
GBDRHysiCAL SURVEy AND EXCAVATION AT TH3RPE LANE, CAVDOD. JULY 198^ N Y C C HER 

1987.18 

This wrk vas undertaken to investigate possible structures relati i_ 

to the Archbishops of York* s residence in a snail open plot of 1 

ionediately east of the residmce and south of Ihpxpe Lane. 
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CHRJNOIJOGiCAL DBOSIT SEC3UB«CE ' ' ' 

The earliest deposit is a coarse orange sand (probably fluvio-glacial) 

at 6,2m -tO.D., sloping sli^^tly down to the east to 6.10n in Trench C, 

and at least aoonn thick (at which point the watar table *as reached.) 

Above this is 700nim of ndd brown sand, probably alluvium (2010; 3004). 

At the north end of Trench B, this deposit had been cut by a feature 

at least 600nnn deep, running parallel to Thorpe Lane (2009). This 

feature had been f i l l ed in by at least tvo separate deposits containing 

building material fra^nents (2007; 2008). 

A general deposit overlying alluvium and feature f i l l s at 7.0m -KD.D. 

is regarded as build vp (lOl!^ 3003). This i s in tum overlain 

by a dunp of demolition debris at 7.20m * O.D. This has a distinct 

northem limit in Trench B, which appears to continue to the west 

according to the geophysical sxirvey. It must also have a fairly abn^t 

south edge, since i t was not observed in Trench C. Taken as a ^Oiol; 

the evidence suggests that the dumpJLs a linear dqosi t , oriented 

west to east, and may have had a secondary function as a road surface 

(1006, 1008, 1013, 1014, 1017; 2005). This deposit is cut by a post-

medieval f ield drain in Trench A (1007, 1009, 1010, 1011). 

Following another general build-i?) deposit (1004, 1005; 2004; 3002) 

is more demolition material (this time very patchy). This occurs 

only in Trenches A and B, suggesting tha't this material i s derived 



from demoloition activity to the west, that i s in the vicinity of 

Cawood Castle (1003; 2003). 

STRITTURES 

No conclusive evidence of structural activity relating to the Archbishops 

of York*s residence, or even of post-Medieval date vias found. Trcnchae 

A and D were placed over tdiat the geophysical survey indicated may 

have been a masonry•4}uilt structure; A clay and mortsir spread was 

found, but no walls or foundation trenches on the east side at least 

(1006, 1008, 1013, 1014, 1017). The mortar could have been a surface 

within a timber^built structure which was not noted, but i f so i t has 

been badly disturbed; also as i t merged gradually into a stone surface 

to the east in Trench D (2005), i t more probably was part of the dunp/ 

road surface mentioned above. 

OTHER FEATURES 

The feature at the north end of Trench B (2009) could be the south 

edge of a cut running north-west to south-east. It i s unlikely that 

any substantial water oourses^nats relating to the Archbishop* s 

residence exist in the plot of land to the south of this feature. 

K13RT HUNTER-WANN 
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