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1 0 Abstract 

A watching bnef at Fairfield, Northallerton was camed out following the excavation of five 
foundation trenches m the back garden of a property owned by Mr George Crow The topsoil 
and subsoil was checked for any loose finds but none were recovered The bottom of the 
foundation trenches revealed a layer of natural sandy gravel, which was checked for any cut 
features but none were visible Although the site lies immediately east of the 11* century, now 
demolished, Bishop's palace and west of Saxon and Norman church remains, no archaeological 
deposits or features were uncovered 
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Figure L Site Location (NGR SE 3665 9400j. 
Reproduced from the 2000 Ordnance Suivey 1:25 000 maps with the permission of The Controller of Her Majesty's Stationer̂ " Ofuĉ  
a Crown copjTOlht OS.\ Licence No AL 52132AOOOI 
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2.0 Site Location, Geology, Topography and Land Use. 

Northallerton is situated in the Vale of Mowbray, 9 miles north of Thirsk, in a gently 
undulating landscape on high ground. The soils of the vale are formed from glacial deposits, 
mainly from the last glaciation period. Thick glacial till blankets the area where well-developed 
ridges of sand and gravel, (eskers) occur and dominate the natural deposits in Northallerton. 

The site is situated just off the high street in Northallerton, immediately east-southeast of the 
present day cemetery of All Samts Church. The proposed development is part of an extension 
to the west of a present bungalow, erected in the 1960s, extending into the back garden of the 
property (see fig.2). The garden is surround by shrubs and trees separating the garden from 
the cemetery. 

Figure 2. Plan showing area monitored during watching brief. (Scale 1:250). 
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3 0 Archaeological Background 

3.1 Iron Age <fe Romano-British (c 600 BC-AD 410). 

The archaeology of Northallerton goes back to the Roman penod where the area had a Roman 
signal station, where the present day railway station is situated, southwest of the site 

3.2 Anglo-Saxon to Medieval (AD 410 - AD 1540). 

The Viking age invasions of the 9* and 10* century are evident in the Romanby area southwest 
of the site 

The oldest remaimng part of the present day All Saints Church is Norman, (the north west 
portion) There is evidence of a stone Saxon church as stone fragments have been recovered 
durmg restorations of the church There is also some evidence of a wooden Saxon church 

To the west of the site where the present day cemetery lies, was the location of the Bishop's 
palace, which was constructed around 1200 It was the moated and fortified palace of the 
Bishop of Durham, and was visited extensively by Monarchs such as King John, Henry III, 
Kings Edward I, Edward 11 and Edward HI The Bishop's palace fell into decay and was 
demolished in 1663, and the stonework was used to restore other buildings in town The moat 
around the Bishop's palace was visible until the mid 19* Century, but has now disappeared 
The site today is the town's cemetery 

On-Stfe Archaeology Ltd March 2003 
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4.0 Methodology. 

The overburden was removed by a Komatsu excavator fitted with a two foot toothless bucket 
down to the level of the subsoil. The exposed surface was investigated for any loose finds. 
Following this five trenches were excavated with a two foot wide bucket down to the level 
where any archaeological features may have been exposed, these were cleaned by hand in order 
to detect any archaeological features revealed through textural or colour changes in the 
deposits. 

Standard On-Site Archaeology techniques were followed throughout the excavation. This 
involved the completion of a context sheet for each deposit or cut encountered, along with 
plans and/or sections drawn to scale. A photographic record of the deposits and features was 
also maintained. 

5.0 Results. 

The topsoil was stripped over an area measuring 12x5 metres immediately west and 
northwest of the existing bungalow. Within this area five 0.80m wide foundation trenches 
were excavated to a depth of 0.86m below the present lawn surface. Two trenches ran in a 
north-south direction, measuring 3 .2m and 12m. The three remaining trenches were orientated 
in an east-west direction and all measured 5 metres. 

The natural consisted of orange brown sand with a high density of rounded and sub-rounded 
pebbles (1002). There was no evidence of any features cut into the natural gravel. Overlymg 
the natural was the subsoil, consisting of very dark brown sandy clay with frequent rounded 
and sub-rounded pebbles, (1001). The topsoil consisted of humus rich blackish brown silty 
clay with frequent 2-5 cm rounded pebbles, (1000). The topsoil and subsoil was checked for 
any finds but none were recovered from the area of excavation. 

6.0 Discussion. 

For the purpose of this watching brief it is clear that within the confines of the area of 
excavation no archaeological deposits or features were present. Though the site Ues within the 
historic area of Northallerton, with evidence of Saxon and Norman occupation in the 
immediate vicinity, the area was completely devoid of any significant finds of pot or other 
datable material. 
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7.0 BibUography. 

http ://www. northallert on-online, co. uk/Historv 

(For historical infonnation). 

http://www.countrvside.gov.uk/cci/vorkshirehumber/024.htm 

(For geological info and location), 

http ://uk2. multimap. com/ map 

(For maps of Northallerton and getting north, maps of Great Britain). 

8.0 Appendix 1 ~ List of Contexts. 

Context Description Extent Depth 
1000 Topsoil; Dart< brownish black silty clay w. frequent rounded pebbles Whole site 0.36 
1001 Subsoil; Dark Brown silty clay w. frequent rounded and subroundedpebt)tes Whole site 0.34 
1002 Natural; Orange brown sand w. frequent rounded and subrounded pet>bles Whole site 0.15 

9.0 Appendix 2 ~ Archive Index. 

9.1 Drawing Register. 

Dwg No Description Scale Date Initials 
1 Location of trendies 150 11-03-03 TK 

9.2 Photographic Register. 

Frame Descriptkxi Scale Date Initials 
Film: Digital 
1 East ^ i n g sednn of Eastem trench 
2 South facing sectk>n of northem trench 
3 Overall shot of area of development (facing SE) 
4 Overall shot of area of devetopment (facing SE) 
5 Overall stiot of area of devek)pment (facing N-NE) 

Im ^^^03^ TK 
Im 11-03-03 TK 

11-03-03 TK 
11-03-03 TK 
11-03-03 TK 
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Plate 1: Overall shot of development area. 
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