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Executive Summary 

 
This report presents the results of an archaeological watching brief undertaken by 
Ecus Ltd on behalf of Paul Harris (hereafter ‘the Client’) during the topsoil strip of a 
site off of Doncaster Road, Oldcotes Nottinghamshire (hereafter the Site), located at 
NGR 458702 388623. The watching brief was undertaken on 26/08/2015. 
 
The work was undertaken in accordance with a Written Scheme of Investigation 
(WSI) to address a condition attached to a planning consent for the Site (Planning 
Ref: 15/00209/FUL). 
 
The archaeological watching brief recorded no features of archaeological 
significance. The only features of archaeological origin comprised three features 
which are interpreted as having derived from the removal of trees forming part of a 
former tree plantation associated with the twentieth century Silverdene House.  
 
No evidence was identified for a trackway or mound recorded within the site by the 
Nottinghamshire Historic Environment Record (ref. L6117). It is likely that any such 
features must have been destroyed during a previous phase of ground works from an 
earlier aborted planning application for the site which had evidently reduced ground 
levels within the site. Even so, the absence of any evidence for ditches or metalling 
delineating the track or a pit from which the material for the mound may have been 
won suggests that the track had likely been temporary and the mound comprised of 
imported material. In consideration of the surrounding landuse it is possible that the 
mound may have been spoil associated with the construction of Silverdene House or 
the quarry/ limekilns to the south. 
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1. Introduction 

1.1 Project Background 

1.1.1 This report presents the results of an archaeological watching brief 
undertaken by Ecus Ltd on behalf of Paul Harris (hereafter ‘the Client’) during 
the topsoil strip of a site off of Doncaster Road, Oldcotes Nottinghamshire 
(hereafter the Site), located at NGR 458702 388623 (Figure 1). The watching 
brief was undertaken on 26/08/2015.  

1.1.2 The watching brief was conducted in accordance with a Written Scheme of 
Investigation (Appendix 1), and was requested to address a planning 
condition placed on the scheme comprising: 

15/00209/FUL : Erect two storey detached dwelling at land adjacent Silverdene, 
Doncaster Road, Oldcotes. 

6. Development shall not commence within the application site until details of a 
scheme for an archaeological watching brief have been submitted to and 
agreed in writing by the Local Planning Authority. Thereafter, the scheme 
shall be implemented in full accordance with the approved details: 

Reason: To ensure that any features of archaeological interest are protected or 
recorded. 

1.2 Site Location and Description 

1.2.1 The development is to be undertaken within land on the west side of 
Doncaster Road in Oldcotes (Plate 1), Nottinghamshire situated to the south 
of the house known as Silverdene and north of the housing along Weirside. 

1.2.2 The site is situated in an area of Limestone of the Brotherton Formation (BGS 
Geology of Britain Viewer 2015).  

Designations and Constraints 

1.2.3 The site is situated within Oldcotes Conservation Area. There are no other 
designated heritage assets within the Site. 

1.3 Aims and Objectives 

1.3.1 The principal aim of the archaeological recording was to mitigate the impact 
of the constructions works through the identification, recording and 
assessment of heritage assets; thus achieving ‘preservation by record’. 

1.3.2 The general aims of the project were: 

 to identify and record any archaeological deposits, structures or built 
fabric within the identified areas of interest; 

 to determine the extent, condition, character, significance and date of any 
encountered or exposed archaeological remains; 

 to accurately record the location and stratigraphy of areas excavated 
during groundworks; 

 to recover artefacts disturbed by the site works; and 
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 to prepare a comprehensive record and report of archaeological 
observations during the site work. 

1.3.3 The site works and reporting were undertaken in line with national guidelines 
as set out in the Chartered Institute for Archaeologists’ Standard and 
Guidance for Archaeological Watching Briefs (CIfA 2014). 

 

Plate 1: Site prior to excavation, looking west. 
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2. Archaeological and Historical Background 

2.1 Baseline 

2.1.1 The earliest evidence for activity within the vicinity of the Site comprises finds 
relating to Roman-British activity, including the remains of a villa, located on 
the eastern side of the village. Whilst no evidence has been found for remains 
closer to the Site, the potential for further activity within the area cannot be 
completely discounted.  

2.1.2 Oldcotes in its present form principally derives from the medieval period, its 
historic core situated along Main Street, leading up to the area of Manor Farm 
at the eastern end of the village (Bassetlaw 2010). Hermeston Hall to the 
south of the village is believed to possibly lie on the site of a formerly larger 
medieval settlement documented in 1166. Further earthworks in the eastern 
area of Oldcotes include the remains of ridge and furrow illustrative of the 
extent to which the agricultural landscape extended into the heart of the 
settlement.  

2.1.3 The settlement continued to grow during the post-medieval period, its centre 
evidently gradually shifting northwest by following the creation of the Balby to 
Worksop turnpike road north-south through the settlement in 1765 (the A60), 
and the Barnby Moor to Rotherham turnpike in 1826 (the A634). Goldthorpe 
Mill, a water powered mill on the Oldcotes Dyke to the south of the Site, was 
likely constructed during this post-medieval period. Further industry within the 
village followed in the nineteenth century, comprising the founding of the now 
ruinous Old Cotes Brewery, and an area of quarrying in the area now 
occupied by Weir Street to the south of the Site (Plate 2). The quarry, 
illustrated on historic Ordnance Survey (OS), would have been for the 
extraction of limestone and included two limekilns. A track is shown running 
through the quarry, possibly entering the Site. 

 

Plate 2: 1885 Ordnance Survey map (1:10,560 sheet V.SE) with 
approximate site location outlined in red.  
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2.1.4 The Site appears to have been enclosed between the production of the 1928 
and 1948 OS maps, associated with the construction of Silverdene House. 
The Site had at this time reputedly formed part of tree plantation associated 
with Silverdene (local resident pers. comm.). By the production of the 1961 
OS map the quarry had been decommissioned and a ‘mill’ is illustrated as 
having been constructed within it. 

2.1.5 A survey of village earthworks within Nottinghamshire undertaken in 1994, 
identified a number of earthworks within Oldcotes of unknown date (HA 9-12), 
including earthworks within the Site (HA 9). The features within the Site were 
identified as comprising a large mound beside an east-west track. 
Examination of satellite imagery for the Site indicates that in 2002 the mound 
was likely still extant, surrounded by a copse of trees. Between 2010 and 
2012 the Site was cleared and apparently levelled with no earthworks then 
visible.  

2.2 Summary 

2.2.1 The principal archaeological potential is assessed to be related to  remains 
associated with the former mound recorded within the Site. These remains 
could be of medieval origin, but are considered more likely to be associated 
with the post-medieval to nineteenth century quarry to the south of the Site or 
the construction of Silverdene House to the north in the mid-twentieth century.  
In addition there is considered to be a low potential for remains relating to 
Romano-British activity to be present within the Site.  

2.2.2 The Site does not appear to have been subject to any substantial disturbance 
in recent history, although a degree of levelling may have taken place 
between 2010 and 2012 which may have truncated any potential 
archaeological remains. 
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4. Methodology 

4.1 Introduction 

4.1.1 The archaeological monitoring was undertaken in line with a Written Scheme 
of Investigation (WSI) produced by Ecus Ltd (2015), on behalf of Paul Harris 
and submitted to the Local Planning Authority for approval. 

4.2 Watching Brief 

4.2.1 The archaeological watching brief was maintained during the topsoil strip of a 
34 m by 29 m area, comprising the eastern end of the Site. 

4.2.2 The topsoil was stripped by a mechanical excavator fitted with a toothless 
ditching bucket, and conducted under the constant archaeological 
supervision. 

4.2.3 Observed deposits and features were recorded using a pro forma recording 
system. The written record is hierarchically based and centred on the context 
record. Each context record fully describes the location, extent, composition 
and relationship of the subject and is cross-referenced to all other assigned 
records. 

Photography 

4.2.4 The photographic survey was undertaken using digital photography using a 
16 megapixel camera. Photographic scales were used and the subject, 
location and direction of the images were recorded on photographic registers. 

Drawings 

4.2.5 Excavated features appear on at least one detailed plan at 1:20 scale and 
one section at 1:10 and co-ordinated on to an overall site plan at 1:200 scale. 
Drawings were made in pencil on permanent drafting film. 

Finds 

4.2.6 A moderate quantity of modern ceramics and glass was noted within the 
topsoil. Finds were treated in accordance with relevant guidance (Museums 
and Galleries Commission 1992, English Heritage 2005 and CIfA 2008c) and 
the Written Scheme of Investigation (Ecus 2014). 
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5. Results of Archaeological Watching Brief 

5.1 Introduction 

5.1.1 The removal of topsoil and levelling of area measuring 34 m by 29 m was 
monitored (Plate 3). The topsoil was reduced in level spits with a JCB fitted 
with a toothless ditching bucket. Features discussed are illustrated on the site 
plan (Figure 2).  

5.1.2 The excavation of three subsequent trial pits was also monitored. These were 
excavated to a depth of c.0.7 m below ground level revealing limestone 
bedrock. 

 

Plate 3: Site post-excavation, looking west 

5.2 Results 

 Site Stratigraphy 

5.2.1 The Site was observed to be underlain by limestone bedrock (1003) present 
at around 0.7 m below ground level (Plate 4).  

5.2.2 Overlying the bedrock was sandy clay subsoil (1001) of red hue with 
moderate inclusions of limestone and occasional inclusions of charcoal and 
pebbles. 

5.2.3 Topsoil (1000) was present at varying depths across the site, although had 
evidently been significantly truncated at an earlier date with ground levels 
within the Site observed to be around 0.3  m lower then land to the north and 
east of the site boundary.  
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Plate 4: Example of geotechnical trial pit showing depth of supsoil above 
bedrock 

 

Plate 5: Pit [1002], looking south 
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Plate 6: Linear drain cut [1004], looking north 

 

Phase 1 (20th century) 

5.2.4 This phase corresponds to the removal of vegetation within the Site, possibly 
comprising a tree plantation associated with Silverdene House. 

5.2.5 The earliest phase of activity within the Site was considered to be 
represented by three evenly spaced features within the subsoil parallel with 
the northern boundary of the Site. The two easternmost features comprised 
discoloured patches with no clear edge or cut suggestive of having been 
caused by previous root action. 

5.2.6 The westernmost of the three features had a clear sub-circular cut [1002] of 
0.7m diameter. This was half-sectioned revealing the cut was 0.25 m in depth 
with sloping sides and an uneven flat base (Plate 5). The feature was filled 
with a medium brown silty clay loam (1006), likely being a continuation of the 
topsoil. 

5.2.7 Two manholes comprising brick and concrete inspection chambers with cast 
iron covers were situated on the northern and southern edge of the site. 
Between these features was a narrow straight cut [1004] filled with a mixed 
deposit of limestone and sandy clay (1005) (Plate 6). This feature was not 
excavated as it evidently comprised a modern drain linking the two manholes. 

Phase 2 (21st century) 

5.2.8 Phase 2 represents previous groundworks at the site associated with a 
previous aborted development. 

5.2.9 The ground level throughout the Site appears to have been truncated by at 
least 0.3 m. This resulted in the removal of a significant proportion of the 
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topsoil, and possibly the truncation of the subsoil in places. 

5.3 Finds and Samples 

Finds 

5.3.1 A general spread of early nineteenth to twentieth century material was noted 
within the topsoil throughout the monitored area, but was not retained. This 
included sherds of blue transfer printed white porcellaneous flatware, salt-
glaze stoneware pots and drains, whiteware tablewares, green and brown 
glass bottles and wire reinforced security glass. The presence of this material 
is suggestive of the spreading of nightsoil and/or domestic waste on the Site 
during the nineteenth and early twentieth century.  

5.3.2 The fill of sub-circular cut feature [1004] contained two sherds of a thick 
bodied salt glazed earthenware vessel or drain and the right humerus of a 
small mammal, possibly a cat. The date and character of the finds is 
consistent with fill (1006) having derived from topsoil (1000). 

Recommendations 

5.3.3 The assemblage from [1004] is considered to be of limited evidential value 
due to the low intrinsic evidential interest of the material. Their further analysis 
would not be of benefit to increasing our understanding of activities on the 
Site, and would not provide more accurate dating for the creation of the fill 
then has already been established. 

5.3.4 In line with the guidelines on dispersal and retention published by the Society 
of Museum Archaeologists (SMA, 1993), it recommended that the 
assemblage is discarded. 

Samples 

5.3.5 No secure industrial or environmental deposits were encountered for 
sampling. 
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6. Conclusions 

6.1 Summary of Finding 

6.1.1 The archaeological watching brief conducted at land between Silverdene 
House and Weirside off of Doncaster Road, Oldcotes recorded no features of 
archaeological significance. 

6.1.2 Three features were identified which are interpreted as having derived from 
the removal of trees forming part of a former plantation associated with the 
twentieth century Silverdene House.  

6.1.3 No evidence was identified for a trackway or mound previously recorded 
within the Site by the Nottinghamshire Historic Environment Record (ref. 
L6117). It is likely that any such features must have been destroyed during a 
previous phase of ground works from an earlier aborted planning application 
for the Site which had evidently reduced ground levels. Even so, the absence 
of any evidence for ditches or metalling delineating the track or a pit from 
which the material for the mound may have been won suggests that the track 
had likely been temporary and the mound comprised of imported material. In 
consideration of the surrounding landuse it is possible that the mound may 
have been spoil associated with the construction of Silverdene House or the 
quarry/limekilns to the south. 

7. Archive 

7.1 Deposition 

7.1.1 The archive will be prepared for deposition with Bassetlaw Museum in line 
with current professional guidelines (SMA 1995, CIfA 2009, Brown 2011 and 
ADS 2013) under an accession number to be allocated by the museum on 
receipt of archive. 

7.2 OASIS 

7.2.1 An online form has been submitted with the Online AccesS to the Index of 
archaeological investigationS (OASIS) database under the ID: ecusltd1-
222463. 
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Appendix 1: Contexts  

Context Type Description Depth range (m) 

1000 Topsoil Mid brown silty clay 0.00-0.50 

1001 Layer Mid brown sandy clay of red hue, with 
moderate inclusions of limestone <8cm, 
occasional charcoal fragments, and 
occasional pebbles <10cm.  

0.50-0.70 

1002 Cut Shallow sloping sided sub-circular pit with 
uneven flat base. Cuts (1001). 

0.50-0.75 

1003 Bedrock Limestone 0.70+ 

1004 Cut Straight linear 40cm wide cut into (1001) 
and (1003) between modern manholes. 

0.70-limit 

1005 Fill Limestone gravel in sandy clay matrix. Fill 
of [1004]. 

0.70-limit 

1006 Fill Mid brown silty clay. Fill of [1002]. 0.50-0.75 
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