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I N T R O D U C T I O N  

Under the terms of its Properties-In-Care (PIC) call-off contract with Historic Scotland, 

Kirkdale Archaeology was requested to undertake an archaeological watching brief on the 

erection of a new sign close to the entrance of Sweetheart Abbey (Fig.1). All work was 

undertaken by Historic Scotland staff under archaeological supervision, and the work took 

place on 21st March 2012. 

 

 
Figure 1: Plan showing the location of Sweetheart Abbey, and the site of the new sign. 
Inset No. 2 © Crown copyright. All rights reserved 2012. Licence number 100036933. 
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D E S C R I P T I O N  

The area to be excavated measured 0.6m x 0.6m in plan, centred on the existing sign, and 

was to be dug to a depth of 0.45m. The trench was located 8.6m E of the NW corner of the 

site, some 1.55m W of the entrance gate. 

 

Work started with the removal of the existing sign and its associated concrete base. When 

this was finally levered out of the ground, it was found to measure 0.37m x 0.37m at its base, 

narrowing towards the top, and 0.4m tall. The removal of this redundant base had already 

opened up most of the required area for the new sign, and small scale trimming around the 

edge of the trench showed it to be a dark grey slightly clayey silt, rich in small rounded 

stones, containing occasional small angular fragments of red sandstone throughout (001). 

 

C O N C L U S I O N S  

Due to the small size of the trench, and the minimal excavation required, little new was 

revealed to add to the history of Sweetheart Abbey. Perhaps the occasional fragments of red 

sandstone were from the Abbey, as the almost entirely ruinous W range lay just a few 

metres E of the trench. 

 

 

 

 

L I S T  O F  C O N T E X T S  

No. Description 

001 Dark grey slightly clayey silt rich in small rounded stones, containing occasional small 
angular fragments of red sandstone throughout 

 

 

L I S T  O F  D I G I T A L  P H O T O G R A P H S  

No. Description From Date 
01 Trench being opened SE 21/03/2011 
02 Trench being opened W 21/03/2011 
03 Concrete plinth from the existing sign, following extraction E 21/03/2011 
04 Trench as finished E 21/03/2011 
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