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I N T R O D U C T I O N  

Under the terms of its Properties-In-Care (PIC) call-off contract with Historic Scotland, 

Kirkdale Archaeology was requested to undertake an archaeological watching brief during 

the excavation of a series of eight trenches aligned approximately NW/SE across the access 

road within the gateway at Blackness Castle (Fig.1). Each trench was intended to receive a 

collapsible bollard, set in concrete. The trenches measured 1.17m x 0.52m x 0.3m deep (with 

the long axis aligned NE/SW), and were evenly spaced at 1.5m intervals (measured from 

centre-point to centre-point). All excavation was carried out by hand, by Historic Scotland 

staff under archaeological supervision. 

The work took place over three days, from 15th February - 17th February 2012. 

Figure 1: Plan showing the location of Blackness Castle, and the site of the present works 
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D E S C R I P T I O N  

The eight trenches were numbered consecutively from the W and were excavated, recorded  

and filled in a rolling programme of work, two trenches at a time. This was designed in 

order to minimise disturbance to visitor access.  All the trenches were identical in fill apart 

from Trench 1 (see below). The ground in general proved to be extremely compacted, and 

required the use of hammer drills to break through the upper metalled surface and its 

bedding. 

Trench 1 

This lay 1.29m S of the castle parapet wall, and the upper 0.3m comprised two deposits of a 

heavily compacted stony aggregate (001). This gave way to a spread of demolition debris, 

characterised by concrete fragments and stone, some 0.05m deep (002). Removal of 002 

reached the limit of required excavation, but exposed the W side of a N/S aligned brick 

surface  (003), running parallel with the E  section of the trench. In the W part of the trench 

was a dark silty deposit (005) and a further brick structure was revealed, running diagonally 

across the SW corner of the trench (004). The latter was apparently a detached section of 003 

or a similar such feature. 

Trenches 2 - 8 

All these trenches featured the same sequence of increasingly compacted fills. Uppermost 

was context 001, an aggregate, overlying rubble (002) to the required depth. 

C O N C L U S I O N S  

The results of this programme of work demonstrated that little of archaeological interest 

exists within a depth of 0.3m of the present road surface in the vicinity of the present area of 

excavation. Traffic and successive dumps of aggregate have created a very solid surface over 

a shallow demolition horizon. The latter derives from a demolished stone and brick 

structure which lay between the present shop and the parapet wall, demolished in the late-

20th century  to allow car parking and easier visitor access. A flooring deposit of laid bricks 

from the building was found in Trench 1, and it is likely that more of the building footprint 

extends across the present access road. 
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L I S T  O F  C O N T E X T S  

No. Description 
001 Imported aggregate – pink chippings, commercially sourced. Up to 0.15m deep. 

002 Demolition debris from the cleared structure. Bricks, stone fragments and concrete 
fragments, up to 0.1m deep. 

003 N edge of brick floor, comprised of six bricks set in mortar. Each brick measured 230mm x 
110mm x 90mm deep. Found only in Trench 1. Extended for 1.17m N/S. 

004 Broken/detached fragment of 003, comprised of three conjoined bricks, lying across the SW 
corner of Trench 1. 

005 Dark silt and small stones (unexcavated). Abutted the W edge of 003. 
 

 

L I S T  O F  D I G I T A L  P H O T O G R A P H S  

No. Description From Date 
01 Trench 1, as completed N 15/02/2012 
02 Trench 1, as completed E 15/02/2012 
03 Trench 1, N-facing section N 15/02/2012 
04 Trench 1, W-facing section W 15/02/2012 
05 Trench 1, SW-facing section SW 15/02/2012 
06 Trench 2, as completed W 15/02/2012 
07 Trench 2, as completed E 15/02/2012 
08 Trench 2, S-facing section S 15/02/2012 
09 Trench 2, SW-facing section SW 15/02/2012 
10 Trench 2, as completed SW 15/02/2012 
11 Trench 3, as completed S 15/02/2012 
12 Trench 3, as completed SW 15/02/2012 
13 Trench 3, SW-facing section SW 15/02/2012 
14 Trench 3, SW-facing section SW 15/02/2012 
15 Trench 6, SW-facing section SW 17/02/2012 
16 Trench 6, as completed SW 17/02/2012 
17 Trench 7, as completed SW 17/02/2012 
18 Trench 7, SW-facing section SW 17/02/2012 
19 Trench 8, SW-facing section SW 17/02/2012 
20 Trench 8, as completed SW 17/02/2012 
21 Trench 8, as completed SW 17/02/2012 
22 Trench 8, as completed N 17/02/2012 
23 Trench 8, as completed S 17/02/2012 
24 Trenches 6, 7 and 8, work in progress SE 17/02/2012 
25 Trenches 1 - 8, work in progress E 17/02/2012 
26 Trenches 1 - 8, work in progress W 17/02/2012 
27 Trenches 1 - 8, work in progress N 17/02/2012 
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