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^ 6.0 Discussion. 

WhUst StratigraphicaUy the excavated feamres appear to form two concurrent phases of 
activity, the pottery coUected does not allow these to be securely separated. The dating 

^ suggests that, if two distinct phases are present then they represent occupation of a similar 
date, although it must be remembered that the first of the two phases is represented by only a 
single sherd, m post trench fiU (003). This single sherd may have been deposited during the 
dismantling ofthe earUer stractural phase of activity, the constraction of which possibly dates 
from sUghtly earlier. Given the potential lifespan of medieval timber buildings it would seem 
unlikely that the initial constraction of the earUest phase of occupation could pre-date the 
Norman Conquest. 

The second phase of activity marks a significant change in the use of the site, from the earUer 
stractures, to pits, indicative of an open yard. This yard is likely to have been to the rear of 
buUdings fronting onto the High Stteet and/or Finkle Street. As such, they are best interpreted 
as domestic rabbish pits, with the fragmentary animal bone and oyster sheU hintmg at what may 
have been preserved under more fiivourable conditions. The larger assemblage of pottery 
retrieved from these pits provides a fanly tight date for this phase, placing it in the late 12* to 
early 13* century. This date would imply that the main occupation of the site occurred 
relatively early in the life of the borough. It is notable that although the site lay m an area of 
the town, which continued to thrive throughout the medieval period, the mvestigation 
produced no later pottery, or stratigraphically later feamres, to represem the later 13* to 16* 
cenmries. The absence of later medieval archaeology may suggest that the investigated area 
was no longer an open yard into which rabbish pits could be dug, and that any shaUower 
features or layers of this date have been removed during the constmction of the most recent 
surfaces and services relating to the extant pub. The altemative, that the site laid unoccupied 
from the early 13* century to the 19* century, would appear to be very urdikely. 

7.0 Conclusions 

Although the site had clearly been horizontally trancated, by the constraction of the recent 
concrete surfaces, the bases of medieval feamres survived, cutting mto the namral. Modem 
services had also inflicted a degree of damage on these featiu-es. However, sufGcient remamed 
to provide sigruficam information regarding the development of this part of the early medieval 
town. Due to the limited natme of the groundworks reqiured for this development it has been 
possible to leave elements of the medieval archaeological remams in situ. Sunilar, fragmentary, 
but mformative, remains are likely to survive to the rear of many of the properties frontmg 
medieval streets in the modem town. 
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9.0 Appendix 1 ~ List of Contexts. 

Context Description Extent Depth 

001 mid red brown sandy silt, mod pet>bles, flecks limestone 0.65m+x0.60m+ 0.30m 
002 Single edge of rectangular 7 pit 0.65m+ X 0.eOm+ 0.30m 

003 mid red brown sandy silt, mod fleclcs limestone 0.65m+ X 0.60m+ 0.50m 

004 Linear? Trench, one edge straight, ttie other curved, with circular post hole in 
base, 0.20m in diameter 

0.65m+ X 0.eOm+ 0.50m 

005 mid red brown clay silt, mod cotjbles, petibies 1.70m X 0.70m O.SOm + 
006 Oval, vertical sided pit, tiase not readied 1.70m x0.70m O.SOm + 
007 mid red brown sandy clay silt, mod small frags limestone 0.20m X 0.20m + OlOm 
008 Truncated linear slot, steep sides flat base 0.20m X 0.2Dm + aiom 
009 mid red brown clay silt O.SOm X O.IOm 0.15m + 
010 mid red brown clay silt, mod small frags limestone O.eOm X 0.25m 0.20m 

Oi l Linear slot, steep sides flat base O.eOm X 0.25m 0,20m 

012 mid red brown day silt, mod pebbles and small frags limestone 0.38m X 0.26m 0.25m 
013 Shallow rectangle, with moderate sloping sides to a flat base O.IOm deep, with 

a circular post hole, 0.15m in diameter in W comer of base 
0.38m X 0.26m 0.25m 

014 mid red brown clay silt. 0.20m X 0.20m a20m 
015 Oval post hole with moderately sloped sides to a concave base 0.20m X 0.20m 0.20m 

016 mid red brown clay silt, mod pet)t>les, charcoal flecks and small frags limestone 1.40m x0.50m + 1.00m + 

017 Vertnally sided rectaingular or oval pit, t>ase not reached 1.40m x0.50m + 1.00m + 
018 Tid red Drown clay silt, mod pebbles and frags limestone o.eomx? o.eom 

10.0 Appendix 2 ~ Archive Index. 

10.1 Drawing Register. 

Dwg Ho Description Sca.e Date Initials 

1 Plan of Drain Trencfies 1 & 2, and Foundatkin Trench 1 1:20 0&O1-02 GB 
2 Plan of Foundatkxi Trenches 2 & 3 1:20 1001-Q2 GB 
3 NE facing sectkxi, [Iraki Trench 1 1:10 0001-02 GB 

Photographic Register. 

Frame Description Scale Date Initials 

Film # Digital Photo downtoad 11-01-02 
1-2 Pits002 &004 Trowel 0&O1-02 GB 

3 Pit 002 Trowel 0&O1-02 GB 

4 Drain Trench 1 Trowel 0001-02 GB 
5 Drain Trench 1 None 0&O1-02 GB 
6 010 pre-exc 0.5m 1O01-Q2 GB 

7 Gully 010 0.5m 1001-Q2 GB 
8 Post holes 012 & 014 pre-exc 0.5m 1OO1-02 GB 

9 Post hole 012 a5m 1OO1-02 GB 
10 Pit016O17 1m4 0.5m 1001-02 GB 

11 Foundatkxi Trench 2 Shovel 1001-Q2 GB 
12 Foundation Trerxih 3 0.5m 1001-Q2 GB 
13 Fill 018? 05m 1OO1-02 GB 
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11.0 Appendix 3 ~ Pottery Assessment. 
Alan Vince',. 

11.1 Introduction 

Twenty-nine sherds of pottery were submitted for identification and assessment. All are of 
medieval date. A few sherds might be of later 11* or 12*-cenmry date but the majority are 
probably of later 12* to 14* century date, with a single sherd which might be later medieval. 

The sherds are mainly fairly smaU but without any obvious weathering or abrasion and 
probably originate from occupation on or close to the site. They come from five contexts but 
the assemblages are too small for the differences between assemblages to be interpreted. 

11.2 Medieval 

The earliest ware present is Yorkshire Gritty ware (YG). Unglazed, wheehhrown jars of this 
type occur in all but one of the contexts. A single sherd of Hillam ware was found, in context 
001. Hillam ware is similar to Yorkslure Gritty ware but produced from a clay with a higher 
iron content. 

The remaimng sherds are all classified as TSIorthem Gritty' wares. They aU contain moderate to 
abundant coarse sand, composed in the main of lower Carboniferous sandstone fragments or 
quartz grains derived from such a sandstone. A distinction was made between those produced 
from a clay with a low iron content and those produced from a clay with a higher iron content. 
It is likely that the source of both these clays is the Coal Measures and iron content is known 
to vary considerably with these clays, even within the same clay pit. It is known that potters 
operated in Knaresborough forest in the medieval period and it is likely that some of the wares 
found are locally produced. 

A single sherd, from context 005, might be of later date than the remamder. It is a 'northem 
gritty' ware which has been produced from a red-firing clay but fired at such a temperature to 
start the process of vitrification, causing the lead glaze to appear very dark, almost black. 
However, such vessels also occur in the 12* cenmry. 

11.3 Assessment 

The pottery all appears to be similar in character and probably represents occupation on or 
close to the site. There is no indication from size or condition that the Y G sherds are any 
different in date from the remainder and this might suggest that the pottery dates in the main 
from the period of transition between YG and Northem Gritty wares, in the later 12* or earlier 
part ofthe 13* cenmry. 

' 25Weist Pmde, Lmcohi, L N l 1NW 
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Table A. 
Context: Description: Cname: Fonn: Nosh:NoV: Weight:SUBFABRIC: PART: 

005 Y G J A R 2 2 0 B S 

005 N O R T H E R N GRITTY J U G 2 1 0 L O W IRON BS 

005 

JY C O M M E N T S T H A T THIS C O U L D 
B E 12TH/13TH O R LATE M E D 
H U M B E R W A R E R E L A T E D N O R T H E R N G R I T T Y J U G 1 1 0 IRON RICH BS 

005 INT G L A Z E D N O R T H E R N GRITTY B O W L 1 1 0 L O W IRON BS 

005 B L A C K C O R E D ; S O O T E D E X T Y G J A R 1 1 0 BS 

005 A P P L I E D S T R I P ? N O R T H E R N G R I T T Y J U G 1 1 0 L O W IRON BS 

001 S O O T E D EXT Y G J A R 2 2 0 BS 

001 S O O T E D EXT HILLAM J A R 1 1 0 

MAINLY Q U A R T Z 
S A N D BUT S O M E 
l A R G E R S S T G R A I N S B S 

OOQ N O R T H E R N G R I T T Y J U G 2 1 0 L O W IRON BS 

009 
S O O T E D EXT; IRON-RICH G L A Z E 
(CF C S T N ) INSIDE N O R T H E R N GRITTY J A R 1 1 0 BS 

003 S O O T E D EXT Y G J A R 1 1 0 B L A C K C O R E BS 

016 S O O T E D EXT Y G J A R 4 1 4 BS 

016 INT G L A Z E D N O R T H E R N G R I T T Y B O W L 1 1 0 L O W IRON BS 

016 N O R T H E R N G R I T T Y J U G 5 6 0 L O W IRON BS 

016 N O R T H E R N GRITTY J A R 2 2 0 IRON RICH BS 

016 N O R T H E R N GRITTY J A R 1 1 0 L O W IRON R 
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12.0 Appendix 4 ~ The Plates. 

Plate 1. Beam slot [Oil], (pre-ex). Scale of O.Sm. 

Plate 2. Postholes [013] & [015], (pre-exc). Scale of 0.5m. 
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Plate 3. Drain trench 1. 

Plate 4. Contexts [016] & [017]. Scale oflm & 0.5m. 
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