mm. The d r a i n i s 500mm, 



below the p r e s e n t road s u r f a c e , but p a r t of i t i s v i s i b l e some SO 
metres to the n o r t h where the verge has been excava t e d and tt"ie 
d r a i n p a r t i a11y re-b u i 1 1 , 

AREA Sj^ South o f F o u n t a i n s Road to c r e s t o f Skej,], VaUexj^ North 
.§id.e_̂  
1) T o p - s o i l , t u r f . 0 - SOOmm. 
£ ) F r i a b l e , m i d - b r o w n c: 1 a y 1 o a m , S 0 0 - 14 0 0 m m. 
3) Large sandstone b o u l d e r s i n l o o s e c o b b l e and s h a l e . I'+OO -
SSOOmm, 
4 ) M o i s t , m i d - b r o w n / g r e y s a n d y c 1 a y S800 - 3 0 (j m m , 

At the c r e s t of the n o r t h s i d e o f the S k e l l V a l l e y , t he TW 
water main was taken through the cv-est of the h i l l , below ars 
out c r o p o f sandsto n e . At t h i s p o i n t the t o t a l depth of e x c a v a t i o n 

AREA C r e s t o f yaHeyj sj,de to v a i l e d ; f i o o T j ^ 
1) T o p - s o i l , t u r f . 0 - 500mm. 
S) F r i a b l e , mid brown c l a y loam w i t h f r e q u e n t p e b b l e and 
sandstone cobb1e. 500 - 1100mm.. 
3) P l a s t i c , mid grey brown c l a y , w i t h o c c a s i o n a l p e b b l e and 
c o table. 1100 - S000mm,. 

AREA V a i i e ^ ^ f i g g r i n o r t h s i d e o f O i y e r S k e l l ^ ^ 
1) T o p - s o i l , t u r f . 0 - '700mm. 
E) F r i a b l e , mid-brown sandy c l a y . 700 - lAOOmm. 
3) F - r i a b l e , mid-tarown s i l t y c l a y , 1600 - S400mm, 
4) P l a s t i c , b l u e grey c l a y . EAOO - S950mm„ 

AREA 5jj. Vaiigi,/ fie£Lj. s o u t h s i d e o f R i v e r S k g i i ^ , 
1) T o p - s o i l , t u r f . 0 - 450mm. 
5) F r i a b l e , grey brown s i l t y c l a y . 450 - SSOOmm. 
3) P l a s t i c , mid-dark grey c l a y , o c c a s i o n a l p e b b l e i n c l u s i o n s , 
SSOO - 3500mm. 

As one proceeds f u r t h e r s o u th t o the v a l l e y s i d e , l a y e r S 
d i s a p p e a r s and l a y e r 3 becomes b l u e grey i n c o l o u r , thus 
1) T o p - s o i l , t u r f . 0 - SOOmm. 
S) P l a s t i c , b l u e grey c l a y , 300 - EOOOmm. 
Land d r a i n s e v i d e n t i n t h i s l a y e r S, 

AREA 6... Vaile:^^ t i d e to Sawley Rgadji. 
1) T o p - s o i l , t u r f w i t h f r e q u e n t p e b b l e and c o b b l e . 0 - 500mm. 
S> P l a s t i c , b l u e grey c l a y . 500 ~ 1500mm, 
3) Mixed d e p o s i t of b l u e grey c l a y and s h a l e . 1500 - ISOOmm. 
The c l a y d e p o s i t s i n l a y e r S comprise s e v e r a l narrow bands o f 
c l a y upto 300mm. t h i c k , d i v i d e d by b l a c k / dark brown humic 
m a t e r i a l . These humic d e p o s i t s a r e v e r y t h i n , a p p r o x i m a t e l y 1mm. 
form i n g a " s k i n " on the u n d e r s i d e o f the c l a y l a y e r s and p r o b a b l y 
i l l u s t r a t e s e v e r a l phases o f p e r i - g l a c i a l a c t i v i t y . 
Half-way up the v a l l e y s i d e i s a break o f s l o p e , caused by a 
h o r i z o n t a l sandstone s h e l f , upto 1000mm. deep. 

E 



AREA 7ji. Sawley Rgadj^. 
No e v i d e n c e o f Medi e v a l road s u r f a c e . Modern s u r f a c e i s SSOmm. 
deep. A l a r g e c o n n e c t i o n p i t was dug on the south s i d e of t h i s 
road which p r o v i d e d a u s e f u l g e o l o g i c a l s e c t i o n . 
1) Top-so i ^ ^ l , t u r f . 0 - i60mm. 
S) F r i a b l e , mid brown c l a y loam. 160 - 750mm. 
3) F r i a b l e , mid brown c l a y loam w i t h f r e q u e n t c o b b l e and pebble 
i n c l u s i o n s , 750 - ISOOmm, 
4) Loose l i g h t brown grey g r i t t y sand w i t h 10*> peb b l e i n c l u s i o n s . 
1SOO - 1600mm„ 
5) Loose g r a v e l , pea g r i t , , 1600 - 1650mm-. 
6) Same as 4. 1650 - 1950mm, 
7) Loose g r a v e l , 1950 - S050mm. 
S) Loose l i g h t brown grey l i g h t l y g r i t t y to f i n e sand. S050 -
S550mm. 
T h i s "taandinq" e f f e c t i s a f u r t h e r s u r v i v a l o f p e r i - g l a c i a l 
ac t i V i t y . 
AREA Qj_ Sawley Road to Park House F i s h Pgnds_^ 
Although the gate p o s t s on e i t h e r s i d e o f the d r i v e a r e l i s t e d 
s t r u c t u r e s , the Monk Wall a t e i t h e r s i d e o f t h i s e n t r a n c e i s a 
t h o r o u g h l y modern r e - b u i l d , i n c o r p o r a t i n g a v a r i e t y o f s t o n e . The 
TW mciin was passed beneath ttie western p a r t o f the w a l l , and 
follovMS t h e l i n e of the t r a c k to the f i s h ponds, taut on the west 
s i d e o f t h i s t r a c k , 
1) T o p - s o i l , t u r f . 0 - 400mm. 
S) F r i a b l e , l i g h t brown sandy c l a y w i t h o c c a s i o n a l p e b b l e , 400 
- 1100mm. 
3) F r i a b l e , mid brown sandy c l a y w i t h o c c a s i o n a l c o b b l e . 1100 
- 1700mm„ 
The west e r n edge of t h i s f i e l d i s marked by a r a i s e d hedge on a 
stoney bank. To the west o f t h i s hedge the n e i g h b o u r i n g f i e l d i s 
at a much lower l e v e l , b e l i e v e d to have been caused by M e d i e v a l 
q u a r r y i n g , 
Ridqe and f u r r o w s u r v i v e s i n the f i e l d to the e a s t o f the t r a c k 
way r e f e r r e d to above. 

AREA 9^ Park Heyi§ E i s h Fonds_i 
N e g o t i a t i o n s w i t h Y o r k s h i r e Water e s t a b l i s h e d t h a t the l i n e o f 
the TW main s h o u l d l i e a d j a c e n t to the e x i s t i n g hedge l i n e , to 
the e a s t o f the ar e a d e s i g n a t e d As a Scheduled Monument, The 
c o n t r a c t o r s were a d v i s e d t h a t they would o n l y be p e r m i t t e d to 
ex c a v a t e a t r e n c h of one b u c k e t ' s w i d t h , t h a t i s a maximum o f 
ISOOmm., To reduce the damage caused by v e h i c u l a r movement d u r i n g 
the removal o f s o i l , the c o n t r a c t o r s were i n s t r u c t e d to p l a c e the 
s p o i l to the s i d e o f the t r e n c h . 
T o p - s o i l i n g began at the n o r t h end o f Park House, a d j a c e n t to the 
modern f i e l d g a t e . I t was im m e d i a t e l y apparent t h a t a l a r g e a r e a 
of c o b b l e l a y below the t o p - s o i l a t a depth o f 600mm,. 
An a r e a o f c o b b l e , pebble and sandstone f r a g s . upto S50 x ISO x 
110mm, extended n o r t h - s o u t h a l o n g the t r e n c h from the gate v-iay. 
The s u r f a c e was i n a f r i a b l e , grey mid-brown c l a y loam, which 
bore t r a c e s of d i s t u r b a n c e through r o o t a c t i o n . The s t o n e s u r f a c e 
comprised 70yf of an area 19.70 metres long ; beyond 19.70 metres 

3 



the c o b b l e s u r f a c e comprised 50% of ths ar e a exposed, u n t i l 
g r a d u a l l y p e t e r e d out at SS metres from the g a t e . The h e a v i e s t 
c o b b l i n g ' was i n e v i d e n c e a d j a c e n t to the modern g a t e which may 
i n d i c a t e r e c e n t r e - s u r f a c i n g . 
A f t e r b r i e f e x c a v a t i o n and c l e a n i n g i t became apparent t h a t ̂ the 
cobtale s u r f a c e comprised upto t h r e e l a y e r s a t the n o r t h nd, 
becoming p r o g r e s s i v e l y t h i n n e r towards the south,. The s o u t h e r n 
edge o f the s u r f a c e c r o s s e d the t r e n c h d i a g o n a l l y from n o r t h 
e a s t to south - west s u g g e s t i n g t h a t the c o b b l e s u r f a c e e n t e r s 
f" a r k H o u s e f r o m the n o r t h-e as t , 
Twenty two metres to the so u t h o f t h i s s u r f a c e a second c o b b l e 
and pebble f e a t u r e was observed which c r o s s e d the t r e n c h a t r i g h t 
a n g l e s . T h i s f e a t u r e measured 1650mm, ea s t - west. Put was 
broader on the west s i d e of the t r e n c h , becoming p r o g r e s s i v e l y 
t h i n n e r as i t c r o s s e d the t r e n c h w h i l s t c o n t a i n i n g more pebble 
and 1ess cotab1e. 
N i n e t e e n metres to the south o f t h i s f e a t u r e , a t h i r d p e bble and 
c o b b l e f e a t u r e was observed which a l s o c r o s s e d the t r e n c h at 
r i g h t a n g l e s . T h i s f e a t u r e was a l i n e a r d e p o s i t of c o b b l e i n two 
rows, w i t h s m a l l e r pebtale i n the c e n t r e . The f e a t u r e was 1000mm. 
wide. Both o f l i n e a r c o b b l e f e a t u r e s r e f e r r e d to above were l a i d 
on the s u r f a c e of the s u b - s o i l . 
To the e a s t o f the excavate d a r e a , a d j a c e n t to the hedge i t was 
p o s s i b l e to d e t e c t c o n t i n u a t i o n s o f the two c o b b l e f e a t u r e s 
1 a 11 e r 1 y d e s c r i b e d a ta o v e , S e v e r a 1 c ta ta 1 e s c a n s t i l l be o ta s e r v e d 
p r o t r u d i n g through the t o p - s o i l / t u r f c o n t i n u i n g a l i n e which 
passes underneath the hedge. D i s c r e t e p r o b i n g through the t h i n 
t o p - s o i l e s t a b l i s h e d t h a t the c o b b l e f e a t u r e s c o n t i n u e d i n t o the 
f i e l d to the west o f the ex c a v a t e d a r e a . 
These two a l i g n m e n t s o f cobtale c l e a r l y p r e - d a t e the e x i s t i n g 
hedge. T h e i r r e l a t i o n s h i p t o any presumed medieval s u r f a c e i s 
l e s s c l e a r . The f a c t t h a t both a l i g n m e n t s r e s t on the " s u b - s o i l , 
and i n p l a c e s p r o t r u d e through the t u r f may suggest (but not 
c o n f i r m ) t h a t these a re e a r l y modern f e a t u r e s . 
Both f e a t u r e s were o f u n c o n s o l i d a t e d , uneven m a t e r i a l w i t h no 
e v i d e n c e of mortar or o t h e r b u i l d i n g m a t e r i a l s , or e v i d e n c e o f 
post and s t a k e h o l e s . I t must be con c l u d e d t h a t these f e a t u r e s 
a r e u n l i k e l y to have any s t r u c t u r a l s i g n i f i c a n c e . I t i s p o s s i b l e 
t h a t t h e s e two f e a t u r e s i n d i c a t e hedge l i n e s or d i v i s i o n s which 
have now been superceded; or ru d i m e n t a r y f i e l d d r a i n s which 
d r a i n the s l o p e s to the e a s t o f the hedge l i n e . 
Ivi g e n e r a l the s t r a t i g r a p h y o f Area 9 was as f o i lowss 
1) f o p - s o i l , t u r f . 0 - 400mm. 
S) F r i a b l e l i g h t brown sandy c l a y w i t h o c c a s i o n a l p e b b l e . '-lOO -
1100mm, 
3) F r i a b l e , mid brown sandy c l a y w i t h o c c a s i o n a l cobtale. 1100 
- 1700mm. 
The s i n g l e p i e c e o f medieval p o t t e r y r e t r i e v e d from Park House 
has taeen i d e n t i f i e d as a jug handle o f N o r t h e r n Reduced Ware, o f 
a protaable f i f t e e n t h c e n t u r y d a t e , 
AREA Wj^ F i e l d to south of F i s h PgndSiand e a s t o f M e d i e y a i Bank 
and Ditch._ 
1) T o p - s o i l , t u r f , 0 - 50mm, 
S) F r i a t a l e , l i g h t brown sandy c l a y w i t h o c c a s i o n a l p e b b l e , 50 -



1100mm. 
3 > F r i a ti 1 e , m i d ta r o w n s a n cJ y c 1 a y w i t h o c c a s i o n a 1 c o b b 1 e . 110 0 -
17'OOmm. 
4 ) F r e q u e ri t 1 o o s e c o b b 1 e. 17 0 O - S C' 0 0 m m . 
At t h s j u n c t i o n o f a r e a s 9 and 10 i t i s posssible to d i s c e r n the 
e x i s t e n c e of a. t r a c k way which l e a d s to the bank and d i t c h to the 
s o u. t h o f t ki e f i s h p o n d s. T h i s t r a. c k e n t e r s t h e s o u t h s i d e o f P a r It: 
House from the e-ast. To the e a s t of the exc a v a t e d a r e a , at the 
j u n c t i o n of ar e a s 9 and 10 t h i s t r a c k i s v i s i b l e as a sunken way, 
a bank o f which s u r v i v e s at t h i s j u n c t i o n below the e x i s t i n g 
hedge. To p r e s e r v e t h i s landscape f e a t u r e the c o n t r a c t o r s were 
i n s t r u c t e d to t u n n e l underneath i t below s u b - s o i l l e v e l . I f the 
l a r g e cobtale s u r f a c e obse?rved i n area 9 i s a track—way , i t would 
appear t h a t p3.rk House c o u l d be approached a l o n g two track--ways 
l e a d i n g to the n o r t h and sou t h ends o f the s i t e r e s p e c t i v e l y , 
AREA 11^ H i l l s i d e to Broad Oak Wood^ 
1) T o p - s o i l , t u r f . 0 - SOOmm, 
S) F r i a b l e , dark brown grey c l a y loam, w i t h f r e q u e n t c o b b l e and 
r o o t a c t i o n . SOO -- 700mm, 
3) F - r i a b l e , mid brown orange c l a y loam, w i t h f r e q u e n t p e b b l e and 
c o b b l e . Land d r a i n s e v i d e n t , 700 - 1100mm, 
4) F r i a b l e , mid - dark brown c l a y loam w i t h f r e q u e n t p e b b l e , 
1100 - 1600mm. 
5) P l a s t i c , mid grey c l a y , 1600 - S300mm. 

AREA l E i t l i i i toE a d j a c e n t to Dean Wood and F g a i Cote Farmj^ 
New TW main runs a l o n g s i d e o r i g i n a l main i n h e a v i l y d i s t u r b e d 
ground, S t r a t i graphy s i m i l a r to a.rea 11, 

AREA 1 3 . South f a c i n g h i i i - l i d i to Monk W ^ i i j . a d j a c e n t to F o r g e t -
dezNotzblogdj^ 
1) T o p - s o i l , t u r f , 0 - SOOmm. 
S) F r i a b l e , l i g h t brown sandy c l a y loam, w i t h f r e q u e n t p e b b l e . 
5r>C) - 1 OCiOmm , 
3 ) V e r y w a t e r1o g g ed b l u e g r ey c1 ay t o S000mm, 
New main runs a l o n g s i d e o r i g i n a l main i n d i s t u r b e d ground. 

AREA 14^ Monk Wal1^ 
Area o f Monk Wall to be d i s m a n t l e d f o r TW main has been 
d i s m a n t l e d and r e b u i l t s e v e r a l t i m e s , most r e c e n t l y when the 
o r i g i n a l main was put i n p l a c e . The w a l l i s o f rough d r y - s t o n e 
c o n s t r u c t i o n , s i x to seven c o u r s e s h i g h . F u r t h e r to the west o f 
the d i s t u r b e d a r e a . Monk Wall s u r v i v e s i n a s t a t e s i m i l a r to t h a t 
of the Abbey P r e c i n c t W a l l , 

AREA 15^ Monk W a l i to h i H bottomj. Watergate Farm^ 
1) T o p - s o i l , t u r f . 0 - SOOmm. 
S) F r i a t a l e , l i g h t - mid brown sandy c l a y loam, w i t h f r e q u e n t 
p e b b l e . 500 - SOOOmm. 
3) P l a s t i c grey c l a y . SOOO - SOOOmm, 
AREA 16_. H i l l s l o p e j . Watergate Farm to Watergate Rc-ad.. 
1) T o p - s o i l , t u r f . 0 - 400mm. 
S) F r i a b l e , l i g h t - mid brown sandy c l a y loam, w i t h f r e q u e n t 



p e b ta ]. e „ 400 - •• 17 0 O m m . 

C o n c i u s i o n 
The s c a r c i t y o f archaeo 1 oqica. 1 rGviTiains over the area siJ.pervised 
i s i r i i t i a l l y s u r o r i s i n q . The e v i d e n c e f'rom F-'ark House s u g g e s t s 
t h a t a r e — m e t a l l e d t r a c k way ap^proaches the s i t e frori, the n o r t h ­
e a s t . This t r a c k i s l i k e l y to be o f Medieval o r i g i n . The n a t u r e 
of t i i e l i n e a r f e a t u r e s must remain i n doubt, excepi" to ccinclude 
t h a t they a r e u n l i k e l y to be o f M e d i e v a l o r i q i r i . However, the 
s c. a r c 11 y o f tt) a t e r i a 1 f r o m F' a. r k H o •..>. s e i 1 1 u s t r a t e ?; t h e f a c t t r* a. t 
the n e g o t i a t i o n s to move and r e s t r i c t the c o u r s e o f the TW main 
had p o s i t i v e , n o n - d e s t r u c t i v e r e s u l t s . G e n e r a l l y , the s c a r c i t y 
of remains s u g g e s t s t h a t the a r e a o f F'ouritaisis Park has always 
been farm l a n d , and may i n f a c t demonstrate t h a t the M e d i e v a l 
g r a n g e 1 a n d s c ape i s s t i l l i n t a c t i n t h i s a r e a, 
Ths s u r v i v a l o f per i-rq 1 ac i a 1 f e a t u r e s i n a r e a s 6 and 7 i n d i spates 
ttie l i k e l y s u r v i v a l o f a r e a s i n the S k e l l v a l l e y E u i t a b l e fcir 
p o l l e n a n a l y s i s and c o r e s a m p l i n g . 
A1 1 f i n d s a n d t h e p h o t o g r a p h i c r e c o r d a r B C U r r e n 11 y h e .1 d a t t l~i e 
H.B.M.C. S i t e o f f i c e . F o u n t a i n s Abbey. 
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