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HAMPSTEAD CEMETERY, FORTUNE GREEN ROAD, NW6: LB CAMDEN

We are asked for assistance with the preparation of the Conservation Area Designation
Report for this municipal cemetery, opened in 1876. This survey of the cemelery gives an
outline history, a broad description of the tombs and planting and provides an overall
assessment of this distinguished cemetery.

Outline History

The expansion of mid-Victorian Hampstead, combined with the limited capacity of St John’s
Churchyard and adjoining burial ground at the end of Church Row, led to the opening ofa
new municipal burying ground some distance to the west, close to Fortune Green. It was one
of a wave of publicly-funded cemeteries that opened following the 1852 Burial Act: there
were 49 of these in London alone, and the peak years for their opening were the 1850s.
Hampstead Cemetery was thus a relatively late foundation.

The Hampstead Burial Board was set up in 1873 and began to look for affordable
ground on which to lay out its cemetery. Despite objections from landowners and developers,
who thought the presence of a cemetery would lessen the cachet of the area, twenty acres
were duly purchased and made ready for burial use. The sloping site was drained, enclosed,
and a competition held to design the chapels and lodge. This was won by the Hampstead-
based architect Charles Bell, best known as the designer of the innovative circular ward block
at the Hampstead Workhouse in New End of 1884-85. The landscape gardener Joseph
Meston (who had worked for the Metropolitan Board of Works on the Thames Embankment
scheme) was invited to design the lay-out of the cemetery in October 1875, and work was
sufficiently advanced by November 1876 for the Bishop of London to consecrate part of the
cemetery: the area to the south of the central avenue was devoted to Anglicans and the
remainder was left unconsecrated. Burials were numerous, and the new foundation was soon
plentifully furnished with memorials, especially along the consecrated southern side.

Five acres of additional land was subsequently acquired from the Burgess Estate in
1901 and opened for burial in 1906. Subsequent plans to construct a columbarium for the
deposit of ashes never progressed.

The layout of the Cemetery
The cemetery occupies a long site running east to west, with the highest ground at the south-
west comner. The Gothic lodge, of Kentish ragstone with Bath stone dressings (unlisted)
stands immediately to the south of the Portland stone gate piers on Fortune Green Road; the
original cast iron gates and railings have all gone.. The layout is dominated by its central
avenue, a long and highly formal approach leading to the twin chapels which stand on their
own within an island site. Beyond them, to the west, a meandering path leads down to a cedar
of Lebanon and divides to form paths running parallel to the north and south boundaries. A
footpath cuts diagonally across the centre of the cemetery, its metal railings dividing it in two.
Short axial roads run north and south from the chapels. The northern extension, a long
triangle in plan, was laid out around two principal paths, forming a loop.

Overall, the cemetery reflects the two principal approaches to Victorian cemetery
design: those of formality and regularity, on the one hand, and of picturesque winding paths
on the other. At Hampstead, both are combined.



The Buildings
The twin chapels are striking and rightly listed. The Anglican and Non-conformist chapels are
linked by a gated archway topped with a spire which dominates the centre of the cemetery;
within the archway are pendant corbels carved with the symbols of the Four Evangelists.
The lodge consists of an L-shaped two-storey house clad in Kentish ragstone, with
Bath stone dressings. All windows are arched, and several sport quatrefoil-headed tracery.
There is a small gable containing a clock over the entrance, which has been hidden by an
unsympathetic modern single-storey addition. The interior of the lodge is said to contain an
open timber ceiling. The lodge is not listed, but nonetheless contributes significantly to the
character of the cemetery by establishing the religious tone of this place. There were
originally large greenhouses along the south-east edge of the cemetery, below the lodge,
which provided bedding plants for graves and ornamental flowerbeds alike: a reminder of
how intensively cultivated cemeteries originally were. These have long since been
demolished.

The Planting
Meston’s design for the layout of the cemetery was dominated by the central avenue. This
was further accentuated by being lined with alternating evergreens and deciduous trees (Dr
Colloms’s research indicates that they were to be lime and holly). Other planting consisted of
shrubberies around the perimeter of the cemetery, at the principal junctions of the paths, and
along particularly lengthy stretches of path, and the occasional small specimen tree to
alleviate the rows of graves. A Circle of Lebanon (a junior version of the celebrated feature at
Highgate Cemetery) was created at the west end of the cemetery where a cedar was planted.
The landscaping cost £2,500 and was carried out by a Mr Weston. To judge from the 1894-96
OS map, the planting of trees was confined to the perimeter and the avenue remained open
and unencumbered.

There are certain groups of trees which reflect clearly the formality of early planting.
The axial roads each side of the chapels, for instance, are lined with unkempt yews and there
are several rows of poplars along the southern boundary. Numerous specimen trees have now
attained maturity such as the willow to the north-east of the chapels. Individual memorials
sometimes are enhanced by The Second World War civilian war graves memorial is set
against a screen of yews.

On the more recent approach to natural (or self-seeded) growth, see section
Conservation and Management below.

The Monuments
Hampstead Cemetery undoubtedly possesses one of the better collections of memorial art in
London, reflecting the cosmopolitan nature of its past inhabitants. Recently re-surveyed as
part of the Camden List Review, the cemetery has 18 listed monuments: far more than any of
the comparable municipal cemeteries, and more than most of the more famous early Victorian
private cemeteries: only West Norwood, Highgate and Kensal Green have more. The Camden
History Society are currently involved in a project to make the monuments of distinguished
persons buried here better known.

The general character of the monuments is hard to describe, even in broad terms. In
general, the most ostentatious monuments are found on the most prominent paths and



junctions: this is particularly the case aiong the central avenue, where many of the listed
tombs are located, and the greatest concentration of listed monuments is at the eastern end of
the central avenue and in the easternmost section of the northern extension. Elsewhere, the
earlier areas are filled largely with conventional crosses interspersed with obelisks, mainly in
granite and Carrara marble. Many of these are becoming engulfed by vegetation, especially
along the southern boundary.

The cemetery is particularly rich in early 20th century monuments, many of which are
found in the northern extension, alongside quite ordinary tombs. In sculptural terms the
Goscombe John monument to the north of the chapels is outstanding (and hence listed Grade
I1*). There is a sprinkling of Imperial War Graves Commission headstones throughout the
cemetery, but particularly in the northern extension and at the west end, as well as the
customary Cross of Sacrifice and enclosure. The raised area over the mass graves of civilian
victims of World War Two bombing is sensitively landscaped and planted and overall of
considerable local interest.

The recent monuments at the north-eastern corner contrast markedly with most of the
earlier tombs and reflect the less than entirely happy direction that monumental masonry has
taken in recent years. That said, there are a number of recent headstones of quality too.

Because of the nature of the area it serves, the cemetery contains the remains of a high
number of distinguished persons, many of whose monuments are not listed.

Conservation and Management

There is now much natural, unchecked growth especially along the southern boundary to the
west of the chapels. This area of early consecrated tombs has effectively been given over to
an ecology-dominated regime which contrasts markedly with other areas of the cemetery,
where a policy either of semi-managed pasture or fully managed lawn is in operation. The
result is a cemetery of diversity, a balance which is to be applauded.

Theft of architectural features has been a problem here. The Frankau tomb has lost its
snake-entwined bronze urn (sometime between 1991 and 1994), as has that formerly within
the Banister Fletcher monument, and the bronze relief by Ernst Barlach upon the monument
to Harry Fischer (d.1977) along the north edge of the extension has been stolen too, as has the
bronze eagle above the tomb by C.F.A. Voysey to Arnold Stuart of c1921. The presence of
the foot-path across the cemetery does not make for easy security. The removal of the railings
along the eastern entrance wall has further hindered the prevention of theft.

Cuts in budgets have progressively reduced the amount of maintenance being
undertaken. One particularly worrying aspect of this is the number of self-seeded sycamores
and other trees that are growing across the cemetery. If the diversity of approach, welcomed
above, is to be maintained then action needs to be taken to uphold the managed character of
certain parts of the cemetery.

The formation of a Friends’ organisation in 1994 has helped draw attention to the
state of the cemetery and the successful recent application for HLF grant aid has highlighted
the recognition of the cemetery’s importance and of the need for steps towards its
conservation.

Overall Assessment
Hampstead Cemetery is an outstanding municipal cemetery and of considerable importance
in terms of London burial grounds. It contains an exceptional number of listed monuments



and an even greater number of burials of distinguished persons. Despite regrettable thefts, the
majority of the monuments are in relatively satisfactory condition. The balance between
closely managed, semi-managed and unmanaged areas creates welcome variety here, and the
contribution made by the cemetery to the late Victorian environs of West Hampstead is
considerable. Care needs to be take to ensure that the balance between vegetation and
monumental masonry is not upset by permitting the self-seeded saplings to establish
themselves.

Roger Bowdler
Historical Analysis and Research Team, English Heritage

24th March 1999,
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NEW CEMETERY AT HAMPSTEAD,

Tiis pemetery waa oocusserated by the Lord
Bialyp of London on Fridag, the 1ith inst., and
is now open for interments. It coonista ol about
twenty scres of besotitolly sitaated Jand, in
Fortone Green.lans, i the pariab of Hampetead,
the nor{ace of which ia undalating and commanda
gne viawa of tho surroonding cocotry,

The ground is divided by & central srenge
w3 fu. wide, forming the dirision betweasn the
Church snd NoooooTormist  spuces, and  ia
wiherwise pratily laid cut by paths and iaste.
fuliy planted with the good kind of trees and
shruhia.  Tho chapels are in the centre of the
ground, and are conoected by A tower and
fpire, leoesth which is & central archway.
They sre precisely slike io every reapect, and
are boilt in the Decorated etyle, of Keotisk
=g wud Bath sione. Thers s & foor-sided
cearncei toeach, with seats for mournery and the
public, The roofs are open timber, ths prioci.
puls reating oo carved stons corbels, representing
tee wild flowers of tbe peigbbourhoed. Tha
cbaocel arches sre carried by red 3lanafield
tia'ia with devotional Sgures an Lases 10 Lhem.

Tne coffio rests are of a specin! design, and’

acd have pone of the osual sombre look of thm‘
usunily adopted.
Both chapels are warmed by

bendsome brass atandards are provided for gas. !

precise conld not be learnt. We asw the pl
after the fall. The waight of the fcor ]fn:::.
bare been very great, jodging from the thick-
Bess of the concrele uo Lhe parts left. It shonld
be romembered that every cubic foot of concrite
meens more Lhan & hondredweight. Annthar
thing should also be remembicred. A brick pier,
or ond of & wall, m tonyr as it remeing upripght
acd whols, will carry a gesat weight,—a wuight
to ba caloolated, — provided the weight ia carricd
down_ to the bottoui. But if by accident the
bonding is woch am to permit & triaogolac pice
of the pier or wall to be farced off, & om-
paratively ymall weirht may be sufficient to
brisg about a catastrophe. For which resscn
not meresly one good atone templet under tte
end of & weighted girder in necessary, bur twao,
and even three at times, one ubder anuther, at
sosil intervals, and coveriog na large au area
a4 4 practicable, may be desirable.

Dr. Diplock desarves grest credit for the paus
be 1ok to arrive a1 & ¢lear anderstanding as o
the cause of the accident in Church.stroet.

I PHILADELPI{IA EXHIBITION 3WARDI |

Sie,—Ax Englia

find that Great Hritwin haa secured so many, nnd

¢ A ! men connecied  with  ine
- i e - . . . -
are stained and varnished, with brass meuntiogs, ! Centennial Eatsbition, it bLas piren us great

pleasisro, now that the awards are published, Lo | brass

Lo charch decoration, Clam 217, it iy aniver-

mlly admitted that Mr. Harry Hema, of Fratar

oarriea Lhy paim fur gensine art work. The oak

oceat he sxhibita is altogether soiqus in the

Erhibition, lor, elaborsie and profuse as it is,

avery itom of carved work wpon it in a wtody.

It wall detervos the lasdatory terme io which the

Awmerican Ast Juurnal and the American press

geuorally have ruferred to it.  Mr, Hemu also

exhibita n large figure in alabaster of Our Laord

with a child in bis arme, entitled “ Sufe in the

Arms of Jeans,” This figore goes far Lo yuatain

the reputation Eogland bears or thioks abe

bears for her sculptore, Hia exhibiw hare
stiractod  considermble attention, and it i
amosiog to ss¢ Lhe dificulty Lis representative
in charge—a Mr, Charlea Pickard, the rery bosa
ideat of & jolly Eoglishman,—bs to keep the
cruowd o Bi.limea; for sack s the natoral
curioaily of the American pecple that acvikicg
LLAL sLLracta theif notice most cither be handled
ut apped with satick {(a necesasry companion
g every Yankee) io spite of the cards whick are
(eTerFewhers stock up.  Haode O, Plesse” A
twedal ta awarded 14 Mr. Wema.

Zinger & Bon, of Frume, make s amail bug
iir.hert:euug display of orramental brass work,
artivtic metai.-work, asims-dishes, sod maral
plates for churches. In terrs.cotta
waork, lor origiuality of idea and beauty of Bnial

certain object ia alwaye practised.

stovea, 8od 1y & country where puiliny the wirea W ahiain b | the Watoombe Terra-cotta Wurks, Torguay, take
With one | tbefirst place. Erquisitely modelled little figures,

Agmalivestry is attached o each chapel. Theiexception, nod that is only & aupposition, in|8ditable for the perloor, furm the principal
ceniral tower and espire are %) fu. high. Thel which n New York firm woa agent, hus thure ! featore of their exhibit,

roufs of chupels are covered with groen slates,
The lodge ia &lao of siooc, ms shown, and coo-
1216 & commodiooe act of rooma for ths superin.

tiuber roof,

been tho alighteut chnrge of fonl y]ny.'
alluded to in that af a prominent [onden manu.

The case

The lirgoat exbibitors in this lina are Doniton
& Watta, of the Lambaeth P'otrery Worka., Taking

; facturer of umbrellas, and one wha hay obtained s | the whole of the exkibita of this frm iu the
tecdent, and also 3 bosrd.raom  with open | madul at every Exhibition in which he Las helore | different branches, they make n vory fair display;

exhibited.

Hia casc wae opened, aod the articlea | 8ud when we take inito considerstion that the

The whole of the work has hean desiyned and | cxhibited inapeted snd hambled Iy Lhe jury of | commoneat kinds of clay are used in their con.
carried oat by Mr. Charlea Belt, architect, of (he proup. Hinrival competitor's caee was never | Btroction, it seemn marvslloas how soch a bigh
Urion.court, Old Broad-sireel; the coutrnctor ! gnlocked, nar the ygocndn itkpeeted, ver the waisl ' degree of excellenoe could be obinined.

beiug Mr. J. D. Hobson, of thy Adelphi, whorae |
contract fur the chapula, lodge, e, was 4,641,

under the soperivtendenos of Mr. C. H. Loroe,
aarveyor to the
lsnulscape gurdening by Mr. Weston, at a csan;
of 2,500,

The entrance.gates and railings are of coat)
iron, and evidently produced with much care.,
All the members are worked i symmetrical form |
sud sharpoess, thersby giviug the general out.
line & very pleasing effeot. The castioga were
executed and fited by Mossra. Alszander
Macphail & Co., ironfounders, Upper Thames.
srect, whose very estiafsctory work we had
ouCARicn 10 police on a former occasion in con. !
nexinn with the apesing of the Neal nod Dumb !
Anyluwm, Margau, by the Prince aad 'riuceds of,
Walen.

The chairman of the Board ie Mr. P. . Le
Hrelon ; and the clerk in Mr. A.N. Bapue.

FALL OF AN JRON AND CONCRETE
FLOOR.

Du. Dirvock has brought to a couclusion a
prolunged inquiry at the ‘ Wellesley Tavern,”
Hobert.atrent, Chelaes, tooching the death
George James Cloments, nged ssvantesn, who
war in the employ of the London Geoersl
Ombibos Company. On the Jlst of October the
fAogring in some atable baildings in the conrss of
coastruotion by tha company in Chorob-street,
Chalsea, spddenly gare way, and the apfortanats
yo0th beiog beneath was killed on the spot.
The building in gueation was a two.awried one,
und it sppesred that s brick pier besring an
wen girder had oollapsed.

The Coroner said he had spplind to the Heme
Ofice for & Government inspector Lo tiew the
premises, bot he had beeo referred to the Board
of Trads, and that withount sucoess.

Mr. Coger, of 5, Glonoecater.street, Pimlico,
taid ke wns an wrchitect and surveyor. He was
the sarveyor to the polios, and, at the request of
ths Home Offioe, had surveyed the promises
which had fallen. In bis opinion the structure
o0tld not be desmed & dangerous oos,

Hr. Banctoa Wood, the district sarveyor, wos
thea called, and be deposod to baring ssen the
Plans prior to the oot meucement of the building
operations, and he had seen nothing whatsver
1o ubjeot to. He considered tho boildiog a sale
one, and il the materials nsed were of the best
qaality,

The jnry retorned s verdict of ‘* Acoidental
death.

Tt is 1o be regretted tbat somethiog more

was awarded to him, I8 this fuic play ¥

Ae menufnclorers io the fisest kind of pottery,

N A Shortly afier the opelins of the Centennial. Hrown, Westhead, & Moore bave the largest and
The drainage of the ground has been executed  dfficnities arons from u brewch of confidence of {exceptiug their perxt.door noeighbaur, in the

the Amenican Commisaivners. U0 our Jomins.

inability to do auvthineg to help v3. A public
meeting was held at which the various fureicn

exhibitors wern reprepented, and a deputstion

waa sent tothe Treasury depurtment at Washinge-
ton, where, aftor & considerable atmount of n-d.
tape work, certain coucessions were obtained.
Owing to the linancial state of the couulry at

* Exhibition, Messrs. Dauieils, of Londog, who do

Uampetoad Vestey, acd l.he:,,-(,ne,., beiog nppenicd to they declared (herr ! 10t msnufacture) Goeet diepisy. The drawing

‘and paintiog on the ohjecta exhibjted are cxe-
‘coted in the higheat aryle of art.

fn tile work, Mioton, Holling, & Co. make »
charmiog display, and it is amuning to watch
‘the faces of the peopls whev they are informed
i that the besatiful coloura and designs shown
i thom are made ont of clay end barat by fire.

the present time, the expeotatiuns which were: All that are in this country are impoyiationa
beld unt o fureign exhibitors by the projeciors | [rom England, so that before this Ezkibition the

of thn Exhibition havo never Lecn realised, and
all the valuablo articles exhibited here wiil bave
ty go back o the place whenee they came.
The n'tendance, tuking the whole time, will, we

, ruppoee, exceod that of any other Exbibition, s

many an 20,000 being raristered in one day, and

the wum total will st ali probability reach the

renpectable figures of 700000 Tas principal
exhibitors of artistic mewnl work are Elkingtoo &
Ce., of Birmingham.
magoificont ia metsl, pald nod silver, and clectro-
type; the Ielicon vase snd the Milton shicld

being the principal objecta in the ecllection. A

numbar of fac.similes of original art-treasurcs in
the Sooth Keosinglon Museam, porchased ic
Eogland from this Grm some time ago by the
Peoosylvania Musenm and School of Art, sre
exhibited here. This firm takes four medale.

Measrs. Barnard, Bishop, & Barpard, of
Normich, make s Jargs displey of artistin iron
work in thephapse of & anmmer parilion is desiua
vory lite 8 Chiness temple. The oroamental
railing tbat sarroufids it cousista of an oblong
panel formed by a soa.fower and eiz droopicy
leavon. ‘The onatings apd workmanship show
great akill in the working of iron,and the desipn
has ceriainiy the merit of being eriginnl. in
tbe usefnl as well an the artiatic combined in
iron work, Menara. Feetham & Co., of 4, Clliﬁ‘m!.
straet, Bond.street, London, take pre-eminence.
Their displsy of staves and grates ia the finest
in the Exbibition, and tbey richly merit the two
medals awsrded them.

Guael & Garland, of Sheffeld, make a very
creditable dieplay in the same live,

In household farniture seversl London firme
compets, amongst them being Bhoolbred '& Co.,
Coopet & ITolt, Collinson & Look, and Wrght &
Mapsfield. The latter firm takes, the poat 51!'
bonoar, and theic dirplay of inlaid fornitare in
satin and msabogany wood in, from an artistic
pointof view, perfeat, and hea raised t_m.h ndrqum.
tion and envy in the bressts of their Americkn
competitors.  This firm takes two medals; the
others bafors mentioned one sach.

Their dieplsy is traly |

' grest wnajority of the peopla had pever seen
"mnythiog like it, aod the price, owiog to the high
"tarif el everything imported, practically excludes
il from the reach of the people. Anything that
‘is got up iz a sbowys, obesp manmer will asoll,
“while real art may go begging for & customer,
Io glasn work, Mcesre. Greeo & Nephew, of
. Queen Victoria.atreet, Londoo, carry all befors
jlnem, and their maguifcent chandelice has at-
wracted considerablentrantion. Jatheamaller ware
i e1hibited by this firm the artistic taste shown,
both in design sod nisb\are gnequalled by any
olhsr competitor, either ftom ocur own cvantry
or any other poontiy represented bers. Bot,
altbongh liviog io this cul adopted conntry, we
arn pot eo lo#t to jodgment, vor blinded by
conoeit, not to look fairty aythe whale matier.

. There is no doubt the swards cannot ba rated

very highly, their value i purp.sely apoiled,
deliberataly depreciated, by the awards being all
slike, giren sa they are o woudrooaly different
degreea of marit. The jeslousy of America as
oountry hoa mado i judgmecw and its prizes
alwost valosless as awards. G, H,

DOMESTIC ECONOMY, AND A MUEICAL
EXPERIMENT.

AT the annual meeting of the Watford Poblio
Library, Iately held, Sir Henry Cole, who presided,
asid io the cosrse of his address,—I1am not: Foing
to preach to yon the great imporianoe of biology,
physiotogy, or any other clogy ; but ] sm going to
aak the sitention of Waiford to s sobjeqt which
I thiak involves a knowledge of all the- sciencen
whioh sre important for working peopls to
kpow, and that is domeatic economy.  The Edo.
cation Dopartment i it8 wisdom haa innril.'ed do-
medtic sconomy in the Cods. I weot to indace
you to takn an intareet in domutio_ economy,
Toung ladies will never bd married if they do
not atady it, and those who sre married will
never make their hasbands oomfortable and
happy if they de Dot enconrage it Lord,

Sandon, the Vies.President of the Com.
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