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Abstract 

Excavations were conducted by Northamptonshire Archaeology (now part of MOLA) at 
M1 Junction 12 of the M1 motorway, Toddington, Bedfordshire, during spring 2011.  

A small late Iron Age rural settlement was probably established on a north-facing spur 
of the valley from the 1st century BC. A principal boundary ditch extended along the 
ridge of the spur and a cemetery containing Cremation burials was established at one
end in a loose circular arrangement. On the opposite side of the valley a pyre was 
raised, burnt and a small cairn of stones was raised on top. 

Two rectangular early Roman enclosures were created to either side of the principal 
boundary from the mid-1st century AD. The cemetery continued in use, but Cremation 
burials were laid out in rows. Occupation on the opposite south-facing side of the 
valley began after this time. As settlement began to expand in the early 2nd century 
the enclosures gradually began to encroach upon the cemetery, and later Cremation 
burials lay further to the south. The final use of the cemetery and its adjacent 
enclosures was in the late 2nd century. Occupation on the south-facing side of the 
valley continued and pottery from a single boundary ditch suggests that use of this 
slope may have continued into the 4th century. 

Medieval occupation comprised a potters’ working area of the 12th century on the 
south-facing side of the valley. A large jar was sunk into the ground to provide a 
cistern for water and a substantial pot bank of wasters was created nearby. After the 
15th century the pot bank was flattened and spread across a wide area. A cob wall 
was built forming the southern boundary of occupation with a building on its north side.
This initial post-medieval building was probably demolished by the 17th century.  

A later structure had a stone foundation for an inglenook fireplace, perhaps from the 
early 18th century, but also incorporated re-used brick within its fabric that suggested 
19th-century additions. This post-medieval settlement was abandoned before the 1st 
edition Ordnance Survey maps were produced in 1882. 
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Site location showing excavation and watching brief areas     Fig 1
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Not to scale, redrawn from original maps Historic maps    Fig 3
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Table 2: Vertical aerial photographs held at the National Monument Record 
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5 LATE IRON AGE AND ROMAN FUNERARY ACTIVITY WITH NEARBY ENCLOSURE 
BOUNDARIES 
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Roman enclosures and medieval/post-medieval settlement, Sites B-C     Fig 6
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Table 3: Late Iron Age and Roman site chronology, Sites A-C 
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The cremation cemetery 





Table 4: Cremation burials of the 1st centuries BC to AD 
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 Table 5: Cremation burials of the mid-1st century AD



Formation of nearby enclosures (E1-2)
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The extension of the cremation cemetery 

 Table 6: Cremation burials of the 1st to early 2nd centuries AD 
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Late 1st to early 2nd-century Roman cremation burials and enclosure, Site A     Fig 12
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Redefinition of the nearby enclosure boundaries 



The final use of the cremation cemetery 

 Table 7: Cremation burials of the early to mid-2nd century AD
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Roman features, Sites B-C   Fig 14
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Table 8: Context data: ditches, Site C (late 1st-century AD) 
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Table 9: Context data: ditches, Site C (mid-2nd-century AD) 

 Gully group 7049 and pits 7065, 7067 
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Table 10: Context data: pits 7023 and 7018, Site C 

  

 Table 11: Context data: boundary ditch 7039, Site C (4th-century AD) 
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Table 12: Quantification of later Iron Age to early Roman pottery fabrics



Table 12: Quantification of later Iron Age to early Roman pottery fabrics



Table 13: Summary of vessels present from each burial 



Table 14: Summary of vessel forms from the burials 
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Illustrated pottery (Fig 17) 
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Table 16: Quantification of late Iron Age and Roman fired clay 
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Table 17: Weights (g) and sieved fraction weights (g) for the Cremation burials 





Table 18: Weight (g) of identified skeletal elements 
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Table 20: Charcoal analysis for non-cremation features
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Table 21: Charcoal analysis for cremation-related features 
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Samples from Cremation burials and related features



0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

90

100

1 2 3 4 5 6

%
 n

um
be

r o
f s

am
pl

es
 

Number of taxa per sample 

cremation urns

backfill of burial pits

non-cremation samples



Table 23: Taxonomic dominance in charcoal assemblages from Cremation burials with 
pyre debris 
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Table 24: Species present in the animal bone assemblage by fragment count, Site A 
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Site C 

Table 25: Species present in the animal bone assemblage by fragment count, Site C 
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Table 26: Ageing data for cattle teeth in the Roman period 
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6 MEDIEVAL AND POST-MEDIEVAL SETTLEMENT REMAINS 

Table 28: Medieval and post-medieval site chronology, Sites B-C 
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Medieval and post-medieval settlement, Site C     Fig 26
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Abstract 

Northamptonshire Archaeology carried out building recording of the M1 Junction 12 
Overbridge, Toddington, Central Bedfordshire, prior to its demolition. The survey 
demonstrated that the structure of the bridge had altered little since its initial 
construction. Patch repairs and the addition of a handrail on the southern parapet were 
the only changes apparent. 

Standard and guidance for the 
archaeological investigation and recording of standing buildings and structures

Management of Research Projects in the Historic Environment: Project 
Managers’ Guide
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The motorway achievement building the 
network in southern and eastern England, 

Standard and guidance for the archaeological investigation and recording of 
standing buildings and structures

Code of Conduct
Management of Archaeological Projects 2nd edition

Understanding Historic Buildings: A guide to good recording practise,

Management of Research Projects in the Historic Environment, The MoRPHE 
Project Managers’ Guide

M1 Widening Junctions 10 to 13 Widening Environmental Statement, 

M1 Junctions 11 and 12 Improvements Junction 12 Written Scheme of 
Investigation for Detailed Archaeological Excavation, Targeted Watching Brief, 
Historic Hedgerow Recording and Historic Building Recording

 Method statement for level 2 building recording of M1 Junction 12/A5120 
Overbridge,
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Abstract 

An archaeological watching brief was carried out by Northamptonshire Archaeology 
beside the M1 motorway southbound at chainage 5850-6600, Leagrave, Bedfordshire. 
The work observed the cleaning of an existing drainage ditch and excavation of a 
single trench for the insertion of a vortex separator tank at the base of the motorway 
embankment. No archaeological features or deposits were encountered. 

Code of Conduct 
Standard and Guidance for an archaeological watching brief 

c
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Table 1: Historic Environment Record data
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