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INTRODUCTION

Under the terms of its PIC call-off contract with Historic Scotland, Kirkdale
Archaeology was asked to undertake an archaeological watching brief during the
excavation of four trenches to house the uprights for a new gate to the NW of the
Ticket Office to the W of Spynie Palace (see Fig. 1). The trenches were hand dug by

Historic Scotland staff under archaeological supervision.

The work was carried out on 2 March 2011.
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Figure 1: Location of works.



DESCRIPTION AND INTERPRETATION

Trench 1

Trench 1 measured 500mm SW/NE x 300mm SE/NW x 550mm deep (see Fig. 2 and
Fig. 3). A turf and mid-brown topsoil (101), 150mm thick, sat over a layer of un-
jointed sandstone rubble (102) (pieces up to 350mm x 150mm in size), possibly the
remains of a dry stone dyke, or a levelling layer, c.230mm thick. The presence of a
sherd of willow pattern pottery suggests a relatively late date. Beneath (102) was a
layer of soft mid-brown clean silt - perhaps buried topsoil (103). This was excavated

(but not bottomed) to a depth of 170mm.
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Figure 2: Plan of Trenches 1 -4

Trench 2
Trench 2 measured 300mm SW/NE x 400mm SE/NW x 550mm deep (see Fig. 2 and

Fig. 3). A turf and mid-brown topsoil (201), 130mm thick, sat over a layer of soft mid-
2



brown silt (202) containing moderate angular sandstone inclusions (<150mm). This
was excavated (but not bottomed) to a depth of 420mm. Context (202) was heavily

cut through with roots.
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Figure 3: N-facing sections in Trenches 1 - 4



Trench 3

Trench 3 measured 500mm SW/NE x 500mm SE/NW x 500mm deep (see Fig. 2 and
Fig. 3). A turf and mid-brown topsoil (301), 120mm thick, sat over a layer of un-
jointed sandstone rubble (<200mm) and mid-brown silt (302), possibly the remains of
a dry stone dyke or a levelling layer, ¢.230 mm thick. Beneath (302) was a layer of soft
mid-brown clean silt - perhaps a buried topsoil (303), excavated (but not bottomed)
to a depth of 150mm. Within (303) were pieces of animal bone SF002 and a Red Ware
body sherd SF001, from a large jug of probably 15* century date. Over the turf (301)

was a modern dry stone dyke (304).

Trench 4

Trench 4 measured 300mm SW/NE x 500mm SE/NW x 500mm deep (see Fig. 2 and
Fig. 3). Path edging, consisting of a layer of small pebbles 90mm thick (401), sat over
a layer of soft mid-brown silt (402) containing occasional angular sandstone
inclusions (<80mm). The trench was excavated (but not bottomed) to a depth of

410mm. Context (402) was heavily cut through with roots.

CONCLUSIONS

The retrieval of the 15% century pottery sherd indicates the archaeological sensitivity
of the area, even at a relatively shallow depth. The excavation has also shown that
the area has been subject to later landscaping but still holds high archaeological
potential within the layers sealed by this later work. Because of this, further ground

breaking works should similarly be accompanied by an archaeological watching

brief.
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102 | Layer of sandstone rubble
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