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INTRODUCTION

Under the terms of its Properties-In-Care (PIC) call-off contract with Historic Scotland,

Kirkdale Archaeology was requested to undertake an archaeological watching brief during

the excavation of three trenches to house permanent survey markers (PSMs) at Knock

Castle, as part of an on-going survey of the castle and its grounds (Fig.1).

The work was undertaken by Historic Scotland staff under archaeological supervision, and

was carried out on 9t November 2011.
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Figure 1: Plan showing the location of Knock Castle and the site of the present works.
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DESCRIPTION

TRENCH 1

Trench 1 (for PSM 1) lay to the NW of the tower near the enclosing stone dyke. The trench
measured 35cm x 35cm x 15cm deep. Below the turf 101 was a layer of mid-brown silt 102,
containing sub-rounded granite rubble, pieces of which were typically c.12cm across. The
rubble may have come from the collapse of one of the courtyard structures, but contained no

traces of mortar. No artefacts were recovered.

TRENCH 2

Trench 2 (for PSM 2) lay to the NE of the tower on the flat portion of the castle knoll. The
trench measured 35cm x 35cm x 15cm deep. Below the turf 201 was a layer of mid-brown silt
202, containing sub-rounded granite rubble, pieces of which typically measured c.6-8cm

across. The silt was cut through by medium sized tree roots. No artefacts were recovered.

TRENCH 3

Trench 3 (for PSM 3) lay to the SW of the tower at the foot of the castle knoll adjacent to
some mature trees. The trench measured 35cm x 35cm x 15cm deep initially. The inability to
sink the survey spike meant that the trench was first extended to the SW by 20cm, and then
to the NE by 20cm. Below the turf 301 was a layer of compact mid-brown silt 302, containing
small sub-rounded stone inclusions, typically measuring <2cm in size. The silt was cut

through by medium sized tree roots. No artefacts were recovered.

CONCLUSIONS
Nothing of archaeological interest was noted during the excavations due to the shallow

profile of each of the trenches.

The undulating terrain in the immediate vicinity of the castle indicates that substantial
remnants of a number of structures survive, and so any further ground-breaking activity

should be accompanied by an archaeological watching brief.
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302 | Compact mid-brown silt
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