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1.0 INTRODUCTION

Under the terms of its PIC call-off contract with Historic Scotland, Kirkdale

Archaeology was asked to monitor the excavation of ten small holes in the grounds

of Holyrood Palace. These were designed to take permanent survey markers, and

were located around the S, E and N sides of the Palace complex. All the holes were

hand dug by Historic Scotland staff, under archaeological supervision, and all

measured 400mm x 400mm x125mm (Length x Width x Depth).

2.0 DESCRIPTION AND INTERPRETATION

Trench 1was located to the SE of the Palace, just to the S of the gravel path that skirts

the building. It was dug through moderately compact black sandy silt that contained

some small sub angular gravel chips throughout.

Trench 2 was dug to the SE of Trench 1, close to the E boundary wall of the Palace

grounds. The soil encountered was a moderately compact black sandy silt, with

occasional small sub angular gravel chips and frequent roots throughout.

Trench 3 was to the W of Trench 2, close to the S boundary of the Palace grounds.

The deposit excavated was again a moderately compact black sandy silt, with small

amounts of sub angular gravel within.

Trench 4 was located a little to the NW of Trench 3. Moderately compact black sandy

silt was encountered, with some medium sized stones throughout. One of these bore

traces of pale yellow mortar.

Trench 5 was to the NE of Trench 4. Moderately compact black sandy silt flecked

with mortar was encountered.

Trench 6 was dug to the NE of the Abbey ruins, within a raised flower bed.
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Moderately compact black sandy silt with some sub angular gravel chips within it

was removed.

Trench 7 was dug to the NW of Trench 7, due N of the upstanding E end of the

Abbey. A moderately compact black sandy silt with some sub angular gravel chips

and roots throughout was excavated.

Figure 1: Trench 1 following excavation.

Trench 8 lay some 20m N of the W end of the Abbey ruins. A moderately compact

black sandy silt, with occasional rounded gravel chips, was encountered.

Trench 9 was excavated to the NW of Trench 8, some 10m S of the sundial. A

moderately compact black sandy silt with some sub angular gravel chips and roots

was encountered.

Trench 10 was dug to the N of Trench 9, lying to the E of the gate at the N end of the

W wall that surrounds the site, in a raised bed of heather. Some 50mm of black sandy

silt was removed, overlying a pale grey silty clay; both were thick with roots.



3

3.0 CONCLUSIONS

All these trenches were of such shallow depth that nothing of archaeological

significance was recorded. The similar black sandy silt encountered in all trenches is

likely to reflect the latest phase of use of the site as a garden.

4.0 APPENDIX 1: LIST OF DRAWINGS

No. Description Scale

1 Plan showing location of survey points NTS

5.0 APPENDIX 3: LIST OF DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHS

No. Description From Date

1 Trench 1 as finished E 22/04/2010

2 Trench 1, general shot SE 22/04/2010

3 Trench 2 as finished N 22/04/2010

4 Trench 2, general shot SE 22/04/2010

5 Trench 3 as finished S 22/04/2010

6 Trench 3, general shot S 22/04/2010

7 Trench 4 as finished SE 22/04/2010

8 Trench 4, general shot S 22/04/2010

9 Trench 5 as finished S 22/04/2010

10 Trench 5, general shot S 22/04/2010

11 Trench 6 as finished SE 22/04/2010

12 Trench 6, general shot NW 22/04/2010

13 Trench 7 as finished SE 22/04/2010

14 Trench 7, general shot W 22/04/2010

15 Trench 8 as finished N 22/04/2010

16 Trench 8, general shot N 22/04/2010

17 Trench 9 as finished N 22/04/2010

18 Trench 9, general shot NW 22/04/2010

19 Trench 10 as finished S 22/04/2010

20 Trench 10, general shot E 22/04/2010




