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Archaeological Evaluation for a Manager’s Dwelling at  
Wideham Farm Equestrian Centre, Icklingham Road,  

West Stow, Suffolk. IP28 6HE. 
 

Location:  West Stow 

Grid Ref:  TL 8010 7166 

NHES Event No:  WSW 100 

Date of fieldwork: 14th August 2014 

 

1.0  Introduction 
 

Norvic Archaeology was commissioned by Mr Leigh Jarrett to undertake an archaeological 
evaluation by single trial trench on the site proposed for a single Manager’s House at 
Wideham Farm Equestrian Centre, Icklingham Road, West Stow Suffolk (Planning Ref. 
SE/13/0471/FUL). The overall plot for the house measures c. 1300m2 with a house footprint 
of c. 130m2. 

This site lies in an area of archaeological interest in the Lark Valley, within a multi-period 
historic landscape. The farm is located less than 100m north of a former Anglo-Saxon 
settlement, which is a statutorily protected Scheduled Monument (SM SF170).  

The archaeological monitoring was undertaken in accordance with a brief issued by 
Rachael Abraham of the Conservation Team of the Suffolk County Council Archaeological 
Service, on behalf of St Edmundsbury Borough Council. The aim of the evaluation was to 
investigate the potential of the site by trial trench in order to record the presence/absence, 
date, nature, and extent of any buried archaeological remains and features. This report 
presents a brief description of the methodology followed and an archaeological 
interpretation of the results. 

On completion of the project, the site archive will be offered for long term deposition with 
Suffolk County Council Archaeology Service, following the relevant policy on archiving 
standards. 

 

2.0 Summary of Results 
 
No archaeological deposits or finds were encountered during the work and the evaluation 
trench revealed only geological sands. The subsoil has been well-mixed by modern farming 
methods. Plough scars and evidence for mechanical de-stoning was noted at the interface 
between the shallow plough-soil and the natural sands below. 
 

The results of this single evaluation trench appear to demonstrate that the area of the 
proposed house can be considered to be of negligible archaeological potential.  
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3.0 Geology and Topography 
 
Wideham Farm Equestrian Centre is located in West Stow, Suffolk, c. 8km north-west of 
Bury St Edmunds. The farm is a purpose-built complex incorporating a redeveloped barn 
with stables, arena and round-pen, set in 47 acres with direct access to Kings Forest and 
the Icknield Way. 
 
The site is located off the Icklingham Road within open fields on the fringes of the Forestry 
Commission plantations now covering the former West Stow Heath. It is situated on well-
drained sandy soils c.550m north of the River Lark, at a height of c. 24m OD in the lee of a 
slight east-facing slope.  
 
The deeper underlying geology is cretaceous Upper Chalk, overlain by superficial 
glaciofluvial drift and river terrace deposits of quaternary sands & gravels - Geology of Britain 
Viewer at a scale of 1:50 (http://mapapps.bgs.ac.uk/geologyofbritain/home.html) & (Ordnance 
Survey 1983). 

 
The sub-surface geology of the site encountered during the fieldwork can be characterised 
as fine grained pale yellow sands with frost-fractured flints.  

 
4.0 Brief Archaeological and Historical Background 
 
The site is located in the parish of West Stow which lies amongst a relatively rich historic 
landscape. The parish has generated a variety of records which give evidence of human 
occupation and activity from most periods, in the form of find scatters, cropmarks, listed 
buildings and excavated sites. 
 
The proposed development can be considered to hold potential interest due to its location 
in an area of known archaeological sites recorded in the county Historic Environment 
Record (HER). The nature of the sites general position, overlooking the Lark valley, is a 
typical location for evidence of multi-period activity.  
 
A large number of surface finds of prehistoric flints are recorded for the area of Kings Forest 
and West Stow County Park. The most significant to the development is a Neolithic finds 
scatter located c. 100m to the north-west of the proposed house plot (WSW 022). This site 
has produced a noteworthy collection of artefacts which include a scatter of fifty arrowheads 
(transverse & leaf forms), axeheads, knives and fragments of late Neolithic grooved-ware.  
 
In addition, a Bronze Age thumbnail scraper was collected in 1968 from the gardens of 
Wideham Cottages, located c. 170m south-east of the proposed house site (WSW 003).  
 
The possible route of a Roman road between Icklingham and Pakenham (WSW 069) heads 
east-west across open fields c.75m to the south.  
 
Quarrying for gravels in 1849, c.100m to the south-west, in the area to the rear of Wideham 
Cottages, identified an Early Anglo-Saxon cemetery, reportedly with about 100 burials 
(WSW 003) one of which is reported to have had a stone coffin. Although not 
archaeologically excavated, the numerous finds and burials were reported on soon after by 
Tymms in the Proceedings of the Suffolk Institute of Archaeology (Tymms 1853). The finds 
include various forms of brooches, beads, weapons and personal objects. 
 
The nationally important Early Anglo-Saxon settlement site of West-Stow (WSW 002) lies 
400m to the south-west. The site is known as both an archaeological site and an open air 
country park and museum. Evidence for intermittent human habitation at the site stretches 
from the Mesolithic through the Neolithic, Bronze Age, Iron Age and Romano-British period, 
but it is best known for the former Anglo-Saxon settlement that existed on the site between 
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Plate 2: Natural deposits (looking NW) [2x2m scales] 

the mid-5th century and the early 7th century. The remains of c.70 sunken-featured 
buildings were discovered at the site, along with 8 halls and a number of other features. 
 
The site was excavated between 1956 and 1972 by an archaeological team from 
the Ministry of Public Buildings and Works (MOPBW), led first by Vera Evison and then by 
Stanley West. Following the culmination of excavation, it was decided to reconstruct the 
village on the site, an experimental archaeological project which has been ongoing since 
1974. In 1999, the site was opened to the public with a new visitor's centre, museum and 
cafe. 
 
In 2009, an archaeological evaluation by trial trenching was carried out at the site of 
Wideham Farm in advance of development for the current equestrian centre (Craven 2009). 
Five linear investigation trenches were excavated amounting to a total of 120m of trenching. 
No finds or archaeological deposits were encountered; the only feature recorded relating to 
a former boundary ditch of 19th to 20th century date. 
 

 
 

5.0 Methodology (Figure 2) 
 
The objective of the archaeological 
evaluation was to investigate and 
record any archaeological evidence 
revealed during the evaluation.  
 

As requested by the Brief, a single 
evaluation trench measuring 1.8m wide 
by 15m in length was excavated within 
the footprint of the proposed house, 
using a wheeled ‘JCB’-type machine 
under the control of an experienced 
archaeologist. 
 

Spoil, exposed surfaces and features 
were scanned with a metal detector 
(Minelab XTerra 705). All metal-
detected and hand-collected finds were 
retained for inspection, other than those 
which were obviously modern. 
 

All archaeological features and deposits 
were recorded using Norvic 
Archaeology pro forma sheets. The 
trench location, plans and sections 
were recorded at appropriate scales 
and digital images were taken of all 
relevant features and deposits.  
 

All levels were tied to an OS Spot 
Height of 19.13m AOD located on the 
south-west corner of No.1 Wideham 
Cottage.  
 
 
  



 WIDEHAM FARM, 
 WEST STOW, SUFFOLK. 

NVC REF: GE218  7  
 

Plate 3: Natural deposit 103 (looking SW)  
[1x2m & 1x0.5m scale] 

6.0 Results  (Figures 3 & 4)) 
 

• ‘Natural deposits’ 
 

A very soft, pale yellow natural 
sand (102) was revealed directly 
below the plough-soil at a depth 
of c. 0.35m. Variations within the 
natural geology included 
amorphous patches of frost 
fractures stones and pale grey 
sand (104), along with a 
moderately stony patch of mid 
orangey-brown sand of 
ephemeral character c. 0.25m 
depth - the result of periglacial 
activity or archaic root 
disturbance (103). 
 

• Ploughsoil 
 
Directly above the natural geology was a well-mixed very sandy-loam plough-soil of 
c.0.35m depth (100). Traces of scarring from deep ploughing and de-stoning were evident at 
the base of the plough-soil. The soil contained rare fragments of modern brick and the only 
artefact of any interest was a modern .303 (7.7 mm) calibre cartridge (not retained). These 
rounds were a standard calibre used by the British military until the 1950s.  

 

7.0 Conclusions 
 
No archaeological deposits or finds were encountered during the work and the evaluation 
trench revealed only geological sands. The subsoil has been well-mixed by modern farming 
methods. Plough scars and evidence for mechanical de-stoning was noted at the interface 
between the shallow plough-soil and the natural sands below. 
 

The results of this single evaluation trench appear to demonstrate that the area of the 
proposed house can be considered to be of negligible archaeological potential.  
 

Any recommendations for further archaeological mitigation work ahead of the proposed 
development will be made by the Conservation Team of the Suffolk County Council 
Archaeology Service 
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