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I N T R O D U C T I O N  

Under the terms of its Properties-In-Care (PIC) call-off contract with Historic Scotland, 

Kirkdale Archaeology was asked to undertake an archaeological watching brief at 

Craignethan Castle in the Clyde Valley, near Crossford, during the excavation of three 

trenches to install a fence close to the NE angle of the ravine, next to the NE Tower, and 

during the planting of shrubs ranging from this fence, along the ravine E of the castle and 

around the SE corner (Fig.1). Within 2-3 years the shrubs will form an impenetrable barrier 

which will close off the potentially dangerous area where the ground falls away from the 

castle to the River Nethan below. The shrubs planted included common hazel, blackthorn, 

hawthorn and wild rose. 

The excavations were carried out manually by an external gardening contractor under 

archaeological supervision. The work took place on 14th March 2012 and 16th March 2012. 

D E S C R I P T I O N  

Trench 1 

Trench 1 was located 1.70m N of the N wall of the NE Tower (3.50m W of the NE corner). 

The trench measured 0.4m N/S x 0.4m E/W and was excavated to a depth of 0.92m. The 

trench was initially excavated with a spade and thereafter with a set of potholers. The turf 

and mid-brown topsoil 101 was 0.3m thick and contained several large (up to 0.2m x 0.14m 

in size) angular blocks of basalt. Some of this material may have derived from the 1984 and 

1995 excavations carried out in the area of the NE Tower undertaken by Scotia Archaeology. 

This relatively loose layer cleared onto a 0.2m thick layer of greyish clay flecked with 

charcoal, 102. Below this was the orangey natural boulder clay 103, exposed to a depth of 

0.42m.  

Trench 2 

Trench 2 was located 2.75m E of the centre of the E wall of the NE Tower. The trench 

measured 0.4m N/S x 0.4m E/W and was excavated to a depth of 0.92m. The trench was 

initially excavated with a spade and thereafter with a set of potholers. The turf and mid-

brown topsoil 201 was 0.3m thick, and contained several large (up to 0.25m x 0.2m in size) 
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angular blocks of basalt. Again, some of this material may have derived from the earlier 

excavations carried out in the area of the NE Tower by Scotia Archaeology. This relatively 

loose layer cleared onto a 0.2m thick layer of greyish clay flecked with charcoal, 202. Below 

this was the orangey natural boulder clay 203, exposed to a depth of 0.42m. 

Figure 1: Plan showing the location of Craignethan Castle, and the area of works. 
Inset No. 2 © Crown copyright. All rights reserved 2012. Licence number 100036933. 
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Trench 3 

Trench 3 was located 1.80m NE of the NE angle of the NE Tower. The trench measured 0.4m 

N/S x 0.4m E/W and was excavated to a depth of 0.92m. The trench was initially excavated 

with a spade and thereafter with a set of potholers. The turf and mid-brown topsoil 301 was 

0.7m thick and contained several large (up to 0.4m x 0.4m in size) angular blocks of basalt. 

As before, some of this material may have derived from earlier work undertaken by Scotia 

Archaeology. This relatively loose layer cleared onto a 0.18m thick layer of greyish clay 

flecked with charcoal, 302. Below this was the orangey natural boulder clay 303, exposed to 

a depth of 0.04m. 

No finds were recovered from any of the three trenches. 

C O N C L U S I O N S  

The loose nature of the topsoil combined with the presence of large pieces of angular rubble 

suggests that this may be material derived from the internal excavations of the NE tower. A 

brief look at the PSAS report suggests that there were trenches placed externally against (at 

least) the N wall of the NE tower, and this may explain the nature of the topsoil here. The 

planting of the shrubs will seal off this section of the ravine within the next 2-3 years, 

rendering the area E of the castle safer for visitors. The shrubs were planted randomly and 

should knit together over time. Nothing of archaeological interest was recovered during the 

watching brief, but the environs of the castle must be considered of high archaeological 

potential and future ground-breaking works should have an archaeological watching brief 

attached.  
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L I S T  O F  C O N T E X T S

No. Description 
101 Topsoil with angular boulders 
102 Greyish clay flecked with charcoal 
103 Orange boulder clay 
201 Topsoil with angular boulders 
202 Greyish clay flecked with charcoal 
203 Orange boulder clay 
301 Topsoil with angular boulders 
302 Greyish clay flecked with charcoal 
303 Orange boulder clay 

L I S T  O F  D I G I T A L  P H O T O G R A P H S

No. Description From Date 
01 New fence in position W 16/3/2012 
02 New fence in position SW 16/3/2012 
03 New fence in position NW 16/3/2012 
04 New fence in position S 16/3/2012 
05 Planting in progress SW 16/3/2012 
06 Planting in progress N 16/3/2012 
07 Planting in progress N 16/3/2012 
08 Planting in progress S 16/3/2012 
09 Planting in progress S 16/3/2012 
10 View of planting from the NE tower SW 16/3/2012 
11 View of planting from the NE tower W 16/3/2012 
12 View of planting from the NE tower W 16/3/2012 
13 Planting in progress N 16/3/2012 
14 Typical examples of the planting trenches W 16/3/2012 
15 Planting in progress N 16/3/2012 
16 Planting in progress S 16/3/2012 
17 SW limit of planting SW 16/3/2012 
18 N limit of planting W 16/3/2012 
19 Pre-excavation shot of fence location S 14/3/2012 
20 De-turfing Trench 1 N 14/3/2012 
21 NE Tower and path W 14/3/2012 
22 NE Tower and path W 14/3/2012 
23 Trenches 1 and 2, work in progress SE 14/3/2012 
24 Trenches 1 and 2, work in progress SE 14/3/2012 
25 Post-excavation shot of S-facing section in Trench 1 S 14/3/2012 
26 Post-excavation shot of S-facing section in Trench 1 S 14/3/2012 
27 Rubble taken from Trench 3 N 14/3/2012 
28 Trench 3, work in progress showing rubble S 14/3/2012 
29 Trench 3, work in progress showing rubble S 14/3/2012 
30 Post-excavation shot of Trench 2 N 14/3/2012 
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No. Description From Date 
31 Post-excavation shot of Trench 2 N 14/3/2012 
32 Post-excavation shot of Trench 3 S 14/3/2012 

 

L I S T  O F  D R A W I N G S  

No. Type Description Scale 
01 Plan Location plan of trenches 1 - 3 1:50 
02 Plan Sketch plan of the area of planting NTS 
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