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I N T R O D U C T I O N  

Under the terms of its PIC call-off contract with Historic Scotland, Kirkdale Archaeology was asked to 

carry out an archaeological watching brief in the cemetery of St. Andrew's Cathedral during the 

excavation of three small trenches to house stone plinths on which new information boards could be 

attached (Fig. 1).  

Figure 1: Plan showing the general locations of the three trenches. 
Mapping  © Crown copyright. All rights reserved 2016. Licence number 100036933.

Excavation was undertaken by hand, by Historic Scotland staff under archaeological supervision, and 

took place on 26th September, 2016. 
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D E S C R I P T I O N  

Trench 1 was opened up against the west face of St Rule’s Tower, a small subsidiary church to the south-

east of the cathedral itself. St Rule’s has a complex (and controversial) architectural history, but today 

comprises two main components: a narrow tall rectangular chamber to the east with a taller tower to the 

west. The west face of this tower displays the scars of roof lines indicating that it once continued to the 

west. A large opening between two broad vertical roll mouldings has been partly in-filled to create a 

smaller door. Sockets cut into these roll mouldings suggest that a wooden porch once stood here, 

presumably post-dating the removed western building. 

The trench was located to the north of the extant door, at the base of the northern of the two roll 

mouldings. It measured 54cm N/S by 43cm E/W and reached a maximum depth of 8cm. the topsoil 100 

proved to be a very fine light brown silt, while at the base of the trench 101 was a similar soil matrix, but 

with flecks of mortar throughout. 

Plate 1: Trench 1, as finished. 

Trench 2 was located in the south-east corner of the graveyard, 6.25m north of the gate connecting the 

older graveyard with an extension to the south-east. A highly eroded, probably eighteenth century, 

gravestone (illegible) was situated 1.9m north of the trench. The trench measured 54cm E/W by 43cm 

N/S and reached a depth of 8cm. Fine light brown silt 200 overlay 201, a similar soil with some mortar 

flecks and rounded gravel inclusions throughout. 
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Plate 2: Trench 2, as finished. 

Trench 3 was opened up on the south side of the path running around the northern end of the cathedral. 

It was aligned parallel to this path (approximately NW/SE) and was located opposite a gate through the 

north side of the cemetery wall, just north of the east end of the cathedral. The trench measured 54cm 

NW/SE x 43cm NE/SW. A similar sequence of 8cm of fine light brown silt 300 was removed to expose 

a similar soil, 301, flecked with mortar. 

Plate 3: Trench 3, as finished. 
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Figure 2: Trenches 1 – 3, post-excavation plans. 
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C O N C L U S I O N S  

All three trenches revealed a similar sequence of topsoil over a similar soil with mortar and stone 

inclusions. This basal deposit may well represent the disturbed soil of the cemetery. No bone was seen, 

and nothing of archaeological significance was found. 

L I S T  O F  C O N T E X T S

Context Trench Description 
100 1 Topsoil, fine light brown silt. 
101 1 Fine light brown silt flecked with mortar at base of  trench. 
200 2 Topsoil, fine light brown silt. 
201 2 Fine light brown silt with mortar and rounded pebbles at base of  trench. 
300 3 Topsoil, fine light brown silt. 
301 3 Fine light brown silt flecked with mortar at base of  trench. 

L I S T  O F  D R A W I N G S

No. Type Description Scale 
1 Plan Trench locations. 1:50 

L I S T  O F  D I G I T A L  P H O T O G R A P H S

No. Description From Date 
1 Trench 1, pre-excavation. W 29/09/2016 
2 Trench 1, pre-excavation. NW 29/09/2016 
3 West face of  St Rule’s church. W 29/09/2016 
4 Trench 1, as finished. W 29/09/2016 
5 Trench 1, as finished. W 29/09/2016 
6 Trench 1, as finished. W 29/09/2016 
7 Trench 2, pre-excavation. E 29/09/2016 
8 Trench 2, as finished. E 29/09/2016 
9 Trench 3, pre-excavation. N 29/09/2016 
10 Trench 3, as finished. NW 29/09/2016 
11 Trench 3, as finished. NW 29/09/2016 
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