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Summary

Six small middle Bronze Age sherds were thin sectioned
from Heatree, which lies on the granite of the bartmoor
Forest. All the samples, some with "Trevisker
affinities", were expected to contain the local granite,
but this did not prove to be the case. Three fabric
groupings were made: (1) volcanic rock - suggesting an

origin in the Permian rocks around Exeter, (2)
greenstone - possibly from a source around the edges of
Dartmoor, and (3) granite - presumably from a fairly

local source.
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Introduction

Six smali, on the whole Ffairly friable, sherds of
iikaely middle Bronze Age date were submitted for a
detailed fabric examinatiaon in thin section under the
paetrological microscaope. All of the shards were initially
studied with the aid of a binccular microscope {x 201,
Munsell colour Charts are referred to together with free
descriptive terms. The site at Heatree is situated on the
mastern side of the Dartmoor granite, about two miles

south~west of North Bovey [Geological Survey 1V Map of

England Sheet no. 3381,

Det fmlD-’!i and Fahvic
On the basis of the range and texture of the non-

plastic inclusions present in the six sherds examined,

three broad fabric divisions have been made. With this in

mind, 1t is of particular interest to note thait the




majority of the pottery appears to have been made outside

of the immediate vicinity of the site.

Groun 1: volcanic rock

L1d. &S0d HD 3 88 guadrant cutside amang group of sheids.
Hard, rough, sandy fabric with inclusions of greay
rock scattered throughout, off-white surfaces [2.3Y
B/21. This sherds displays many cracking lines
sugoesting that it has been subiect to considerable

haat — burning?

[21. 628 HC 3T 8E quadrant outside among group of sherds.
Fairly hard, smoothish, sandy fabric with lightish
grey inclusions of rock scattered throughout, dairk
grey [10YR 4/11 outer surface and core, light
grayish—brown [between Z2.3Y &/2 and 5721 inner

surtace.

L33, &2c HC 3 SE gquadrant outside among group of sherds.
Boft, friable sherd in a rough, sandy fabric with
freguent inclusions of small pieces of lightish grey
rock scattered throughout. Reddish-yvellow [between
SYR 7/6 and 7/81 much abraided outer surface and
dark grey [between I0YR 4/1 and /11 inner surface

and core.




Thin sectioning shows a groundmass of Tairly well-
sorted quartz grains mostly undaer 0.10mm in size, and
fragments of a volcanic rock composed mainly of felspar
microlites set in a dark brown altered matrix. The
composition and condition of the volcanic rock inclusions
suggests an origin in the Permian rocks of Devon, in
particular those of the Exeter district [Tidmareh, 19327,
A similar Fabhric has previously been noted by Peacock in
his study of esarly Iron Age "Glastonbury ware" [1969,
Group 61. In addition, the writer has noted this fabric
in "Trevisker—-related" Bronze Age pottery from the site
at Hayes Farm, closeby to Exeter (English Heritage

Ancient Monmumaents Labovatory Reportl.

Group 2: greenstaone

L4]. 2a HC I south halt+ intericr.
Soft, abriaded sherd in a sandy fabric with some
scattered rock inclusions, light red [2.3YR &6/4613
auter surface, very light grey [10YR 7/21 inner

surface, dark grey core.

L33, S7a HOD I interior Jjust above looe.
Hard, sooth, sandy fabric with scattered rock
inclusions, pale brown [L10OYR 7/4]1 surfaces, dark

grey core,



Iri thin section, the most prominent inclusions are

camposed of an altered amphibole-rich rock, most probably
a greenstone. Also present are fregquent quartz grains and
some +lecks of mica. Greenstone dykes occur arcund the
gdges of the Dartmoor Forest [Reid, 1212], though it is
difficult at present Lo suggest a likely source more

closely than this.

Group 3 granite
Lo, B2y HO 3 in floor make-up at lower end, NW quadrant.
Small, crumbly, abraided sherd in a sandy +abric

wibth grains of quartz, mica and white +elspar
gcattered throughout, very dark grey {3Y 3/11 in

colour.

Thin sectioning shows freguent grains of gquartz,
discrete grains of potash and plagiocclase felspar, flecks
of mica and some small fragments of granite. As Heatree
actually lies on the granite,; a source closeby would fit
in with the petrology, possibly within the area of the

river systems that drain from Dartmoor.
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