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I N T R O D U C T I O N  

Under the terms of its PIC call-off contract with Historic Scotland, Kirkdale Archaeology was asked to  

undertake a Watching Brief at the Maiden Stone near Chapel of Garioch, Aberdeenshire (Fig.1) ahead of 

the installation of a winter frost cover. 

Figure 1: Location and post-excavation plan of the trench. 
Inset No. 2 © Crown copyright. All rights reserved 2014. Licence number 100036933.

The Maiden Stone is a Class II Pictish standing stone, considered to be of 8th/9th Century date. The stone 

stands 3m high above ground and is sculpted with pre-Christian and Christian symbols in relief, with 

raised knotwork panels within the shorter side panels. The stone is reported to have been moved at some 

time prior to 1855 when the adjacent road was built, requiring its relocation to its present situation on a 

gently sloping area of arable farmland. In order to protect the weathered motifs from frost damage, a 

cover was to be emplaced around the stone during winter months. This required the excavation of a 

trench of minor depth around the stone, reducing the upslope side to the S and W of the stone by 10cm 

1 



M i n o r  A r c h a e o l o g i c a l  W o r k s  2 0 1 4 / 2 0 1 5 :  H S C O - 9 0 2 1 0 - 2 0 1 4 - 0 1  

while building up the downslope area to the N and E by 10cm, thereby providing the base for a level 

foundation on which the cover could sit.  

The excavation was carried out manually by Historic Scotland staff under archaeological supervision, and 

the work was carried out on 20th March, 2014. 

D E S C R I P T I O N  

The trench measured 2.70m NE/SW  x 1.90m SE/NW. Upon removing the turf 001 to the required 

depth of 10cm, a layer of protruding sub-angular boulders in a compact matrix of mid-brown silt 002 was 

uncovered. Although this was potentially an area of levelling associated with the relocation of the 

standing stone it was not clear what it represented exactly, and the removal of the boulders would have 

entailed an added depth of perhaps 20cm to the excavation. In consultation with Historic Scotland, it was 

decided that this would take the excavation out-with the remit of the brief and the trench was recorded in 

plan and backfilled to make it safe for the visiting public. 

Plate 1: Boulders and silt immediately below the turf. 
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C O N C L U S I O N S  

The Ordnance Survey Name Book of 1867 states: 

A trench was lately made round the stone but no sepulchral remains were found and it was subsequently discovered 

that the stone had probably been removed a few paces westward from its first site when the adjoining road was made. 

The stone stands south of the road running out west of the Chapel of Garioch. 

It may be that there was previous local knowledge of the stone having been moved. An image from the 

RCAHMS Canmore website1 (belonging to the Society of Antiquaries of Scotland Collection) shows two 

views of the Maiden Stone, drawn in 1832, and captioned 'Annotated drawings of both faces of cross slab 

from album, p.33.' The drawing (see Fig. 2) shows the Maiden Stone on a protruding mound (in contrast 

to its current situation). In the background is the distinctive peak and saddle of Mither Tap, one of the 

high peaks of the Bennachie Range (indicated by an arrow). 

Figure 2: An 1832 illustration showing the front (left) and rear of the Maiden Stone. The distinctive 
peak and saddle of Mither Tap is indicated by the arrow (right). Copyright RCAHMS. 

In this illustration, the stone appears to sit at a raking angle. Compared to its present situation, more of 

Mither Tap can be seen in the 1832 illustration, suggesting that it was drawn from a higher viewpoint. This 

cannot be achieved at the moment because the area around the stone is flat and the road and ground to 

the N and W falls away. It is therefore possible that the stone did indeed originally sit to the E, towards or 

in the area of the road, and that the 1832 image shows the original in situ position, inclination and 

orientation of the stone. The original mound was probably destroyed during the creation of the road, and 

1 Society of Antiquaries of Scotland Annotated drawings of both faces of cross slab from album, page 33. Digital image of 
ABD/503/1/P.SC730233 Copyright RCAHMS. 
Accessed May, 2014: http://canmore.rcahms.gov.uk/en/site/18978/details/chapel+of+garioch+the+maiden+stone/
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the stone was moved onto lower, flatter ground a short distance to the W where it was re-erected on the 

same orientation, but made to sit vertically.  

 

Alternatively, the 1832 illustration could show the current position of the Maiden Stone before the area 

around it was levelled - something that could be tested archaeologically, as this earlier ground surface 

should survive below the levelling material. 

 

Having observed the terrain around the Maiden Stone and noted the peculiarities in position and 

inclination between the 1832 illustration and its current setting, it seems reasonable to conclude that the 

stone has been relocated. This probably occurred at some point between 1832 (when it was drawn in its 

original position) and 1855 when some investigation of the site took place. This would also suggest that 

the road is post-1832. The stone was not moved more than 'a few paces' to the W, meaning that although 

not in situ, it is still located in the immediate environs of its original setting, and is therefore sited in an 

area that should be considered to be of high archaeological potential; thus, any further ground-breaking 

works should be accompanied by an archaeological watching brief. 

  

L I S T  O F  C O N T E X T S  

Number Description 
001 Turf up to 10cm thick 
002 Layer of mid-brown compact silt and boulders below 001 
 

L I S T  O F  D I G I T A L  P H O T O G R A P H S  

No. Description From Date 
1 Pre-excavation shot of the Maiden Stone W 20/03/2014 
2 Pre-excavation shot of the Maiden Stone W 20/03/2014 
3 Pre-excavation shot of the Maiden Stone NW 20/03/2014 
4 Pre-excavation shot of the Maiden Stone NE 20/03/2014 
5 Pre-excavation shot of the Maiden Stone E 20/03/2014 
6 Removal of turf in progress N 20/03/2014 
7 Boulders and silt below the turf NW 20/03/2014 
8 Boulders and silt below the turf N 20/03/2014 
9 Boulders and silt below the turf SW 20/03/2014 
10 Base of the Maiden Stone and protruding boulders SW 20/03/2014 
11 Boulders and silt below the turf NE 20/03/2014 
12 Boulders and silt below the turf S 20/03/2014 
13 Boulders and silt below the turf S 20/03/2014 
 

L I S T  O F  D R A W I N G S  

Number Type Description Scale 
001 Plan Trench, post-excavation 1:20 
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