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I N T R O D U C T I O N  

Under the terms of its PIC call-off contract with Historic Scotland, Kirkdale Archaeology was asked to 

monitor the excavation of two trenches on the esplanade of Stirling Castle – one for the footings of a 

new ticket office (Trench 1), which measured 4m x 4m in plan, and the other for a new bike rack (Trench 

2) which measured 4.75m E/W x 1.2m N/S in plan. The trenches were located towards the E side of the

esplanade immediately N of the E boundary wall (Fig.1). 

Figure 1: Plan showing the location of Trenches 1 and 2 
Inset No. 2 © Crown copyright. All rights reserved 2014. Licence number 100036933.

The work was carried out by Historic Scotland staff under archaeological supervision, and took place 

between 11th - 13th February, 2014. 
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D E S C R I P T I O N  

Trench 1 was excavated initially – tarmac (001) and modern hardcore (002) were removed to a general 

depth of 0.3m. A further spread of chippings in grey silt (003) was revealed and removed to a depth of 

c.0.15m. At this point natural deposits were uncovered across the trench; a light orange brown till (004) 

lay over eroded bedrock. These natural deposits sloped down towards the NE side of the trench and a 

dark grey shallow silty deposit (005) sealed both to a maximum depth of 0.1m at the very SW corner of 

the trench.  

Figure 2: Post-excavation plans of trenches 1 and 2 

Trench 2 revealed the same sequence of deposits over the natural, and showed the same sloping profile. 

2 



M i n o r  A r c h a e o l o g i c a l  W o r k s  2 0 1 4 / 2 0 1 5 :  H S C O - 9 0 2 9 1 - 2 0 1 4 - 0 1  

Figure 3: Trench 1, SE-facing section (top) and NE-facing section 

Plate 1: Post-excavation shot of Trench 1 (foreground) and Trench 2 

C O N C L U S I O N S  

The evidence suggests that the 'natural' approach to the castle lay towards the NE side of both trenches. 

The sloping profile of the natural bedrock and till appears to define the SW side of the route, now largely 

fossilised in the present cobbled road up the to the site. 

3 



M i n o r  A r c h a e o l o g i c a l  W o r k s  2 0 1 4 / 2 0 1 5 :  H S C O - 9 0 2 9 1 - 2 0 1 4 - 0 1  

L I S T  O F  C O N T E X T S  

Number Description 
001 Tarmac, 0.1m deep 
002 Hardcore footings for 001 – c.0.1m deep 
003 Levelling deposit – grey silt and chippings – 0.12m deep 
004 Orange till 0.03m deep (natural, directly over the bedrock) 

005 Shallow silty fill, pressed against the sloping profile of the natural: maximum depth 
0.1m. 

 

L I S T  O F  D R A W I N G S  

No. Type Description Scale 
1 Plan Post-excavation, trenches 1 and 2 1:20 
2 Section Trench 1, SE-facing 1:20 
3 Section Trench 1, NE-facing 1:20 

 

L I S T  O F  D I G I T A L  P H O T O G R A P H S  

No. Description From Date 
1 Trench 1 S 11/02/2014 
2 Trench 2 SE 13/02/2014 
3 Trench 1 (waterlogged) with Trench 2 S 13/02/2014 
4 Trench 2 completed SW 13/02/2014 
5 Trench 2 W 13/02/2014 
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