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1. Summary 
 The project 
1.1 This report presents the results of a watching brief conducted during a 

development at Part OS Field 5592, Gatenby, North Yorkshire.  The site 
comprised a single building plot, on the site of a now demolished house. The 
development had the potential to expose archaeological features relating to the 
‘shrunken’ medieval village that had existed at Gatenby. 

 
1.2 The works were commissioned by Mr Graham Clarke and conducted by 

Archaeological Services University of Durham in accordance with guidelines 
provided by North Yorkshire County Council Heritage Unit. 

 
 Results 
1.3 Topsoil was stripped form the site and several foundation trenches were 

excavated into the natural subsoil. 
 
1.4 No significant archaeological remains were uncovered. A small quantity of 

pottery of medieval and post-medieval date was recovered from the topsoil.  
This will be archived in accordance with standard procedures for this area.  

 
 Recommendations 
1.5 There is no recommendation for further works in relation to this development.   
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2.   Project background 
 Location (Figure 1) 
2.1 The site is located at Part OS Field 5592, Gatenby village, North Yorkshire, 

and centred on NGR 325879. 
            
            Development proposal 
2.2 The proposal is to construct a single two storey residential dwelling, along 

with associated access road and services. 
 
 Objective 
2.3 The objective of the scheme of works was to record any archaeological 

features of artefacts that came to light as a result of the development.  
 
 Specification summary 
2.4 The works have been undertaken in accordance with the North Yorkshire 

County Council Heritage Section guidelines for archaeological watching 
briefs.  

  
            Dates 
2.5 Fieldwork was undertaken between 18th and 20th October 2004. This report 

was prepared during November 2004. 
 

 Personnel 
2.6 Fieldwork was conducted by Vaughan Wastling.  This report was prepared by 

Vaughan Wastling, and edited by Peter Carne with illustrations by Linda 
Bosveld. Finds analysis was conducted by Alejandra Gutierrez.  The project 
manager was Peter Carne. 

 
 Archive 
2.7 The site code is GVY04, for Gatenby Village North Yorkshire 2004. The site 

archive is currently held by Archaeological Services and will be transferred to 
the appropriate depository in due course.  

 
 
3. Methods statement 
3.1 At the time of the survey the proposed development area comprised a former 

dwelling site, with the old structure already removed to ground level. 
 
3.2 The site was cleared of all scrub; topsoil and modern overburden was removed 

using a JCB equipped with a toothless ditching bucket, under close 
archaeological supervision. Areas of the site were hand-cleaned by the 
archaeologist for the identification of archaeological remains.  A series of 
foundation trenches were excavated through the subsoil.  All groundworks 
were subject to archaeological monitoring.    
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4. Results 
4.1 The natural subsoil comprised poorly-drained grey-brown clay [8].  This was 

observed to a maximum depth of 1m.  At the frontage of the site, a layer of 
dark loamy soil and rubble was present up to 0.35m in depth [7]: this is likely 
to have been deposited to level up this area with respect to the construction of 
the drive to the former dwelling.  This was covered by a layer of clay loam 
topsoil up to 0.25m in depth [9].  

 
4.2 A recent small dog skeleton was buried within the topsoil (not recovered). 
 
4.3 Three linear land drains [F1/F2; F3/F4; F5/F6] traversed the site, cutting 

through context [7]. These measured up to 0.35m in width, 0.9m in depth, and 
were partially filled with stone and occasional brick fragments. 

 
4.4 Several fragments of pottery of medieval and post-medieval date were 

recovered from the topsoil and from one of the land drains.  
 
 
5. The finds 
5.1 The assemblage of finds recovered during the monitoring includes 13 
 sherds of pottery, 2 clay pipe stem fragments and 1 land drainage pipe 
 sherd. Most of the finds were recovered from the topsoil, and only two 
 further sherds derived from context [1] (a land drain). The assemblage is 
 dominated by pottery types of modern date, although some residual late 
 medieval fragments were also found. The finds assemblage is detailed in 
 Table 2.1. 
 
 
6.       Recommendations 
6.1 No further work is recommended in relation to this development.   
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Appendix 1: Context data 
 

No Description Pottery Clay pipe 
F1 Drain 2 sherds  
F2 Cut for drain 1   
F3 Drain   
F4 Cut for drain 3   
F5 Drain   
F6 Cut for drain 5   
7 Dumping/levelling layer   
8 Natural (clay)   
9 Topsoil 11 sherds 2 stem fragments 
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Appendix 2: Data tables 
 
Table 2.1: Finds Assemblage 
 
Context Sherds Weight (g) Description Date 
topsoil 1 2 plain creamware plate  18th-19thC 
topsoil 1 30 Sunderland coarseware: sgraffito plate; all-over 

slip on interior surface, decorated with sgraffito 
parallel lines, under transparent glaze with some 
tinge of green. Fine orange fabric with some quartz 
sand 

19thC 

topsoil 1 6 plain pearlware ?jar  19th-20thC 
topsoil 1 4 blue-printed pearlware plate (oriental pattern) 

sherd 
19th-20thC 

topsoil 1 95 undecorated, industrially made, coarseware, flower 
pot?  

19th-20thC 

topsoil 1 50 slipware bowl/pancheon; all-over white slip on 
interior surface, under transparent lead glaze 

19th-20thC 

topsoil 1 25 English brown stoneware bottle/jar; brown glaze 
exterior, brown wash interior. Fine grey fabric with 
no inclusions visible 

19th-20thC 

topsoil 1 10 strap handle from a jar; some spots of dark brown 
glaze. Fine fabric with some quartz and clay 
relicts; grey core and orange margins and surfaces 

post-medieval 

topsoil 1 20 lead-glazed bowl/jar; green glaze on interior 
surface, brown wash on exterior. Fine grey fabric 
with orange ext surface, with some quartz sand 

post-medieval 

topsoil 1 10 late medieval jug; green glaze on exterior surface 
only. Fine dark grey fabric with some quartz 
inclusions 

late medieval 

topsoil 1 100 base of large storage jar/crock; remains of green 
glaze on exterior surface only. Very fine dark grey 
fabric with orange interior surface; micaceous 
matrix 

late medieval 

topsoil 1 5 water pipe/ land drainage pipe 20thC 
topsoil 2 4 clay pipe stem fragments; ¼ inch ( (6 mm) 

diameter and bore: 1/16 inch (2 mm); yellow glaze 
at the tip  

19thC 

1 1 5 yellow ware bowl 19thC 
1 1 4 glazed jug sherd; partial green glaze on exterior 

surface only. Orange fabric throughout, with some 
quartz sand 

late medieval 
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Appendix 3: Specification 
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