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FURTHER FINDS FROM THE MOATED SITE 
NEAR ARCHERS WOOD, SAWTRY, HUNTINGDONSHIRE 

STEPHEN MOORHOUSE 

I N an earlier volume of these Proceedings' the excavation and finds from a moated 
site to the north of Archers Wood, Sawtry, were reported and discussed. Since the 
publication of the report, a misplaced group of material and a survey of 1612 for the 
parish of Sawtry Judith have been located. The survey was found among the archives 
belonging to the Duke of Devonshire at Chatsworth House, Derbyshire, and shows 
that all the structures in the area of the earthworks had disappeared by the beginning 
of the seventeenth century. 2  As the present finds extend the types from the group, 
and the map helps corroborate the suggested identification and date of abandonment 
for the site, the writer has thought it desirable to publish this additional material as a 
supplement to the initial article. 

The survey was carried out by William Senior for William Cavendish, the then 
owner of Sawtry Judith. 3 The map appears in sections, the relevant part being the 
'West Part' (see P1. I). On this map the field in which the earthworks lay is called 
'Clapper Yarde'. This name has survived to the present day, for the field is variously 
named 'Clapper Yard', 'Tower Field' or 'Castle Field '." Archers Wood is recorded 
as such on the survey. The 1 61 2 field boundary of 'Clapper Yarde' probably per-
petuates the western parts of the earthworks, though the buildings themselves are 
not shown. Buildings are indicated elsewhere on the map and hence it can be assumed 
that whatever had existed in terms of structures within the enclosures had either 
fallen into decay, or had completely disappeared; the former seems likely for the 
earthworks are still fairly distinct on the ground. The limited excavation in 1967 
showed that the building uncovered had low sill walls, which would have taken a 
timber superstructure. The main building on the site may have been of stone. 
Whether this was the case or not, the ancillary buildings with timber superstructures 
would have been either dismantled soon after abandonment or quickly decayed and 
collapsed, while the stone buildings would almost certainly have been heavily robbed, 
for good-quality building stone is not found locally and would have to be imported. 

'Stephen Moorhouse, 'Excavation of a moated site near Sawtry, Huntingdonshire', Proc. 
C.A.S. LXIII (1971), 75-86. 

2 I am grateful to Mr E. W. Joyce for bringing this additional material and the discovery of the 
map to my notice. 

The original is in the library of the Duke of Devonshire at Chatsworth House, Derbyshire. 
Northampton Archives Office hold a master copy, from which there is a copy in the Huntingdon 
Record Office, acc. no.? M 4/6 a. 

Information from Mr E. W. Joyce. 
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SLIth Li L1 

For the buildings to have completely disappeared by 1612, they must have been 
abandoned by the middle of the sixteenth century, allowing for a generous time gap 
of decay and depredation. This evidence, together with that already discussed in 
the initial report,' strengthens the suggested date of abandonment and enhances the 

1  Moorhouse, bc. cit. pp. 77-9. 
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Fig. i. Pottery: oxidized wares, i-; East Midlands grey reduced ware, 5-6; Cistercian type ware, 

7; Lyveden-type jug, 8; Roman pottery, 9- SO. Bronze: cauldron handle, iii. Scale . 

suggestion that the site represents a monastic home grange of Sawtry Abbey, on 
whose land the earthworks lay, abandoned either just before or immediately after the 
Dissolution of 1536. - 

THE FINDS 

The additional material does not form a large collection, but as the whole assemblage 
need not be later than the middle of the sixteenth century and is homogeneous in 
character, these finds are a useful addition to the series already published. The late 
medieval date for the deposit is suggested by the complete absence of medieval 
Lyveden types common in the region, which would almost certainly have been pre-
sent had the building been in use during the earlier period. The evidence from the 
kiln site' suggests that these wares had died out by the middle of the fifteenth century, 

' Pottery report in preparation. 
ANT LXV 2 
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being superseded in the area by the domestic coarseware types of which the Sawtry 
deposit is almost wholly composed; thus a useful terminus post quem for the whole 
group is provided. Residual disturbed pieces are to be expected and these are readily 
identifiable here as a further very much abraded small piece of St Neots ware, not 
illustrated, five abraded Roman sherds, of which the two rims are illustrated (Fig. i, 
nos. 9  and io), and possibly the Lyveden jug sherd (Fig. i, no. 8); the problems 
attached to this latter piece are discussed separately below. 

Pottery 
Oxidized wares (Fig. i, nos. i to 4) 

I. Single sherd from bowl rim in a hard-fired, slightly pimply surfaced fabric with dull brown 
surfaces, and uniform smooth light blue-grey core. 

Bowl rim in a fine slightly soapy, corky, completely oxidized fabric with very light pink sur -
faces, darker internally, with a light fawn core, following the profile of the rim section. 

Large sherd from a bowl rim in a hard-fired, slightly soapy fabric, with dull brown smooth 
surfaces, and a blue-grey core. 

Large sherd from the base of a (?) cistern, in a hard-fired, though soft fabric with light fawn 
exterior and light creamy-pink inner surfaces, with a light blue-grey core. There are a small number 
of minute white particles included in the fabric, showing on the surfaces, where it has eroded. 

Reduced wares (Fig. i,nos. 5 and 6) 
This type of late medieval pottery, and the type of general ware described above, have recently 
been identified in the region as a distinct type with relatively closely defined date ranges. A defini-
tion and evidence of dating is discussed on pp.  46 to 59 of these Proceedings. 

Upper part of a strap handle from a jug in a hard-fired, reduced fabric with black surfaces and 
core separated all round by a dull brick-red margin. 

Large part of rim from a bowl in a hard, pimply surfaced fabric in a completely reduced grey 
fabric, with near black core. 

Cistercian-type ware (Fig. r, no. 7) 
Two non-joining sherds from a cup in a hard, fine, bright pink sandy fabric with smooth dull 

pink inner surface. Both pieces are covered all over externally with a glossy speckled brown glaze 
of which there are traces around the inside of the neck. A group of Cistercian wares have already 
been published from the site' to which the present piece can be related. The group as a whole 
belongs to a regional type identified in the home counties to the northwest of London and made at 
kiln centres yet to be located; they have recently been discussed by the writer. 2  

Lyveden-type ware (Fig. i, no. 8) 
Single sherd from the bodyof a jug in a soft porridgey, hand-made fabric with light fawn inner 

surface, blue-grey core, and covered externally with a light, speckled olive-green glaze. Decoration 
is in the form of flowing, parallel, near-vertical strips of white clay showing a light creamy-yellow 
below the glaze. The sherd comes from the shoulder of a jug type now associated with the east 
Midlands. The type is probably produced at several centres including Lyveden, 12 miles to the 

1 Moorhouse, loc. cit. p. 8o, fig. 3,  nos. 26-30 and pp. 82-3. 
2 Moorhouse, 'The Thttery' in Edward Johns ton 'Excavations, at Sopwell Hall, Hertfordshire', 

Hertfordshire Archaeology in (1973). 
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west of Sawtry.' Systematic excavations there in recent years have shown the type to have a lifespan 
from the early thirteenth through to the middle of the fourteenth century. 2  Although these jugs 
have a far wider distribution than their equivalent coarsewares, their true date range is unknown, 
especially as it is almost certain that other centres, yet to be located, were producing them. The 
potters' wheel was introduced into the Lyveden centre some time during the second half of the 
fourteenth century, previous types being coiled on a preformed base. Although the present piece 
does not display this latter technique, the lack of wheel-marks suggests either lump moulding or 
coiling. Three sherds of this jug type come from the deposit, though it is not certain that they come 
from the same vessel. Considering the complete lack of pre-fifteenth-century wares, with the 
exception of the sherds already mentioned above, it is tempting to suggest that these could be 
contemporary with the deposit. However, in view of the nature of the group, any firm comments 
must await the outcome of the urgently needed study of these distinct jugs, and the present piece 
must be regarded as residual. 

Roman pottery (Fig. I, nos. 9  and io) 
Five sherds of Roman date were found amongst the mislaid material, of which the two rims are 
illustrated.3  

Rolled over grey ware rim with highly burnished surfaces. Virtually undatable, but more 
probably first—second rather than third—fourth century. 

Nene valley colour-coated bowl rim in a fine-grained yellow-buff fabric, covered all over with 
a matt dull purple wash. Possibly fourth, but could equally be third century. 

Iron 
Bronze work (Fig. i, no. ii) 

i i. Lower part from an angled handle from a cauldron, of circular section. The lower junction has 
the thickness of the cauldron body attached: the size and form of the vessel are uncertain. The 
study of bronze cauldrons has been sadly neglected, but recent work on the continent has shown 
some development in their long history. 4  

1 Pottery report in preparation. 
2 These jugs were not represented amongst a large jug assemblage on site E, a late tile kiln, 

dated by two coins, a Henry IV penny, 1399-411  and a half-penny of Robert III of Scotland, 
1390-1406. The evidence suggested the kiln was in use for only a short period. 

I am grateful to Dr Kevin Green of the Department of Archaeology, University College, 
Cardiff for his comments on these pieces. 

Hans Drescher, 'Mittelalterliche Dreibeintopfe aus Bronze' in Rotterdam papers: a contribution 
to medieval archaeology (Rotterdam, 1968), pp. 23-33. 

4-2 
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