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2.1

Archaeological observation, investigation and
recording at Gardeners Bungalow
Passenham, Northamptonshire
March 2014

Abstract

Archaeological observation, investigation and recording was undertaken by MOLA in
March 2014 on land at Gardeners Bungalow, Passenham, Northamptonshire during
the construction of a new dwelling with detached garage. No pre-modern deposits or
artefacts were present.

INTRODUCTION

MOLA was commissioned by Adam Learner to undertake a programme of
archaeological observation, investigation and recording in March 2014 on land at
Gardeners Bungalow, Passenham, Northamptonshire (SP 77950 39592, Fig 1).
Planning permission has been granted for the demolition of an existing bungalow and
the construction of a new dwelling with detached garage (S/2013/0264/FUL).

The works were required as part of a planning consent in line with National Planning
Policy Framework (NPPF 2012). The Assistant Archaeological Advisor for
Northamptonshire County Council required that the impact of development on
heritage assets potentially present on the site be mitigated through investigation and
recording (Mordue 2014). A Written Scheme of Investigation was produced by
Northamptonshire Archaeology for the work (Leigh 2014). The works were monitored
by the Assistant County Archaeological Advisor to Northamptonshire County Council.

MOLA is an Institute for Archaeologists’ (IfA) registered organisation. The work was
carried out in accordance with the current best archaeological practice as defined in
the Institute for Archaeologists’ Standards and Guidance for an Archaeological
Watching Brief (IfA 2008) and the procedural document Management of Research
Projects in the Historic Environment (MoRPHE) (EH 2009).

BACKGROUND

Location and topography

The site lies on the south-west side of the main road through the village. The site is
currently occupied by Gardeners Bungalow, which is scheduled to be demolished as
part of the present application. Up to the present application the site has been
occupied by a domestic building known as Gardeners Bungalow.

The local geology is mapped as Boulder Clay (BGS 1969).

MOLA Report 14/124 Page 1



orthamptonshi

Northampton
[ )

Passenham

779 780 781

Gardener's |
Bungalow

\ River Gréat Ous’e L

0 100m
]

© Crown copyright. All rights reserved. Northamptonshire
County Council: Licence No. 100019331. Published 2014

[ site location

Scale 1:2000 Site location Fig 1



2.2

GARDENERS BUNGALOW, PASSENHAM

Historical and archaeological background
The site lies in the village of Passenham and within an area of archaeological interest.

Close by to the south-west of the site evidence for Iron Age and Anglo-Saxon activity
was recorded during archaeological investigations in 1996 (Mordue 2014).

The village is mentioned in the Domesday Book of 1086AD where it is recorded as
Pas(s)eham. An entry in the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle in 921AD records the
overwintering of King Edward the Elder's army in Passenham. Cartographic evidence
dating from the 17th century (Mordue 2014) indicates that at that time houses lined both
sides of the main road, suggesting that the present village has been subject to some
contraction. South of the investigation area lies the Manor House, this dates from the
17th-18th centuries, possibly being preceded by an earlier manor house.

Whilst archaeological deposits of medieval date are the most likely to be encountered,
deposits of any other period cannot be discounted.

OBJECTIVES AND METHODOLOGY

In order to examine the archaeological resource within the proposed development
area the objectives of the investigation were to:

» Identify, investigate and record all archaeological deposits, exposed during the
groundworks for the new dwelling and any associated groundworks;

» Determine and record the date, extent, character, state of preservation and
depth of burial of any archaeological deposits;

* Recover any artefacts that may assist in the development of pottery type
series within the region;

« Establish the relationship of any archaeological deposits within the wider
contemporary landscape;

* Create a permanent archive and record of the archaeological information
collected during the course of the fieldwork and analysis.

The character, composition and general depositional sequence of stratification was
recorded on MOLA Northampton watching brief sheets. All recording followed the
guidelines detailed in the MOLA Archaeological Fieldwork Manual (2014). A
photographic record was maintained, consisting of digital images and black and white
photographs. All records were compiled during fieldwork into a comprehensive site
archive in accordance with the guidelines of Appendix 3 in the English Heritage
procedural document, Management of Research Projects in the Historic Environment
(MoRPHE) (2009).

The development site comprised an area of ¢ 480m? (Figs 1 and 2). The fieldwork was
carried out in March 2014 during the groundworks associated with the construction of
the driveway and excavation of foundation trenches of the new dwelling. The
groundworks were undertaken using a mechanical excavator fitted with a combination of
both toothed and toothless buckets.
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GARDENERS BUNGALOW, PASSENHAM

Development area, looking south-east Fig 2

THE RECORDED EVIDENCE

The lifting of the concrete raft from the demolished building was observed,; this revealed
building sand and a disturbed ground. At the location of the driveway the ground was
reduced between 0.20m and 0.40m. This comprised the depth of the topsoil, exposing
subsaoil.

The foundation depth of the trenches ranged between 1.40m in the north-eastern corner
to 1.20m in the north-western corner of the house foundations. The natural geology, at a
depth of 1.00m to 0.80m, comprised orange-yellow sandy gravel. This was overlain by
0.30m mixed layer of sandy gravel and subsoil. The subsoil, between 0.50m and 0.70m
thick, was medium brown-grey silty sand (Figs 3 and 4). The topsoil had been previously
removed. In the south-western corner modern building material was observed.
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GARDENERS BUNGALOW, PASSENHAM

General stratigraphy Fig 3

Excavated foundation trench  Fig 4
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GARDENERS BUNGALOW, PASSENHAM

THE SITE ARCHIVE

The project has generated a small archive that will be prepared and consolidated for
deposition.

Table 1: Summary of the site archive

RECORD NUMBER

Watching brief forms 4

Digital photographs 22

B&W photos 8

Photo registers 2
DISCUSSION

A programme of archaeological observation, investigation and recording was carried
out in March 2014 on land at Gardeners Bungalow, Passenham, Northamptonshire
during the groundworks associated with the demolition of an existing bungalow and
the construction of a new dwelling with detached garage.

Disturbed ground was recorded under the concrete raft of the old building.
Undisturbed soils were uncovered during the excavation of the foundation trenches of
the new dwelling.

No pre-modern deposits or artefacts were present.
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