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Minor Archaeological Works 2015/2016: HSCO-90305-2015-01

INTRODUCTION

Under the terms of its PIC contract with Historic Scotland, Kirkdale Archaeology was asked to carry out
an archaeological watching brief during the excavation of three trenches to house new signage at
Torphichen Preceptory near Bathgate in West Lothian. The sign in Trench 1 would replace an existing
pole sign on the north side of the path at the entrance gate, the one in Trench 2 was located on the grass
on the south side of the path to the south-west of the flag pole outside the Custodian’s hut, while the sign

in Trench 3 was located on the eastern side of the path to the south-east of the Custodian’s hut (see

Figure 1).
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Figure 1: Plan showing the location of the three trenches.

Inset No. 2 © Crown copyright. All rights reserved 2015. Licence number 100036933,

The trenches were excavated by hand, by Historic Scotland staff under archaeological supervision, and

the work was carried out on 19t and 20th March, 2015.
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DESCRIPTION

Trench 1

The sign intended for Trench 1 would replace an existing pole sign on the north side of the path at the
entrance gate to the church yard. The existing sign was partially excavated then 'rocked' out as it had a
sizeable concrete base. The resultant trench measured 0.6m N/S x 0.8m E/W x 0.6m deep. Its south-
western edge was located 2m east of the north side of the main entrance gate on the north side of the
main path to the church. The turf 101 was 13cm deep and overlay a layer of mid-brown silty garden soil
102 flecked with charcoal. The trench was levelled with excavated soil to provide the required depth of
0.25m.

Plate 1: The existing pole sign at the Trench 1 location during removal.

Trench 2

Trench 2 measured 0.94m N/S x 0.94m E/W x 0.35m deep?. The western side of Trench 2 was located
7.45m east of the south side of the main entrance gate on the south side of the main path to the church.
The turf and mid-brown silty stony topsoil 201 was 0.16m — 0.20m deep and had been introduced
(probably at some point in the late 19%/20% century) to cap a mixed levelling layer 202 of partially voided
angular rubble mixed with silt flecked with charcoal; this layer was only partially excavated to a depth of
0.15m. The finds from both of these layers (bottle glass/transfer printed pottery/barbed wire) indicated
the date suggested above, with layer 202 representing a levelling layer used to landscape the approach to
the church.

! The drawing which had been provided to the MCU did not indicate which direction the sign was to face, so as a result the original size of 0.94m

x 0.61m was expanded to 0.94m x 0.94m in order that the sign could be accommodated no matter what its orientation.
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Trench 3

Trench 3 measured 0.94m N/S x 0.62m E/W x 0.35m deep. Its southern edge was located 3.3m north of
the angle of the grassed area south of the main path to the church. The turf and mid-brown silty stony
topsoil 301 was 0.2m deep and had been introduced (probably at some point in the late 19t/20% century)
to cap a mixed levelling layer 302 of silt flecked with charcoal and mortar containing angular pieces of
sandstone and pieces of slate; again, it was only necessary to partially excavate this layer, to a depth of
0.15m. The modern finds (bottle glass/transfer printed pottery/barbed wire) from both of these layers
indicated the date suggested above, with layer 302 representing a levelling layer consisting of a large

amount of demolition debris.
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Figure 2: S-facing sections of trenches 1 (top), 2 (centre) and 3.

CONCLUSIONS

Nothing of archaeological interest was recovered during the works, with the trenches indicating that the
area has been subject to modern landscaping. However, in-situ archaeological deposits could still survive at
greater depths, so it is recommended that any further ground-breaking activities be accompanied by an

archaeological watching brief.
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LIST OF CONTEXTS
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101 Trench 1, turf.
102 Trench 1, mid-brown silty garden soil flecked with charcoal.
201 Trench 2, turf and mid-brown silty stony topsoil.
200 Trench 2, mixed levelling layer of partially voided angular rubble mixed with silt flecked with
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302 Trench 3, mixed levelling layer of silt flecked with charcoal and mortar containing angular

pieces of sandstone and pieces of slate.

LIST OF DRAWINGS

' No. Type Description
1 Plan Location of all three trenches. 1:50
1 Section S-facing, of all three trenches. 1:20
LIST OF DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHS
‘ No. ‘ Description From  Date

1 Preceptoty, church and cloister. NW 19/03/2015
2 Pre-excavation shot showing the location of Trench 3. W 19/03/2015
3 Pre-excavation shot showing the location of Trench 3. S 19/03/2015
4 Work in progress, Trench 3. SW 19/03/2015
5 Post-excavation shot of Trench 3, W-facing section. W 19/03/2015
6 Post-excavation shot of Trench 3, W-facing section. W 19/03/2015
7 Post-excavation shot of Trench 3. W 19/03/2015
8 Post-excavation shot of Trench 3. S 19/03/2015
9 Existing pole sign at Trench 1. SW 19/03/2015
10 Existing pole sign at Trench 1. W 19/03/2015
11 Existing pole sign at Trench 1 (removed). SW 19/03/2015
12 Existing pole sign at Trench 1 (removed). S 19/03/2015
13 Pre-excavation shot showing the location of Trench 2. NE 20/03/2015
14 Pre-excavation shot showing the location of Trench 2. W 20/03/2015
15 Pre-excavation shot showing the location of Trench 2. SW 20/03/2015
16 Work in progress, Trench 2. W 20/03/2015
17 Work in progress, Trench 2. NW 20/03/2015
18 Post-excavation shot of Trench 2. W 20/03/2015
19 Post-excavation shot of Trench 2. N 20/03/2015
20 Post-excavation shot of Trench 2. S 20/03/2015




	DES2015_001 Bar Hill Roman Fort
	HSCO-90008-2015-01 Antonine Wall Bar Hill
	Introduction
	DESCRIPTION

	DES2015_002 Blackness Castle
	HSCO-90036-2015-01 Blackness
	Introduction
	DESCRIPTION

	DES2015_003 Bothwell Castle
	HSCO-90038-2015-01 Bothwell
	Introduction
	DESCRIPTION

	DES2015_004 Calanais Standing Stones
	HSCO-90054-2015-01 Calanais
	Introduction
	DESCRIPTION

	DES2015_005 Castle of Old Wick
	HSCO-90065-2015-01 c of wick
	Introduction
	DESCRIPTION

	DES2015_006 Crichton Castle
	HSCO-90084-2015-01 Crichton Castle
	Introduction
	DESCRIPTION

	DES2015_007 Croy Hill
	HSCO-90011-2015-01 Antonine croyReport
	Introduction
	DESCRIPTION

	DES2015_008 Duffus Castle
	HSCO-90105-2014-01 Duffus
	Introduction
	DESCRIPTION

	DES2015_009 Dunchraigaig Cairn
	HSCO-90111-2015-01 Dunchra
	Introduction
	DESCRIPTION

	DES2015_010 Dunkeld Cathedral
	HSCO-90119-2015-01 Dunkeld
	Introduction
	DESCRIPTION

	DES2015_011 Edinburgh Castle - Governors Yard
	DES2015_012 Edinburgh Castle - SBR
	DES2015_013 Edinburgh Castle - St Margarets Chapel - Mons Meg
	DES2015_014 Edinburgh Castle - Water Tower WB
	HSCO-90130-2014-03 EC
	Introduction
	DESCRIPTION

	HSCO-90130-2015-01 EC
	Introduction
	DESCRIPTION

	HSCO-90130-2015-02 EC
	Introduction
	DESCRIPTION

	DES2015_015 Fort George
	HSCO-90146-2015-01 FG
	Introduction
	DESCRIPTION

	DES2015_017 Hermitage Castle
	HSCO-90161-2015-01 herm
	Introduction
	DESCRIPTION

	DES2015_018 Holyrood Park 1
	HSCO-90131-2015-01 H park
	Introduction
	DESCRIPTION

	DES2015_019 Holyrood Park 2
	HSCO-90131-2015-02 H park
	Introduction
	DESCRIPTION

	DES2015_020 Huntly Castle 1
	HSCO-90165-2014-04 huntly
	Introduction
	DESCRIPTION

	DES2015_021 Huntly Castle 2
	HSCO-90165-2015-01 huntly
	Introduction
	DESCRIPTION

	DES2015_022 Iona Abbey 1
	HSCO-90351-2015-01 iona
	Introduction
	DESCRIPTION
	CONCLUSIONs
	LIST OF CONTEXTS
	LIST OF DRAWINGS

	DES2015_023 Iona Abbey 2
	HSCO-90351-2015-02 iona
	Introduction
	DESCRIPTION

	DES2015_024 Kilwinning Abbey
	HSCO-90187-2015-01 kilwin
	Introduction
	DESCRIPTION

	DES2015_025 Linlithgow Palace SBR
	HSCO-90201-2015-01 linlit
	Introduction
	DESCRIPTION

	DES2015_026 Linlithgow Palace WB
	HSCO-90201-2015-02 linli
	Introduction
	DESCRIPTION

	DES2015_027 Melrose Abbey
	HSCO-90214-2015-01 melr
	Introduction
	DESCRIPTION

	DES2015_028 New Abbey Corn Mill
	HSCO-90323-2015-01 new abb cm
	Introduction
	DESCRIPTION

	DES2015_029 Ring Of Brodgar
	HSCO-90042-2014-01 RoB
	Introduction
	DESCRIPTION

	DES2015_030 Rough Castle
	HSCO-90013-2015-01 Anto rough c
	Introduction
	DESCRIPTION

	DES2015_031 St Andrews Cathedral
	HSCO-90260-2015-01 st a
	Introduction
	DESCRIPTION

	DES2015_032 St Blanes Church
	HSCO-90264-2015-01 st blane
	Introduction
	DESCRIPTION

	DES2015_033 Steinacleit
	HSCO-90284-2015-01 steina
	Introduction
	DESCRIPTION

	DES2015_034 Stirling Castle
	HSCO-90291-2015-01 sc
	Introduction
	DESCRIPTION

	DES2015_035 Suenos Stone
	HSCO-90292-2015-01 sueno
	Introduction
	DESCRIPTION

	DES2015_036 Tantallon Castle 1
	HSCO-90295-2015-01 tanta
	Introduction
	DESCRIPTION

	DES2015_037 Tantallon Castle 2
	DES2015_038 Torphichen
	HSCO-90305-2015-01 torphic
	Introduction
	DESCRIPTION




