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SUMMARY

The archaeological remains at Charterhouse, Somerset, were the focus of a detailed
survey and investigation carried out as part of English Heritage's study of the Mendip Hills
Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB). The Charterhouse survey area covers
64 hectares and extant earthwork remains from many different periods were recorded.
Some of the earliest features identified include a group of Bronze Age barrows on the
higher slopes of Blackdown and a multi-phase monument in Charterhouse Green which
originated as a later-prehistoric promontory enclosure. The extensive Romano-British
settlement associated with the area’s mineral extraction industry was recorded and its
extent and morphology recognised for the first time. A series of earthwork remains
related to the early post-medieval mining operation were also recorded which include a
complex of buildings, water management features and enclosures. Much of the area was
enclosed in the late 18th century and features relating to this period of improvement
were also identified.
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INTRODUCTION

Earthwork evidence for a substantial Romano-British settlement and mining operation
in this area represent one of the most significant surviving sites of this period in the

UK. The English Heritage survey of the site has allowed the extent and morphology

of the settlement to be recorded and interpreted for the first time, while enabling a
range of specific features to be understood within their wider context. In addition it has
allowed an appreciation of the surviving multi-period landscape consisting of previously
unrecognised prehistoric remains as well as extensive industrial remains dating to the
early post-medieval period. The improved understanding of this complex landscape will
help inform future management of this important site as well as forming the basis for

further research.
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Figure |. Location plan.

Location, geology and land-use

The hamlet of Charterhouse is situated in the civil parish of Priddy towards the centre of
the Mendip Hills AONB, some 4.7km north-east of Cheddar, (centred ST4977455750)
(Fig. 1). The survey area lies to the east of the hamlet and is spread across the sheltered
south-east slopes of Blackdown and the north and north-west sides of the Blackmoor
and Velvet Bottom valleys, lying between 245m and 310m above OD. The site’s valley
location has resulted in it having a relatively restricted view over the wider landscape,
with the exception of the area on the upper slopes of Blackdown. From the higher
ground views open out across the Mendip plateau with Pen Hill visible to the south-
east and the upper reaches of Cheddar Gorge to the south-west. On the summit of the
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hill extensive views to the north are available across the Severn Estuary as far as South
Wales.

The southern half of the site lies on Carboniferous Limestone; with the south-east
corner composed of Black Rock Limestone and the remainder lying on Limestone and
Mudstone of the Avon Group. The higher slopes of Blackdown are Devonian sandstone
of the Portishead Formation (British Geological Survey Wells, sheet 280). The mineral
galena deposits found in this region incorporate ores of lead, silver, zinc and other
exploitable metals.

The survey area covers 9 fields, amounting to nearly 64 hectares, which is currently
under pasture, although they have undergone differing levels of improvement and
cultivation in the past (Fig. 2). A large proportion of the area is classified as a Scheduled
Ancient Monument, which is broken down into four areas. These currently relate to a
Roman amphitheatre (SO218); two areas of Roman settlement (SO219a and SO219b);
and a Roman camp or fort which has been interpreted as a fortlet (50220). Beyond this
area the industrial remains of Blackmoor and Velvet Bottom, including a small suspected
prehistoric enclosure, are also scheduled (SO508), although only the latter enclosure was
incorporated into the survey area. The industrial remains within these valley bottoms are
of integral importance to the history and development of the area, but within the time-
frame of the project a large-scale survey of these remains was considered unfeasible.
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Figure 2. Topographic setting and extent of survey
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They are, however, the focus of detailed investigation by the Charterhouse Environs
Research Team (CHERT).

The survey

An analytical survey of the archaeological earthwork remains at Charterhouse was
undertaken as part of English Heritage's wider study of the Mendip Hills AONB. The
survey was undertaken at a scale of 1:1000 between September 2007 and February
2008 by staff from English Heritage's Archaeological Survey and Investigation teams
based at Swindon and Exeter.
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HISTORICAL AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND

Historical background

The following outline of the history of Charterhouse and its archaeology will be discussed
with reference to a number of different fields within the survey area. Significant confusion
appears to have arisen during the past in the use of field names at Charterhouse, and as
a consequence the following text will only make direct use of the field names presented
in Fig. 3, which may at times differ from names used within referenced sources.

KEY

[] Surveyarea

Figure 3. Charterhouse field names.

The Romano-British settlement at Charterhouse has tentatively been identified as Iscalis
(Millet 1990, 155). However, a contemporary regional name has also been suggested for
the Mendip lead mining district as a whole although it is only known in the abbreviated
form “VEB' which was found on the imperial inscriptions of seven lead pigs (Elkington
1976, 194). This interpretation has been challenged by Leach, who suggests that ‘VEB' is
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an abbreviation of Vebracum, which may have been the name given to the Charterhouse
settlement rather than the Mendip region as a whole (Leach 2001, 72).

During the medieval period the survey area lay within the manor and parish of Blagdon
and formed part of its common land. In 1086 the manor was valued at 20s, significantly
less than its neighbour, Ubley, despite similar properties (Thorn & Thorn 1980, 37:1, 42:2).
Charterhouse, or Hidon as it was recorded in the medieval period, borders the western
fringe of the present study area and was divided from the royal estate of Cheddar

and granted to Witham Priory (Carthusian) in 182, with further charters received for
the mining of lead in 1189, 1235 and 1283 (Gough 1928, 94; Blick 1991, 95). Monastic
houses appear to have had an important role in this period of growth in Mendip mineral
extraction, with the Carthusians at Hinton Charterhouse holding a grange and probably
undertaking mining at Green Ore, while in 1235 the Bishop of Bath was licensed to
begin explorations for iron and lead in ‘Hidun' (Hydon) using timber from 40 acres of
woodland at Cheddar (Gough 1967, 50-3).

Mineral extraction was not the only economic activity undertaken at Charterhouse, nor
was it necessarily the most important; agriculture, particularly sheep farming was also
important. In Blagdon, land was held by the Cistercian houses of Stanley, Flaxley and the
St Mary Grace, amongst others, and they may well have utilised pastures around the
survey area as a sheep run, in parallel to the common rights of the secular members of
the Blagdon community (Collinson 1791, 319; VCH 1909, 461-2; TNA: E 210/10014). The
road running up the manorial/parochial boundary between Ubley and Blagdon, towards
Blackmoor and the survey area, is still known as Ubley Drove and probably perpetuates
the access route used to bring animals up on to the common. The common land within
the survey area largely survived until the later 18th century when it was enclosured.

Documentary evidence would suggest that the economic value of mineral extraction in
this area had grown to a significant level by the end of the medieval period. The return
of the Carthusians of Witham Charterhouse for their grange at neighbouring Hidon

in the Valor Ecclesiasticus in ADI1535 valued the farm of the grange at £40, significantly
more than any of their other properties, with the exception of Witham itself and the
combined rents of their Bristol properties (Thompson 1895, 192-3). When the property
was acquired by Robert Maye on 12 September 1554 it was valued at £784 18s (BRO:
5139/292). The surviving account books of the Maye family at Charterhouse-Hidon dating
from 1592-1614 demonstrate unquestionably their involvement in the mining industry in
this area (SARO: DD\GB/145).

By the |6th century the mining organisation on Mendip was formalised into four distinct
mining districts, or liberties, which had their own privileges and unique law codes (Gough
1967, 69-111). The mining district at Charterhouse was known as the West Liberty, and
appears to have included parts of Charterhouse, Ubley and Blagdon although the records
are incomplete (ibid, 95-6). The lordship of the minery would have been inherited by

the secular lords who took on the estate of Witham Priory following the Dissolution, in
this case the Maye family. The exact location of the West minery is equally uncertain,
although it is presumably lost beneath the extensive debris and consolidation of later
periods in the Blackmoor and Velvet Bottom valleys. This is further suggested by the
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ruins of a ‘cupola or forge” depicted on the Charterhouse estate map of 1761 (SARO:
DD\STL/2)

Based on substantial documentary records for the Chewton Minery it is generally
assumed that the Mendip lead mining industry reached its peak in the |/th century,
although the contrasting lack of records from previous centuries may belie larger scale
mineral extraction from this period. It can be conjectured that the West Minery also
enjoyed the same success demonstrated at Chewton. The use of gunpowder from the
1680s apparently aided the mining process, while a coal-fired reverberatory furnace at
Bristol from 1685 would have improved processing (Blick 1991, 95). However, the mining
industry on Mendip started to decline from 1670 as the accessible ore was exhausted
and the lead itself was considered an inferior product on the national stage. Records
suggest that output from 1700-10 may have been 10% of what it had been in the
previous century, although small-scale exploitation and re-processing of slag presumably
continued over the next century (ibid). Interestingly, Gough reports an undated |/th-
century record of profits from the Charterhouse-Hidon Minery which could produce
profits of £50 but this was frequently reduced by the troubles of the time; while this may
refer to the impact of the Civil War an alternative possibility is that it implies the decline
of the minery itself (Gough 1967, 90). In the early 19th century Skinner reported that in
Priddy lead ore had been plentiful within living memory but had by that time become
scarce (BL: Add mss 33656).

Lead extraction was revived in the 19th century, and was marked by renewed
investment in the exploitation of deeper mineral deposits and the re-smelting of the
spoil and material left by previous generations of miners. Reprocessing of the Romano-
British and medieval spoil heaps was a viable economic process because inefficient
techniques and processing methods during these periods meant that their spoil often
contained significant quantities of lead and other minerals which could be more easily
won than fresh ore from newly sunk mines. It was this latter process that facilitated
the re-discovery of abundant Romano-British material which was uncovered during the
excavation of these mineral-rich spoil deposits.

Documentary records show that |9th-century mining and reworking of slags was initially
concentrated around the Blackmoor valley on land belonging to Dr Somers, and where
speculative mining was begun by the Mendip Hills Mining Company in 1844 (Stanton &
Clarke 1984, 35). Dr Somers had been re-working slags on his land from the 1820s and
a brick smelter had been constructed in 1824 (Blick 1991, 95), while Skinner also noted
miners and their families, already familiar with the local landscape, were reprocessing
material in 1819-20 (BL: Add mss 33673). In 1846 Lord Clifden leased his lands and slag
grounds around Velvet Bottom to the Mendip Hills Mining Company which then began
re-exploiting the older mining waste (Stanton and Clarke 1984, 35). From the 1840s the
Cornish miners of the Mendip Hills Mining Company added a reverberatory furnace and
buddle pits, the latter of which were designed to concentrate lead ore through washing
(ibid). The sinking of new shafts, undertaken from 1844-58, was primarily located on
the Ubley and Charterhouse Rakes to the south-east of the survey area. This proved
financially disastrous and it was only a refocusing of efforts on reprocessing earlier spoil
that pushed the Mendip Hills Mining Company into profit.
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The area of slag re-working was expanded, particularly following the sale of the mis-
managed Mendip Hills Mining Company to the smelting firm of Treffry & Co of St
Austell in 1861 (Blick 1991, 95). Soon after a Pattison plant was erected in the valley to
improve recovery of silver deposits (Gough 1967, 194-5). Re-working of earlier mining
slags reached Lower Rains Batch and it is this field that has become synonymous with the
extensive number of Romano-British finds recovered, but not recorded, during the 19
century, although it is not clear how far exploitation spread or how it was undertaken.
As international imports increased and mineral prices tumbled, smelting was finally
abandoned at Charterhouse in 1878 although dressed material continued to be sent to
Bristol until 1885. The later closure of the St Cuthbert works in 1908 marked the close
of industrial lead working on the Mendip Hills (Gough 1967, 177; Blick 1991, 95).

The agricultural landscape also continued to develop alongside the mineral extraction
industry during the post-medieval period. The area of Blagdon covered by the present
survey had functioned primarily as common land during the medieval period and largely
continued to do so until it was enclosed in 1787 (SARO: D\P\blag/20/1/1). The enclosure
map shows that parts of the common were recorded as ‘Old Inclosures), including

the present field of Great Cowleaze Pasture. This may relate to the documented
enclosure of common in 1602 by the Maye family at neighbouring Charterhouse-Hidon,
possibly indicating that sections of the survey area were purchased at this time (SARO:
DD\GB/145; Gough 1967, 80). That the latter manor was also labelled as having old
enclosures on the same map bolsters this argument further (ibid, SARO: D\P\blag/20/I/1).

Archaeological background and previous research

The history of documented research and excavation at Charterhouse begins with the
work of the Reverend John Skinner and his companion Sir Richard Colt Hoare. Analysis
and cross-referencing of Skinner's diaries reveals significant details about the site in

the early 19th century and the archaeological material encountered, although there

is still ambiguity in many of his statements. The principal area investigated by Skinner
was Upper and Lower Rains Batch fields. Precise details of his excavations are lacking,
although he did record that he uncovered traces of buildings and materials including brick,
dressed stone, nails, hearth stones, tile, flue tiles and mortar, as well as evidence for lead
processing of Romano-British date, pottery, charred wood, glass, bronze fibula, worked
bronze and burnt bone (VCH 1906, 335). A redundant spring was noted in Upper
Rains Batch, while a number of wells were identified by labourers in Lower Rains Batch.
Skinner initially saw these latter features as the robbed-out hollows of earlier structures
and questioned their interpretation as well-cuts due to a lack of stone revetment; it can
be implied that traces of timber revetment may have been missed and that the local
workmen were more than capable of identifying a well-cut (BL: Add mss 33,653).

Skinner was preoccupied with the recovery of high-status material, and was therefore
frustrated by the lack of mosaics and precious objects. Difficulty was also encountered
in identifying buildings themselves; he suggested extensive robbing and proposed that
re-used Romano-British structural materials could still be seen in local buildings (BL:
Add mss 33,653). However, there is the possibility that he may have missed evidence of
timber-framed structures. In Rains Batch (which could presumably indicate either Upper
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or Lower Rains Batch) he recorded a
house at a depth of 3ft built of dressed
stone and cemented with mortar on a
site where Samian ware, roofing stones
and tiles had been identified on the
surface (BL: Add mss 33673).

The scale of earthwork survival was
realised by Skinner's companion,

IRl . o i Hoare, who noted squares, circles
ko f',._‘fﬂ':_“;“" ook Sanctin ot and irregularities on the ground
T Ao i CRLASE T i and both he and Skinner produced
. the first sketches of the upstanding
A . archaeology (BL: Add mss 33,653;
Hoare 1821, 42)(Fig. 4). The initial
discovery of finds made by Skinner
and his contemporaries were
recovered amidst early agricultural
Rl ; improvements of this former common
A Ay i e f“ﬁ% land at Charterhouse, a process that
- @TL_HH/{_‘B!_ s would ironically lead to the increasing
et - degradation of the earthwork remains.
E? ' Skinner and Hoare made little note of
&

the earthworks in Grays Ground and

Figure 4. Sketch produced by Skinner showing some Hill Ground fields except to comment
of the upstanding earthworks at Charterhouse that the settlement appeared to

(reproduced with permission of the British Library). ~ continue east and west of Rains Batch
(BL: Add mss 33653, 33673).

Skinner also reported that the local farmer owned 200 acres and wished to purchase
|9 more, the greater part of which was covered with Roman enclosures (BL: Add mss
33653). It is not clear whether it was the 200 acres or the 19 acres that were covered
with Romano-British remains, although the latter area probably refers to Upper Rains
Batch which Skinner also records as 19 Acre Field. This would imply that the earthwork
preservation west of the Rains Batch road had been far better in the early 19th century
when these antiquarians visited the site, although it may also reflect the areas to which
they had access and from which Romano-British material was recovered as it was put
under the plough.

Re-working of the Romano-British debris at Charterhouse had been undertaken since

at least 1819-20 when Skinner purchased a Roman vessel that had been discovered
when an old mine was searched for unprocessed ore. Slags from Lower Rains Batch
were apparently re-exploited from [867-76 where a seam of spoil 2ft thick at a depth

of 1.5-2ft below the turf was identified and exploited. Romano-British finds attracted
further antiquarian visitors to Charterhouse (Gough 1967, 25, 183, 193-4). In 1873 it was
noted that stone building foundations and crude smelting hearths had been uncovered as
miners picked over earlier spoil, with finds including quern stones, weapons and an iron
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ox yoke (Waldron 1875, 3). Similar finds continued to be recovered, although no attempt
was made to record them. This state of affairs characterised the archaeological study of
the survey area during the [9th century.

While these artefacts were not recorded on discovery, a number of the assemblages
which subsequently became part of museum collections have since been analysed. These
include pottery, coins, gem stones, brooches and figurines, as well as more unique items
such as a bronze human ‘mask’ (VCH 1906, 337). Other finds identified include a 78lb
lump of smelted lead found in 1875; a hoard of 900 coins dating up to AD284 found

in 1846; inscribed stone fragments; mining tools and an oak spade (ibid, 337/-8). More
general evidence of building foundations, brick, mortar, window glass, furnaces and tile
were also noted but not retained, while the identification of well-constructed drains at
a depth of 3-4ft has been conjectured as evidence for the presence of a bath house at
Charterhouse (ibid, 335; Burnham & Wacher 1990, 208). The number of finds removed
from around Charterhouse without any record is unknown and unquantifiable, although
it is asserted that the known collections represent only a fraction of what was acquired
by antiquarians and collectors.

A number of potential Romano-British burials have also been recorded. Gough mentions
cinerary urns and bones recovered, while Scarth records more specifically a single black
pot, 15" high containing cremated remains (Gough 1967, 33; Scarth 1874, 190). Fragments
of inscribed stone, including one uncovered during the demolition of a building at the
northern end of Lower Rains Batch, may have formed part of funerary monuments
(Gough 1967, 36). Several cinerary urns were reported from ‘near’ the settlement
remains in 1873, with an inhumation recovered from beneath the old spoil refuse
adorned with bronze bracelets and rings about its wrists (Waldron 1875, 3). This may be
the same burial as the cist grave containing a possible female burial with a bronze armillae
on the arm and covered by two flat stones. These were recorded by a contemporary,
although its location was not recorded, nor are the whereabouts of any of the finds
known at present (Scarth 1874, 190).

The purported amphitheatre site in Hundred Acre field was the subject to a short
period of excavation in the early 20th century (Gray 1909). The monument was
recorded in 1858 when the field was cultivated and sown with hemp (Scarth 1859, 153).
Interestingly Skinner noted during his investigations in 1819-20 that the amphitheatre was
known locally as “The Church’ (BL: Add mss 33,653); this reference perhaps suggests
that the monument may have been used as a communal meeting place for early non-
conformist groups during the period that they were being persecuted.

Opposed entrances on the eastern and western sides of the oval earthwork were
recorded during the excavation, while pottery of Romano-British date was recovered
from around the western entrance and the seating bank, apparently confirming its
interpretation as an amphitheatre (Wilding 2005, 55). However, significant numbers

of Neolithic and Early Bronze Age flints were also recorded during the excavation
supporting the counter-argument that it may have been adapted from an earlier
prehistoric monument (Todd 1993, 66). This is supported by the identification of a small
pit, two phases of stone-lined post holes at the east entrance, and a small gully within
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the south bank (Gray 1909, 126, 130). Excavations in 1938 by members of the Bristol
Speleological Society found no evidence of an internal ditch at the amphitheatre site

but unfortunately the excavation archive was destroyed along with the society museum
in Bristol in 1940 (Donovan 1949, 80-81). Question arose as to whether the site was
actually post-Roman given the abraded nature of the pottery uncovered in 1909 and the
failure to find an internal ditch in 1938 (Burnham & Wacher 1990, 211).

Research directed toward the wider rural settlement continued into the second half of
the 20th century. A globular cremation urn, dating to the I** century AD, was discovered
in 1942 when a water channel was dug east of the road between Paywell Farm and
Charterhouse; this provided the first relatively accurate location of a Romano-British
burial at the site (SHER: 23027). In addition, analysis of aerial photographs revealed the
extent and quality of the Romano-British settlement earthworks, highlighting its potential
for future research (St Joseph 1953, 92-3). A small trench was excavated across what was
interpreted as an area of Roman field enclosures, probably in Hill Ground, which was
re-interpreted (below) as the earthwork of a Romano-British track-way and adjoining
building enclosures (Boon 1950). Although the exact trench location was not recorded,
the available section appears to show that it was flanked by small drainage ditches, while
pottery evidence from the primary silting of one of the ditches tentatively dated it to the
early 3rd century (Boon 1950, 201-3).

A campaign of small-scale excavations in 1960-7 in Hill Ground aimed to examine

the form and date of Romano-British occupation at Charterhouse, although it was
abandoned due to fears of poisoning to grazing cattle by lead and other hazardous
materials (Budge et al 1974, 327). These excavations demonstrated the longevity of
occupation across the Romano-British period. Construction material included timber,
limestone and sandstone, with metal working debris was identified virtually throughout
and, although no full building plans were recorded, a possible stone building with a front
corridor was partially excavated in the south corner of Hill Ground field (ibid, 330-3).

A final trench across the sub-rectangular earthwork in Grays Ground (referred to as

the Rains Batch enclosure) led to its interpretation as a probable stock enclosure of
post-Roman date due to the presence of an internal ditch and the general absence of
Romano-British material (ibid, 335-6). Recent analysis, however, has presented the theory
that this may in fact be the remains of a Romano-British temple or shrine dating to the
later 3rd or early 4th century, although this study did not take account of the excavations
from the 1960s (Faulkner 1998, 48-56). The [960s study also recorded that a water
pipeline was laid along the east side of the survey area in 1967.

In 1968, flooding at Charterhouse, particularly in the Blackmoor and Velvet Bottom
valleys, exposed significant quantities of pottery dating from AD42-69 (Burnham &
Wacher 1990, 208). Large quantities of pottery were believed to have been removed
from the flood residues by amateur enthusiasts without record, although probable late-
lron Age pottery was identified and recorded by more conscientious individuals (Clarke
1969, 39). This flooding episode also revealed evidence of masonry structures of possible
Romano-British date in the valley bottom including a possible ‘turreted’ feature, although
no detailed record of these built elements survive (SHER: 23023).
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A period of survey subsequently interpreted an area of deep-pitting and trench mining
south of Charterhouse Green as the remains of Romano-British lead mining, while a
large dam feature 700m to the north-east was ascribed a similar date and considered to
be part of a water management system created to facilitate the mining and processing of
lead (Wilson 1971, 278). Amongst the prehistoric and Romano-British material recovered
from Charterhouse Warren Farm Swallet, Ikm south of the survey area, was evidence of
an auroch, possibly dating to the Iron Age or later, suggesting that this species may have
survived in remote upland areas even into the post-Roman period (Everton 1975, 80).
Collections of Romano-British material continued to be reported from the area such

as the early Romano-British pot recovered by fieldwalking east of Hill Ground in 1979
(Minnitt & Murless 1979, 88; CSMR: 414). Analysis of a relief pattern tile recovered from
Charterhouse and produced at Minety (Wilts) has interpreted it as a material ubiquitous
to bath house structures and providing further evidence of the presence of a bath house
(Gower 1988, 3-5). Around 1990 two lead pigs were recovered at Haydon Grange
2.5km to the south-west of Charterhouse and alongside the route of the known Roman
road to Old Sarum (CSMR: 438, 538). More recently in the locality of Charterhouse a
metal detectorist recovered a large hoard of gold items and bronze axeheads dating to

the Middle Bronze Age, although subsequent excavation failed to recover any context for
this deposit (SHER: 18782, 18789).

A survey during the early 1980s of the Blackmoor and Velvet Bottom valleys enabled

the detailed reconstruction of the 19th century extraction and processing facilities
(Stanton and Clarke 1984, 30, 53). The processing floors were located along the bottom
and lower slopes of the valleys where access to water and swallet holes facilitated the
dressing and smelting of lead ore and slag, although a dressing floor was also established
north-west of the survey area, on Blackdown. Evidence of this industrial landscape still
survives today in the form of extensive earthworks and building ruins, although significant
elements were damaged during the extensive flooding of the valley in 1968. Casualties
included the Pattison plant, while others structures have succumbed to more general
decay and neglect (Gough 1967, 194-5; Blick 1991, 85).

A campaign of excavations at Charterhouse between [993-5 were aimed at clarifying
the date and function of several earthworks within the present survey area, including
the earthwork enclosure in Charterhouse Green (Todd 2007, 5-6). The earliest material
recovered was Mesolithic and early Neolithic flints from two deposits, one of which
came from a buried surface during the controlled excavation of a later earthwork
enclosure on the east side of the Blackmoor Valley in Further Inclosure field (Todd 2004,
42-4). Concentrations of prehistoric flintwork were also recorded around the Roman
fort in Charterhouse Green where a broken Neolithic polished axe was discovered
(Todd 2001, 153). Excavation of the mining rakes themselves have so far failed to
conclusively identify the site of solely pre-Romano-British mining, although the presence
of lron Age pottery suggests that the mineral deposits were exploited at an earlier date,
while the provenance of a fragment of Northamptonshire ware may suggest that metal
was traded over long distances in the pre-Roman period (Todd 2003, 53-5; Todd 2007,
63-5).

The excavation of the earthwork enclosure in Charterhouse Green was limited to small
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trenches cut across the ramparts which demonstrated that there were two distinct
phases to this feature, both consisting of a bank and external rock-cut ditch (Todd 2007,
|0-4). The lower fills of the ditch from the first phase sub-square enclosure included large
quantities of pottery and rubbish interpreted as having been quickly accumulated as part
of a clearing-up process on site dating the period of occupation from AD50-65, which

is a uniquely early deposit of Roman material within a 40 mile vicinity of Charterhouse
(Todd 2001, 152; Todd 2007, 11-2, 23). The animal bone recovered indicated a high status
military diet of predominately cattle and pig which was unexpected at a site so soon after
the Roman Conquest (Grant 2004, 374: Todd 2007/, 58-9). The military interpretation of
the site was strengthened by the recovery of oil lamps from the ditch of the first phase
enclosure (Todd 2007, 40-1). One important recovery from the first phase enclosure
ditch was a small piece of metallic zinc which is currently a unique find within a Romano-
British context (Todd 1993, 66-7). Initially mistaken for a piece of lead, it was previously
assumed that the technology was not available to produce pure zinc in the Roman
Empire, despite its use in the production of brass (Todd 1995, 78-9). A small section
through the second phase square enclosure, which has traditionally been recorded as a
Roman fort or camp, revealed no finds beyond a few small fragments of later Ist century
Samian ware, alongside a collection of post-medieval material in the accumulated plough
soils from the upper layers of the section (ibid, 12-13). Despite this dearth of datable
material the enclosure was still interpreted by Todd as late Neronian or early Flavian in
date and falling out of use by AD75 (ibid, 14).

Todd also suggested that the enclosures served as a military depot for the storage of
mineral products, although there remains the question of where the occupying soldiers
were detached from at such an early date given the distance between Charterhouse and
the currently known Roman forts at Exeter and Kingsholm in Gloucester (Todd 2001,
152-3). Investigations during the same excavation campaign of Romano-British mining
remains to the south of the fort suggest that exploitation was largely limited to easily
accessible surface deposits, while other materials such as haematite were also extracted
(Todd 2007, 66).

The small earthwork enclosure on the east side of Blackmoor, in Further Inclosure field,
was also investigated. The earthwork was interpreted as consisting of two distinct phases;
an outer sub-rectangular bank with an internal ditch and a small, later rectangular bank
with an external ditch inserted into the south-eastern corner of the original enclosure.
Evidence of lead working was recovered by the excavation on the outside of the outer
bank, but difficulty appears to have arisen in dating the earthworks, with later Iron Age,
Romano-British and medieval material and dates put forward in different discussions, as
well as the added possibility that it was reused by the Home Guard during the Second
World War (Todd 1993, 58-63; Todd 1995, 76; Todd 2004, 41-2; Todd 2007, 7-11).

Two small test pits were dug in Further Blackmoor near the north-west boundary of the
field to test for evidence and stratigraphy of the Romano-British settlement. One trench
contained no archaeological features or material, while the second contained an undated
stone hearth, leading the excavator to suggest that the Romano-British settlement did
not extend into this field (Todd 2001, 153).
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An unpublished MA thesis attempted to bring together available evidence relating to the
Romano-British settlement at Charterhouse (Faulkner 1998). This project included the
detailed earthwork and geophysical survey of the small enclosure in Grays Ground field,
as well as a more general analysis of the wider site from aerial photographs. This thesis is
not without flaws, and its proposition that the former enclosure represented the remains
of a multi-period Romano-British temple is unsubstantiated. However, it does represent
the only detailed attempt until the present survey to understand the site as a whole and
as part of the wider Romano-British landscape.

An archaeological watching brief monitoring the installation of a new water pipeline on
the east side of the survey area in 2002 demonstrated that this may have been the limit
of the Romano-British settlement. Although track-ways and ditches continued north-
east of Hill Ground, no buildings were uncovered, and a large ditch may have marked the
eastern limit of the settlement, while no features at all were identified on the north-east
side of Grays Ground (Cullen 2002, 6). Ceramic evidence dated principally to the later
3rd and 4th centuries, although material in the suspected boundary ditch went back as
far as the 2nd century (ibid). However, the watching brief was apparently undertaken
under difficult conditions, and features and finds may have been missed including a
possible cremation urn in the form of a large ceramic vessel containing charcoal later
recovered by the landowner (ibid). In addition to this Romano-British material, 22

worked flints from unstratified contexts were recovered dating from the Mesolithic to
the later Bronze Age (Cullen 2002, 6).

In 2002 Romano-British pottery of Ist-4th century date and a single sherd of late-Iron
Age date were recovered from the surface near the north end of Great Cowleaze
Pasture and south end of Plentys field (CSMR: 419). In 2003 Roman tile was discovered
and removed from the field wall at the NW end of Lower Rains Batch, while 40 small

Romano-British sherds were also collected from the surface of the same field (CSMR:
574, 613).

In 2005 excavations as part of Time Team’s Big Roman Dig campaign at Charterhouse,
under the supervision of Oxford Archaeology, briefly allowed small-scale insights before
they were closed down due to excessive ground contamination (Smith & Brown 2006,
79-83). The only significant addition to the understanding of the site was to suggest

that the large square earthwork enclosure in Lower Rains Batch dated to the Romano-
British period based on the recovery of stratified Ist century pottery, rather than being
medieval in date as previously assumed. Flints dating to the Neolithic and Bronze Age
periods have been recovered from excavations in Lower Rains Batch (ibid, 86-7). A more
general contribution from this work was an effective geophysical survey of Lower Rains
and part of Upper Rains Batch and Hundred Acre Field, which has been supplemented
by geophysical survey by local amateur archaeologists in Upper Rains Batch and Hundred
Acre fields (ibid, 82-3; Foord & Matthews 2007,12).

In Further Inclosure field, immediately east of the enclosure on the east side of the
Blackmoor valley, a range of linear cropmarks, first noted in 1977 and resembling an
Iron Age field system and settlement, were investigated through geophysical survey
and targeted excavation in 2006 (SHER: 23022). These features were revealed to be
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fault lines in the underlying geology, although unexpectedly over 200 unstratified flints
were recovered dating from the Mesolithic to the Bronze Age, while a pit of proposed
Mesolithic date was also identified (Lewis 2007; SHER: 14057). Numerous flint artefacts
had been recovered from the field surface in this area previously, although they have
not been analysed together and many have since been lost (SHER: 24092). A further
flint scatter of ‘Mesolithic character’ has also been reported in Further Blackmoor field
(SHER: 25486)

Excavation by members of CHERT in 2007 uncovered a section of a mortared stone
building with plastered walls, flagstone flooring and a Cornish slate roof at the southern
end of Great Cowleaze Pasture (Toft 2007, 9). Excavated evidence indicates that the
building was c. 3.5m wide and although its overall length is unclear, wattle impressed
plasterwork suggests the structure was subdivided internally. A paved surface beyond
the north wall of the building was interpreted as a lean-to passage. Finds from the site
included pottery, glass, clay tobacco pipes, and animal bone, with ceramic evidence dating
occupation from c¢. 1680-1720 (Toft 2008, 19-43).

In addition to archaeological fieldwork the perception of archaeological remains

has benefited from the input of various commentators and the re-analysis of the
archaeological evidence. The presence of civilian settlement was noted at an early date
when cropmarks could be identified on the ground that bore a strong similarity to
those seen at Wroxeter (Scarth 1859, 153). Traditional accounts occasionally noted the
industrial character of the site, but it was the ubiquitous Roman elements that have
drawn most attention; the suspected amphitheatre site in particular was often the
principal reason for Charterhouse appearing in the literature (Frere 1987, 299; Wacher
1978, 92, 258). Recent scholarship has demonstrated a growing appreciation of the
importance of the Romano-British settlement at Charterhouse. The abundance of
material coming from here suggests a large settlement with possible high-status elements,
and it has been characterised as a Romano-British small town (Rivet & Smith 1979, 379;
Burnham & Wacher 1990, 208-11).

One aspect that preoccupied Skinner as well as a host of subsequent researchers was
the presence of a Roman road at Charterhouse and its continuation west toward the
Bristol Channel. While a Roman road has been identified between Old Sarum (Wilts)
and immediately south-east of Charterhouse, it has yet to be demonstrated continuing
further north. The implication of the theory that the road continued west is that the
mineral products from Charterhouse could have been exported by sea from the Bristol
Channel, while growing acceptance that such a road does not exist have supported the
alternative that goods were transported overland and shipped from Southampton Water
(Jones & Mattingly 1990, 184). Unfortunately the undue attention placed on the Roman
road has come at the cost of studying the local infrastructure (Rodwell 2001, 51; Scarth
1875; Hoare 1821, 42; BL: Add mss 33,653).

Map analysis

A study of the available mapping gives some indication of the development of the field
enclosures system. The enclosure and subsequent agricultural improvement and arable
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cultivation of the former common of Blagdon has had a significant impact on the survival
of archaeological remains, particularly since 1787. Not surprisingly those fields recorded
as under arable cultivation on the Blagdon tithe map of 1842 demonstrate the poorest
levels of earthwork preservation (SARO: A\ABGT/3).

The 1787 enclosure award indicates that
the southern portion of Grays Ground
field was enclosed separately and divided
into small allotments with a track-way
leading along the northern boundary; these
subdivisions were allotted to the poor of
Compton (SARO: D\P\blag/20/1/1)(Fig.

5). The allotments had been removed by
the time of the 1842 map, while the ‘Old
Inclosures’ in the south-west portion of
the survey area were replaced, in part, by
a new enclosure layout (SARO: A\BGT/3).
A small branching track-way is shown
running westwards from Charterhouse
Road across the field named Marthas Lot.
This track skirts the eastern boundary of
the ‘Old Inclosures’ marked on the 1787
enclosure map and Greenwood's 1822
map of Somerset, but this too had gone
by 1842 (SARO: D\P\blag/20/1/1; Harley &
Dunning 1981; SARO: A\BGT/3). The 1787
enclosure map records this track-way as
‘Steven'sbRoad, the eponymous landowner
by 1842 in this part of Blagdon (SARO: D\P\
blag/20/1/1, ABGT/3). These two maps also
record a building and small surrounding enclosure in Charterhouse Green, immediately
south of the Roman fort, which survived into the early 20™ century.

Figure 5. Extract from the 1787 enclosure
award (ref: D\P\blag/20/1/1). Original held
at the Somerset Record Office. Used with
permission).

The 1842 tithe map records two small enclosures within the survey area: one along the
western boundary of Great Cowleaze Pasture, and a second near the south-western
corner of the field named Plentys (ibid). These enclosures had been removed by 1885
when the Ist edition Ordnance Survey (OS) map was produced and a new enclosure
established in the north-western corner of Plentys. The OS |" map of 1817 depicts a
building and small enclosure in the vicinity of Marthas Lot and Lower Rains Batch, but
this is not depicted on any later editions nor on the later illustrations by Skinner, while a
second building and enclosure were recorded on the west side of Rains Batch Road, near
the east corner of Hundred Acre field. This seems likely to be the same cottage sketched
by Skinner during his visits to the site in 1819-20 which was illustrated as being in the
eastern corner of Hundred Acre field (BL: Add mss 33,653). The same OS map depicts
two rectangular enclosures in Charterhouse Green extending from the south-western
field boundary, with the latter taking in a large area around the site of the Roman fort.
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The OS I edition 6" map of 1885 depicts Lower Rains Batch sub-divided into three
fields (Fig. 6). The two sub-divisions to the west were recorded as being under rough
grass at that time, as was Hundred Acre field. The latter has furze recorded near its
south-western boundary, while much more extensive furze is depicted in Grays Ground
in an area of extant heavy mining. The map also records the principal archaeological
earthworks and location of significant finds. At some point after 1903 the subdivisions

in Lower Rains Batch were removed and a new enclosure created towards the eastern
side of the field, with a bungalow called Mendip Farm built in the northern corner.
Sometime after 1903 a series of subdivisions was inserted across the centre of Hundred
Acre Field and the southern portion of Great Cowleaze Pasture, although the latter has
subsequently become redundant and only the fence posts remain.
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