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I N T R O D U C T I O N  

Under the terms of its Properties-In-Care (PIC) call-off contract with Historic Scotland, 

Kirkdale Archaeology was asked to undertake an archaeological watching brief on the 

excavation of a small trench close to Blackness Castle, West Lothian, to house a stone plinth 

for a new interpretation panel (Fig.1). 

Figure 1: Plan showing the location of Blackness Castle, and the area of works. 
Inset No. 2 © Crown copyright. All rights reserved 2012. Licence number 100036933. 

The castle sits at the seaward end of a short promontory orientated roughly SW/NE, jutting 

out into the Firth of Forth. To the S of the castle the low ridge that makes up this promontory 
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is capped by a dovecot and the foundations of a chapel. On its SE side the ground drops 

down towards the sea, where an expanse of flat grass sits at the back of a low sea wall.  This 

is perhaps one meter above the beach, and appears to be of relatively recent date. 

The trench was hand dug by Historic Scotland staff under archaeological supervision, and 

the work took place on 26th April 2012. 

D E S C R I P T I O N  

Trench 1 

The trench measured 1m x 1m in plan. The topsoil 100 comprised a mid-grey silty sand 

some 0.08m thick. This sealed 101, a loose sand with frequent small rounded stones some 

shell and occasional discrete patches of mid-grey silty sand.  Context 101 was not bottomed. 

C O N C L U S I O N S  

The flat expanse of grass that the trench was dug through is level with the top of the sea 

wall, a feature that appears quite recent. This area of grass was doubtless landscaped when 

the wall was built. 

2 



M i n o r  A r c h a e o l o g i c a l  W o r k s  2 0 1 2 :  H S C O - 9 0 0 3 6 -2 0 1 2 - 0 3  

L I S T  O F  C O N T E X T S  

No. Description 
101 Silty sand topsoil 
102 Sand rich in stones below 100 

 

L I S T  O F  D I G I T A L  P H O T O G R A P H S  

No. Description From Date 
01 Trench being opened SW 26/04/2012 
02 Trench being opened SW 26/04/2012 
03 Trench location from dovecot NW 26/04/2012 
04 Trench location from dovecot NW 26/04/2012 
05 Trench as finished W 26/04/2012 
06 Trench as finished W 26/04/2012 

 

L I S T  O F  D R A W I N G S  

No. Type Description Scale 
01 Plan Location plan of Trench 1 1:5000 
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