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D E S C R I P T I O N : Archaeological monitoring during the installation of new lights in an area 

around the statue of Robert Bruce on the castle esplanade. 
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I N T R O D U C T I O N  

Under the terms of its PIC call-off contract with Historic Scotland, Kirkdale Archaeology was asked to 

undertake an archaeological watching brief at Stirling Castle during the installation of four lights within 

the repaved area around the base of the Robert Bruce statue. The statue is located on the eastern side of 

the Esplanade (Fig.1). 

Figure 1: Plan showing the location of the Robert Bruce statue and the area of works. 

Inset No. 2 © Crown copyright. All rights reserved 2014. Licence number 100036933.

The excavations were carried out manually by Historic Scotland staff under archaeological supervision. 

The work took place on 16th June, 2014. 
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D E S C R I P T I O N  

Each trench was to be dug to a depth of 300mm and measure c.500mm x 500mm in plan; however the 

work was abandoned when fragments (up to 50mm long) of white asbestos sheeting were found in the 

trench on the S side of the statue plinth (Trench 1). 

The centre point of the trench was located c.2.3m from the S face of the statue plinth. The upper fill 

comprised loose, imported stone chippings (001) over an imported dump of reddish coloured clay rich silt 

and stones (002) up to 100mm deep. Asbestos was found immediately below 002, as part of the fill of a 

spread of dark grey silt and stones (003) which was reburied following consultation with Historic Scotland 

staff. 

Plate 1: View of Trench 1 during excavation. 

C O N C L U S I O N S  

Contexts 001 and 002 represent recent landscaping, utilising imported material. Context 003 with its 

asbestos sheeting fragments, is also indicative of recent (20th century) levelling, but is most likely 

associated with activities of the garrison, utilising debris cleared from elsewhere on the site. This material 

lies at a depth of c.200mm below the present ground level, in the vicinity of the statue base. 
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L I S T  O F  C O N T E X T S  

Number Description 
001 Imported, commercially purchased stone chippings, up to 100mm deep. 
002 Imported, reddish clay rich silt and stones, up to 100mm deep, sealed by 001. 

003 Dark, loose dark grey silt and stone fragments, sealed by 002, containing white 
asbestos sheet fragments. Unexcavated. 

 

L I S T  O F  D I G I T A L  P H O T O G R A P H S  

No. Description From Date 
1 Trench 1 during excavation - 001 and 002 removed  SE 16/06/2014 
2 Trench 1 during excavation - 001 and 002  removed  SE 16/06/2014 
3 Trench 1 during excavation - 001 and 002  removed  SE 16/06/2014 
4 Trench 1 during excavation - 001 and 002  removed  S 16/06/2014 
5 General view of work in progress  S 16/06/2014 
6 General view of work in progress  S 16/06/2014 
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