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MUSEUM HOUSE, ALDBQROUGH, 
ARCEIABOLOGICAL RECORDING WORK 

KEY TO UXUSTRATiasrS: 

FIGURE 1:1 - SITE LOCATIOJ (NOT TO SCALE). 
FIGURE 2:1 - SITE PLAN (NOT TO SCALE). 
FIGURE 3:1 _ BOX No.1: SECTION: NORIH FACING: SCALE 1:10 

3:2 - BOX No.1: SBCnOSI: EAST FACING : SCALE 1:10 
3.3 - BOX No.1: SECTION: SOUTH FACING: SCALE 1:10 
3.4 - BOX No.1: SECTION: WEST FACING : SCALE 1:10 

FIGURE 4:1 BOX No.2: SECTION: NORTH FACING: SCALE 1:10 
4:2 - BOX No.2: SECTION: EAST FACING : SCALE 1:10 
4:3 - BOX No.2: SEcno^: SOUTH FACING: SCALE 1:10 
4:4 - BOX No.2: SBCnON: WEST FACING : SCALE 1:10 

FIGURE 5:1 BOX No.3: SBCTICN: NORTH FACING: SCALE 1:10 
5:2 - BOX No.3: SECTION: EAST FACING : SCALE 1:10 
5:3 - BOX No.3: SBCTiaSI: SOUTH FACING: SCALE 1:10 
5:4 - BOX No.3: SECTION: WEST FACING : SCALE 1:10 

FIGURE 6:1 _ BOX No.4: SECTICN: NORTH FACING: SCALE 1:10 
6:2 - BOX No.4: SECTION: EAST FACING : SCALE 1:10 
6:3 - BOX No.4: SEcnosi: SOUIH FACING: SCALE 1:10 
6:4 - BOX No.4: SECTION: WEST FACING : SCALE 1:10 

FIGURE 7:1 BOX No.5: SECTICN: NORIH FACING: SCALE 1:10 
7:2 - BOX No.5: SECTION: EAST FACING : SCALE 1:10 
7:3 - BOX No.5: SBCTIOJ: SOUTH FACING: SCALE 1:10 
7:4 - BOX No.5: SECTION: WEST FACING : SCALE 1:10 

FIGURE 8:1 _ TRENCH A: SECTIOJ: NORTH-WEST FACING: SCALE 1:10 
8:2 - TÊ ENCH A: SBCTICN: SOUTH-EAST FACING: SCALE 1:10 
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MUSEUM HOUSE, ALDBOROUGH 
ARCHAEOLOGICAL RECORDING WORK: 
KEY TO PHOTOGRAPHS 
BLACK/WHITE PRINTS 

PRINT No. 
1. PRELIMINARY SITE 
2. PRELIMINARY SITE 
3. PRELIMINARY SITE 
4. PRELIMINARY SITE 

SOUTH. 
5. TRIAL HOLE No.1: 
6. TRIAL HOLE Nb.1: 
7. TRIAL HOLE No.1: 
8. TRIAL HOLE No.1: 
9. TRIAL HOLE No.1: 
10. TRIAL HOLE Nb.2: 
11. TRIAL HOLE No.2: 
12. TRIAL HOLE Nb.2: 
13. TRIAL HOLE Nb.2: 
14. TRIAL HOLE Nb.2: 
15. TRIAL HOLE Nb.3: 
16. TRIAL HOLE Nb.3: 
17. TRIAL HOLE Nb.3: 
18. IRIAL HOLE Nb.3: 
19. TRIAL HOLE No.3: 
20. TRIAL HOLE Nb.4: 
21. TRIAL HOLE No.4: 
22. ORIAL HOLE Nb.4: 
23. TRIAL HOLE No.4: 
24. TRIAL HOLE No.4: 
25. TRIAL HOLE No.5: 
26. TRIAL HOLE Nb.5: 
27. TRIAL HOLE No.5: 
28. TRIAL HOLE No.5: 
29. TRENCH A 
30. FRAGI4ENTS OF RED 

INSPECTICN. 

TRIAL HOLES 1,2. FACING NORTH 
TRIAL HOLE Nb.3 FACING EAST 
TRIAL HOLE No.4 FACING NORTH-EAST 
TRIAL HOLE No.5 AND TRENCH A. FACING 

NORTH FACING SECTTOJ 
EAST FACING SECTION 
SOUTH FACING SECTICN 
WEST FACING SECTION 
BASE 
NORTH FACING SECTION 
EAST FACING SECTION 
SOUTH FACING SECTTCN 
WEST FACING SBCTICN 
BASE 
NORTH FACING SECTICN 
EAST FACING SECTION 
SOUTH FACING SECTIOI 
WEST FACING SECTICN 
BASE 
NORTH FACING SECTION 
EAST FACING SECTICN 
SOUTH FACING SBCTICX̂  
WEST FACING SECTICXJ 
BASE 
NORTH FACING SECTION 
EAST FACING SECTICN 
SOUTH FACING SECTIOSF 
WEST FACING SECTION 
FACING SOUTH 

TRIAL HOLES 1 AND 2. 
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MUSEUM HOUSE, ALDBOROUGH 
ARCHAEOLOGICAL RECORDING WCRK 
APRIL/MARCH 1991 

INTRODUCTION. 
The Village of Aldborough i s situated on the lower slopes of the Westward 
rise of the Vale of York. 
Museum House i s located at the Southem most extent of the village, to the 
inmediate West of the North-East/South-West aligned main slireet. (SEE 
FIG.1:1,2:1). 
The present village overlies the Reman settlement of Isurium Brigcintium and 
renains today relatively well contained within the ancient 1:owns perimeter 
defences of the late 2nd Ctentury A.D. 
Maseum House overlies the North-West/South-East aligned Southem perimeter 
defences, and given that the main street at the Southem extent of the 
village i s tiiought to have been directly superinposed over the Roman Street 
Plan the property l i e s i n very close proximity to v ^ t would have been tiie 
Southem gateway to Isurium Brigantium. 

Further to my Preliminary Site Inspection of the 14th March 1991, at which 
i t was noted t±iat the required five Im.sg. t r i a l holes together with a 
0.35m wide x 0.60m deep x 7.60m long t:rench had been excavated, work 
conmenced to: 

A. Clean and record a l l exposed sections. 
B. Inspect and sort a l l spoil. 

The following report states my findings. 
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MUSEUM HOUSE, ALDBOROUGH, ARCHAEOLOGICAL RECORDING WORK 
APRIL/MARCH 1991 

TRIAL HOLE No.1: 
DIMENSICNS: 1.05m x 0.95cm x 1.10m x 1 .OOm x 1.25m deep. 
CXNTEXTS : 101-106, 109-112. 
(SEE FIG. 2:1, 3:1-4/ B/W PRINTS Nos. 1, 5-9). 
Tr i a l Hole No.1 was found to have been excavated i n a workmanlike manner, 
the spoil from which had been deposited immediately adjacent, and to the 
Nbrth of the t x i a l hole together with that excavated fran T r i a l Hole No.2. 
Examination of the sections revealed a stratigraphy made up of two clearly 
defined horizons of anthroprogenic soi l s (Contextis 101,102) bedded 
horizontally and uniform i n a l l four sections. However they were also 
found to contiain a number of features of archaeological interest, namely: 
1. A band of roughly cut red sandstone blocks, and fragments (Cbntext 

103), revealed i n a l l four sections at a relatively const:ant level. 
The sandstone was concentzrated and multi-coursed i n the South-East 
comer of the t r i a l hole, v^ere tlie lower of t±e two coiorses was 
bedded and set witiiin a layer of yellow grey mortar (Ctontext 110). 

2. Three steel sided cuts (Contexts 105,106 & 109) 'V' shaped i n 
profile, each foimd cutting Context 102; and f i l l e d by Context 101, 
and a l l most probably pre-dating the red sandstone feature {Oontext 
103) above. These cuts were identified i n opposing sections of the 
ti r i a l hole, though any possible relationship betrween same had been 
destroyed during excavation, altematively i t i s possible that 
tliese features could be interpreted as individual stake holes. 

Anomalies to the otherwise consistent nature of Context 101 i n t:rial hole 
No.1 include a lens of ccaicent:rated charcoal fragments and ash flecking 
(Context 104), horizontally bedded, the deposit pre-dates the red sandstone 
feature (Context 103), and would appear to have been disturbed during the 
excavation of cut 106. 
In tiie East facing section (FIG: 3:2) a steep sided 'U' shaped c u t / f i l l 
(Ctontext 111,112) was identified and suspected tx» be of recent origin. 
The base of T r i a l Hole No.1 measured 0.90an x 0.80cra x 0.90cm x 0.88cm, and 
Context 102 was featureless (Print No.9). 
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SPOIL INSPECTICN/FINDS 
The spoil excavated from T r i a l Hole No.1/2 was sorted, tlie following was 
recovered: 

UNSTRATIFIED ASSEJVELAGE 

FINDS TYPE No.OF FRAOyiENTS WEIOIP 
POTTERY 27 63g 

NOTES 
The assemblage i s awaiting 
detailed analysis. However 
the largest single 
component i s Reman with a 
single sherd of modem 
blue/vrtiite pot. 

BRICK/TTLE 34 640g Predominantly tile^haid, 
pinkish orange and rough 
textured fabric including 
several t i l e fragments with 
gritted sides, suggestdLng 
immediate contiact witii sand 
during manufacturing 
process. 

BCNE 118 623 g Assenblage includes 
naturally fragmented and 
butchered bone, sane of 
which has been carbonised. 
GEMJS: 
CAPRINE/OVINE, 
PORCINE and AVIAN 

IRON/BRC»JZE 35g Two fractured miscellaneous 
fragments of iron. 
A single bronze studded 
f i t t i n g . 

SLAG 

MORTAR 

7 

7 

65g 

255g. 

Type: Vitreous. 

A grey v^ite coloured lime 
based nrartcu: witli g r i t and 
charcoal inclusions. 

SHELL 30g C3ENUS: OSTREA. 

- 6 -



Afproximately 14 fragments of red sandstone (Print No.30) were recovered 
from the spoil. They were typically rough worked on at least one face, the 
average size 0.25cm x 0.15cm x 0.08cm. A l l had been fractured during 
excavation. The assemblage included a single, large fragment, size 0.50cm 
x 0.45cm X 0.10cm. Its regular form and general appearance suggested i t 
may have functioned as a paving stone. 
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TRIAL HOLE No.2 
DIMENSICNS: 1.10m X 1.10m x 1 .OOm x 1.15m x 1.17m deep 
CONTEXTS: 101, 102, 107, 108, 113. 
(SEE FIG: 2:1, 4:1-4 / B/W PRINTS Nos. 1, 10-14). 

T r i a l Hole No.2 was found to have been excavated i n a workmanlike manner 
with the exception of the East facing section (FIG: 4:2, PRINT No.11), 
v^iich had not been cut verti c a l l y due to the protrusion caused by a 
Yorkshire paving stone. 
Examination of the sections revealed a continuation of the major txends i n 
stratigraEiiy identified i n T r i a l Hole No.1 (Contexts 101,102) with the 
general exception that a l l s o i l s were less well compacted and more friable 
i n nature. This would appear to directly correlate with an increase i n 
root disturbance and earthworm activity. 
I t would appear that the band of red sand stone (Ctontext 103) revealed i n 
T r i a l Hole No.1 can also be identified i n the East facing section of T r i a l 
Hole Nb.2 (FIG: 4:2, PRINT No.11). 
In tlie North-East comer of the t r i a l hole a layer of compacted red sand or 
decayed red sandstone was identified as emerging near the base of the South 
facing section (FIG: 4:3 ERINT No.12) and f a l l i n g away to the South i n the 
West facing section (FIG: 4:4, PRINT Nb.13). 
One further featirre of archaeological interest was identified i n the West 
facing section (FIG. 4:4, PRINT Nb.13), namely a cut (Ctontext 108) vathin 
Ctontext 101. The cut was 'U' shaped i n pro f i l e and contained a f i l l 
(Context 113) that was oxnparable i n colour and texture with the f i l l 
(Context 112) revealed i n the East facing section of T r a i l Hole No.1 (FIG: 
3:2, PRINT Nb.6). 
The base of T r i a l Hole No.2 measured 0.98cm x 1.05m x 1.00 x 1.10m and 
Context 102 was featureless (PRINT Nb.14). 
SPOIL INSPECTTOJ : SEE TRIAL HOLE No.1. 

STRATIFIED ASSEMBLAGE 
TRIAL HOLE Nb.2 
CONTEXT 101 

FINDS TYPE No.of FRAOffiNTS WEIGEIT NOTES 
I 

MC3RTAR 3 120g A grey white coloured, 
limebased mortar wit±i g r i t 
and charcoal inclusions. 
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TRIAL HOLE No.3. 
DIMENSICNS: 1.03m x 0.78cm x 0.90cm x 0.80cm x 1.38 deep 
CONTEXTS : 100, 101, 102, 114, 115, 116, 117, 118 
(FIG. 2:1, 5:1-4 / B/W PRINT Nos. 2, 15-19). 
Though irregular i n planform due to i t s close proximity to the existing 
patio screen and associated foundations, T r i a l Hole No.3 had been excavated 
i n a workmanlike manner. The spoil from which had been deposited 
immediately adjacent and to the South of the t r i a l hole. 
Recent alterations associated witli the construction of a dwarf stone wall 
and the above mentioned patio screen has resulted i n the disturbance of t±ie 
upper levels of a l l four sections, to a maximum depth of 0.50cm. Intense 
tree root a c t i v i t y associated with the iitmediate Cherry tree and Leylandii 
hedge has confounded the stratigraphy further. 
Amongst this contamination, wilihin Ctontext 101 the remains of a 
horizontally bedded course of red sandstone fragments (Ctontext 118) was 
identified (FIG. 5:3, PRINT No.17) with similar characteristics and at a 
canparable level with Ctontext 103. 
The degree of recent disturbance would appear to be negligible within the 
layer Ctontext 102, which sloped East to West (FIG.5:1,5:3). However, the 
cla r i t y of definition separating Contexts 101 from 102 has i n a l l but the 
South facing section been lost and replaced with an interface (Ctontext 
114). 
Within the North and East facing sections (FIG. 5:1, 5:2, PRINT Nos. 
15,16), the level of eeurlier disturbcince i s such that Context 114 
predominates. 
In tlie South and West facing sections (FIG. 5:3,5:4, PRINT No.17,18) 
Ctontext 102 contains a lens of light brown/red s i l t y sand, horizontally 
bedded with an upper surface f a l l i n g both Southwards (FIG. 5:4, PRINT 
No.18) and Westwards (FIG.5:3, PRINT No.17). 
As with Ctontext 102, towards the base of the North facing section (FIG.5:1, 
PRINT No.15), the s t ra t lg ra^y f a l l s frcm East to West , on a gradient of 
approximately 25°. The slope i s formed by Cbntext 115 an interface 
separating Ctontext 114 from Ctontext 117. 
Within Ctontext 115 there i s a marked change i n the moisture content of the 
s o i l . This curidity increases within CCxitext 117. Other than the dryness 
and increased level of canpaction Ctontext 117 i s homogeneous with Ctontext 
102. 

The base of T r i a l Hole No.3 measured 0.85an x 0.75cm x 0.90cm x 0.75an, and 
with the exception of grey-v^ite mortar blotching i n the South-East comer 
was uniformly Ctontext 102. (PRINT No.19). 
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STRATIFIED ASSEMBLAGE 
TRIAL HOLE No.3 
CnSTTEXT 101 

FINDS TYPE No.of FRAQVENTS WEIGHT 
BRICK/TILE 6 15g 

NOTES 
Predomincuitly t i l e . Hard, 
pinkish orange and rough 
textured fabric, cxie 
fragment having a reduced 
grey core. 

BONE 34g CENUS: OVIS 

CCNTEXT 102 
BCKE 30g; Butchered bone. 

GENUS: Not known. 
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SPOIL INSPECTICN/FINDS 
The spoil excavated fran T r i a l Hole No.3 was sorted, the following was 
recovered. 

UNSTRATIFIED ASSEjyiBLACSE 
FINDS TYPE No.OF FRAGMENTS WEIGHT 
POTTERY 7 44g 

NOTES 
Awaiting detailed analysis. 
I t would appear the largest 
single component i s Roman. 
With a single sherd of 
modem vAiite glazed pot, 
and a single sherd of 
glazed stoneware. 

BRICK/TILE 8 255g Predominantly brick, hard, 
light orange, very 
rough/gritty textured 
fabric. 
One fragment of modem 
brick, hard, purple red, 
very finely grained. 

BOSIE 25 124g Assemblage includes 
naturally fragmented aind 
butchered bone, seme of 
v^ch has been carbonised. 
GENUS: 
CAPRINE/OVINE 
PORCINE 
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TRIAL HOLE No.4 
DIMENSIOSfS: l.OOm x 1 .OOm x 0.96cm x 0.98cm x 0.96cm DEEP 
CONTEXTS : 100, 102, 114, 119, 120, 121 
(FIG. 2:1, 6:1-4 / B/W PRINT Nos. 3, 20-24) 
Tr i a l Hole Nb.4 was found to have been excavated i n a workmanlike manner, 
the spoil, from which had been deposited immediately adjacent, and to the 
North of the t r i a l hole (PRINT No.3). 
No continuation of vhat has been the upper level of stiratigraphy (Context 
101) was identified i n T r i a l Hole No.4, instead a horizontally bedded and 
uniform deposit of top s o i l (Ctontext 100) measuring approximately 35cm deep 
was recorded and found to contain no archaeological features. The 
remaining stratigraphy within T r i a l Hole No.4 would appear to relate to a 
single arehaeological feature, cut/context 120. 
This linear cut and associated f i l l was aligned North-East/South-West i n 
the Westem extent of the t r i a l hole and as such was revealed i n the South 
facing and opposing North facing sections (FIG. 6:3,6:1, PEUNT 23,20). Its 
f i l l s had also been sectioned lengthways by the East facing section 
(FIG.6:2, PRINT 21). Traces of i t s primary f i l l (Ctontext 102) were 
identified i n plan confirming unequivocally the sectional data (PRINT 
No.24) that points to a linear feature. However, wit±i the f u l l extent of 
this cut not being revealed i t would be conjectural to assign i t to a type 
classification. 
The linear cut had been excavated into a layer of horizontally bedded 
orange/red coloured finely grained sand (Context 121) suspected to be a 
natural, geologically deposited s o i l . This layer i n tum was sealed by 
Ctontext 102 v^ich was also revealed to be the primary f i l l of cut 120. 
In the East facing section (FIG. 6:2, PRINT No.21), an uninterrupted cmst 
of sandy loam and gravel (Ctontext 119) seals Context 102. The continuation 
and upward ri s e , Eastwards, of CDontext 119 i n the North and South facing 
sections (FIG. 6:1, 6:3, PRINT No.20,21) of the t r i a l hole leads me to 
believe tliat this may be a secondary f i l l of cut 120. 
An interface Ctontext 114 was revealed i n a l l four sections of the t r i a l 
hole, being most clearly defined i n the East facing section (FIG. 6:2, 
PRINT No.21). However, elsev^ere intense root and faunal disturbance has 
interrupted this context and has led to the permeation of same down into 
Contexts 102 and 121. 
The base of T r i a l Hole No.4 measured 1.03m x 0.97cm x 0.90cm x 0.92an. In 
the North-West come: 
121. (PRINT No.24). 
the North-West comer traces of the f i l l 102 identified ̂ elsevAiere Context 

STRATIFIED ASSEMBLAGE: 
TRIAL HOLE No.4 
CCNTEXT 100 
FINDS TYPE No.OF FRAGMENTS WEIGHT NOTES 
GLASS 2 lOg Modem. 
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SPOIL INSPECTTCN/FINDS 
THE SPOIL EXCAVATED FROM TRIAL HOLE No.4 WAS SORTED, THE FOLLOWING WAS 
RECOVERED 

UNSTRATIFIED ASSEMBLAGE 

FINDS TYPE No.OF FRAÔ ENTS WEIGHT NOTES 

POTTERY 35 80g The main part of the 
assenblage comprises of 
very aonall sherds and 
splinters of 19th and 20th 
Century plain and decorated 
porcelain and china. 
Together wit±i a single 
sherd of hard pinkish 
orange, smooth textured 
fabric. 

BRICK/TTLE 36 200g The main part of the 
assemblage consists of 
modem brick.hard, purple 
red cind finely grained 
together witii modem hard 
v^ite-ish oremge brick with 
a smootii exterior surface. 
Two fragments of hard 
pinkish orange rough 
textured fabric. 

BONE 36g Naturally fragmented and 
butchered bone. One 
fragment of which has been 
carbonised. 
GENUS: Not known. 

GLASS 14g MODERN - 19th/20th CENTURY 
Fragment of a colbolt blue 
bottle neck. 

CLAY TOBACCO PIPE 5 8g Fractured stens, varying i n 
bore size. 
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DIMENSICNS: 0.98m x 1 .OOm x 1 .OOm x 1 .OOm x 0.23em Deep. 
COOTEXTS: 100 
(FIG.2:1, 7:1-4 / B/W PRINT No.4, 25-28). 

Trial hole No.5 was found to have been excavated in a warkmanlike manner, 
the spoil fran v^ch had been deposited immediately adjacent and to the 
South of the t r i a l hole. (PRINT No.4). 
The t r i a l hole had been excavated to within an acceptable tolerance of the 
required depth, and as such only the txjpsoil (Ctontext 100) had been 
disturbed. 
Nb features of archaeological interest were identified within Trial Hole 
No.5. 

STRATIFIED ASSEiyiBLAGE 
TRIAL HOLE Nb.5 
CONTEXT No. 100. 

FINDS TYPE No.OF FRAGMENTS WEI(2IT 
POTTERY 16 40g 

NOTES 
Modem 19th/20th Century 
Sherds: 
Plain and decorated 
porcelain and china. 
Glazed earthenware. 

BRICK/TILE 23 85g The main part of the 
assemblage consists of 
modem brick, hard, purple 
red and finely grained. 
Together with a number of 
fragments of hard, light 
orange, rough t:extured 
fabric; one fragment having 
a reduced grey core. 

BOSIE 14g Naturally fragmented and 
butchered baie. 
GENUS: Not known. 

IRCN 20g Assenblage includes a fl a t 
headed iron nail and a 
single miscellaneous 
fragment of iron. 
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TRENCH A 
DIMENSICNS: 4.86m x 0.35em x 0.60cm Deep. 
CraWEXTS : 100, 102, 114, 122 
(PIG.2:1, 8-1,8:2 / B/W PRINTS No.4,29) 
Trench A was found to have been excavated in a workmanlike manner, the 
spoil from v^ch had been deposited immediately adjacent and to the West of 
the trench excavation. 
Examination of the sections revealed trwo major bands of stratigraphy 
(Context 100,114). 
The top soil (Ctontext 100) fal l s with the existing ground level from the 
Soutii-West to 1±ie North-East at a cemparable angle of slope. To the 
South-West of tiie trench the topsoil i s divided into two horizons,the 
familiar blue/black s i l t y loam is sealed by a layer of friable mid brown 
silt y loam. These variations would appear to reflect recent attenpts to 
'make up' the groimd level in t±is area. 
The interface between Contexts 100 and 102 (Ctontext 114) was identified 
towards the base of the trench and was noted tx) be a cotiparatively level 
deposit, increasing in depth towards the Nbrth-East of the trench. 
In the Iforthem extent of tlie South-East facing section (FIG. 8:2) and 
contained within the limits of Ctontext 114 a concentration of small water 
wom cobbles (Ctontext 122) was identified in the base of the section, 
conspicuous in tiie otherwise low l i t h i c inclusion of Ctontext 114. 
Within the Nbrth-Eastem extent of the txench the layer Ctontext 102 rises 
from the base of the excavation North-Eastwards to within 26cm of the 
existing ground level before levelling out and entering the excavation 
edge. 
A lens of what would ajpear to be Coitext 102 was identified in oiposing 
sectiais of the tzrench, contained wit±in Ctontext 100. This feature was not 
continuous and measured a maximum of 6cm deep. 
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SPOIL INSPECTION/FINDS 
THE SPOIL EXCAVATED FRCM TRENCH A WAS SORTED, THE FOLLOWING WAS RECOVERED. 
UNSTRATUTED ASSEMBLAGE 

FINDS TYPE . Nb.OF FRAGMENTS Weight 
POTTERY 130 852g 

Notes 
The assemblage was 
dominated by modem 
19th/20th Century sherd, 
including plain and 
decorated porcelain/china, 
earthenware, stoneware and 
terracotta, together with a 
small number of Reman and 
Medieval sherds 
(awaiting detailed 
analysis). 

BRICK/TILE 153 1.642kg The main part of the 
assemblage consists of 
modem brick, hard, purple 
red amd finely grained, 
together with modem hard, 
v^ite-ish orange brick with 
a smooth exterior surface. 
Roof t i l e fragments were 
recovered, hard orange red 
and rough textrured fabric. 

GLASS 

BONE 

29 

25 

453g Ma)ERN. 19tii/20th Century. 

198g Naturally fragmented and 
butchered bone. 
GENUS: CAPRINE/OVINE 

and AVIAN 

IRON 186g The assenblage includes 
fragments of a hinge and 
associa1:ed f i t t i n g s , 
together with modem nails 
and miscellaneous 
fragments. 

CLAY TOBACCO PIPE 7g Fractured stens, varying i n 
bore size. 
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MUSEUM HOUSE, ALDBOROUGH 
ARCHAEOLOGICAL RECORDING WCRK 
APRIL/MARCH 1991 

CX3NCLUSI0NS 
The cleaning and recording of a l l excavations at Museum House has revealed 
that arehaeological featuires are present witiiin a l l bat one of the five 
t r i a l holes. 

THE SIQJIFICANT ARCHAEOLOGICAL FEATURES: 
The arrangement and concentration of red Scuidstone fragments (Ctontext 103) 
together with the quantity of this material recovered from the spoil heaps 
of Trial Hole No.1,2 leads rae to conclude that a stone paned surface i s 
situated to the immediate South of the existing house at an O.S. reduced 
level of 39.36m. 
The continuation of such a feature East of Trial Hole No.3 now seens 
doubtful given the extent of corparatd-vely recent alterations to the ground 
level in this area. 
Within Trial Hole No.4 the archaeology survives at and below the level 
39:074, namely the linear cut (Ctontext 120). I consider this could be the 
earliest feature identified within these excavations and could well 
continue Westwards at a similar level. 
In my opinion, i f a natural/geologically deposited soil has been exposed in 
these excavations then i t i s that of Ctontext 121. 

THE FINDS ASSEMBLAGE: 
Given the negligible quantity of stratified finds material none of the 
archaeological features could be dated satisfactorily. 
Analysis of a l l unstratified finds reflects a coherent pattem of ceramic 
deposition witii an increased distiribution of Reman pottery to tlie West of 
the site equating with a significant decline in modem wares. It would be 
reasonable to conclude that the greater majority of modem finds were 
associated with tcpsoil contexts, a l l remaining stratigrafiiy could 
potentially be Roman or immediately Post Roroan i n origin. 

OBSERVATIONS ON PROPOSED WORKS: 
Frcsa the limited evaluation of excavations carried out by others, i t is my 
opinion that i f the extension to Museum House i s to proceed that tiiis be 
built on a raft with a toe depth not exceeding 0.40cms below existing patio 
paving level. 
Furthermore, I would suggest that the levels relating to the proposed 
driveway are misleading for rather than requiring f i l l may require up to an 
excavation depth of 0.90cm, and as such would almost certainly disturb or 
destroy archaeology. 
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Regarding t±ie relocation of the garage, i f as stated by the Architects the 
use of a raft would produce an excavation depth of "850mm in t±ie back 
comer" below the present ground level, less than 50% of v^ich would be of 
made up ground (Ctontext 100), this ocaisiderable depth of excavatiion could 
therefore esqpose archaeology. 

REPC3RT: 
BY Mr. K.J. CALE (B.A.HOJS) 
ARCHAEOLOGICAL CONSULTANT 
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- q̂;Ĥ l̂ o•T/•=J:!̂ ^ 

S l l g j g i S ^ i . iF|gjP>iG«<\i&K>frSi/iC-iH-i\ PP'iV»\Ct€»i O iT i iBgubi &iFVT<>ffatSjrc^t^gi î ::i8YcLiKxr 
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.iî 9._L..! [ZZZl 
RELATIONSHIPS = 

Contiguous 

l l l l l - l I I 

l _ . L _ L J — L J I I I I I I I l l l l l 1 l l l l 

Contained By BondsWi th 

[—J:J—1-.L l l l l l l l l 

RELATIONSHIPS -f 

Seals 

L - . L 1_1. 

Fil lOf 
Z[ 1 I 1 L - ± - J — 1 1.1 I I I l - l 

Butts To 

- I . . J . - .L -J . . 1 — L _ l - . i - _1_J _J L 

STRUCTURES 
Material Technique Bonding 

- L - L J ZZ . J — L 

DIMENSIONS 
LengthTop WidthTop DiameterTop 

E . L - L - l - J - l l l l l l l l 

O.D. Base  

- - 1 1 / I 

Depth/Height 

l l l l 

SOIL MATRIX 
Munsel l Colour 

Cehfral Ooordina tie ' '• ' • • - O.D. Centre Top .i, ; -..i " L ' K .• .; 

I I I I / 1 I I I I I I / I I 

Filled By 

J — L I I 

Butted By 

l l l l 1 1 1 Ti l l l l 

I I I I 1 1 1 L 

Contains 

l l l l 

Same As 
1 1 1 I I I I I I 

Part Of 
I I I . 

1J93I I I I I I I 1. 

Outs 

1 I I -1 l l l l I I I I I I 

't" % y ' r ' 

Length Base Width Base Diameter Base 

' l l l l l l l l l l l l 

Profile 

l l l l l l l l l l l 

I I I I _ L ' I I I ' I I I I 

Soil Type . .•, Texture 

I I I J L ' J ± l J J . ^ j _ l „ j _ L J _ j _ l _ L _ l _ | _ t _ l _ J _ l l l l l 

Inclusions 
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