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• TWO LETTERS 

I. Thomas Beaufort, Duke of Exeter, 1423 

R. SWANSON 

II. Richard Bentley, 1722 
FRANCIS JACQUES SYPHER 

I. LUARD 95 RECONSIDERED 

R. SWANSON 

OVER a century ago, H. R. Luard published a letter written to the University of 
Cambridge by the Duke of Exeter.' The letter itself is not remarkable, merely a 
request that Guy Wiseham, one of the Duke's clerks, whom he intended to send as 
his representative to the General Council of the Church summoned by the Pope 
for the following May, should be allowed to proceed to his degree immediately, 
rather than wait until the completion of his course at Michaelmas. The letter bears 
no year, although it is dated the tenth of January. Nevertheless, Luard considered 
that 'the letter must refer to the twenty-first session of the Council of Constance, 
which was held in May 1416'.2.  From this he identified the sender of the letter as 
Thomas Beaufort, 'the Duke of Exeter then' . 3  

Exactly why Luard should have opted for 1416 is puzzling, but merely academic. 
The letter simply cannot refer to the Council of Constance, or to any preceding Coun-
cil held during the lifetime of Beaufort. Not only had the Council of Constance 
been in session since 16 November 144,  and the papacy itself been sede vacante 
since the deposition of John XXIII in May 1415 ;5  but the whole idea of an embassy 
being sent to an individual session of a Council is quite unacceptable. Moreover, 
Beaufort was not created Duke of Exeter until November 1416,6  so that even by 
Luard's argument the earliest date must be January 1417. 

If the ascription of the letter to Thomas Beaufort is correct - and I see no reason 
to deny it - there is only one Council to which it can possibly refer. In 1422 Pope 

1 H. R. Luard, 'A letter to the University from Thomas Beaufort, Duke of Exeter', Proc. C.A.S. 
iii ( 1864-76), 273-4. The letter is now Luard 95 in the University Archives. 

2  Luard, art. cit. P. 273. 
Ibid. 
E. Delaruelle, E.-R. Labande, and P. Ourliac, L'Eglise au temps du Grand Schisme et de la Crise 

Conciliare (1378-1449) (Paris, 1962-4), 1 , P. 172. 
Ibid. pp. 18o—i. 

6 Complete Peerage, V, 202. 
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Martin V summoned a Council to meet at Pavia in 1423. The Council met, but in 
June transferred to Siena.' It is to the period immediately before the meeting at 
Pavia that the letter can be assigned; precisely to the tenth of January 1423. 

II. AN  UNPUBLISHED LETTER BY RICHARD BENTLEY 

FRANCIS JACQUES SYPHER 

CHARLES SHORT, who is most widely remembered for his work on Harpers' Latin 
Dictionary (1879), was an eager collector of books and manuscripts. Most of his 
acquisitions were dispersed in an auction sale after his death in 1886, but among the 
pieces preserved and now in the possession of his grandson is an unpublished letter 
by which Richard Bentley gave his vote for the Craven scholar in 1722. 2  

Bentley was at that time engaged in one of the many controversies that marked his 
career at Cambridge. He had been deprived of his degrees and excluded from Univer-
sity business; and his detractors were pressing to remove him from the Regius 
Professorship of Divinity. This hostile climate bred a pamphlet war which, bringing 
forth after its kind, bred a libel suit. Bentley's faithful enemy, Dr Colbatch, found 
that his case against the Master of Trinity was untenable, and when the matter was 
dropped, Bentley ,  turned the tables on him by showing the Court of King's Bench 
on 20 April 1722 that a pamphlet of Colbatch's was 'a contempt' on its jurisdiction. 
This stratagem worked well to his purpose. In May Colbatch's publisher was locked 
up in the Marshalsea, and Colbatch himself required to make a defence to the Court. 
'Bentley, being thus able to wreak his resentment upon his adversary through the 
agency of that high tribunal, which the latter had unwittingly offended, had no further 
trouble with a business which went on so agreeably to his wishes; but occupied him-
self with a scheme of greater importance, his own restoration to his degrees. 13  He was 
successful in his 'scheme' and found himself, in March 1723, restored to his full 
dignity as Dr Bentley. 

In spite of these distractions, Bentley pursued his scholarly work and, in so far as 
he was permitted, the exercise of his duties at the University. Among these was his 

1 The Council opened at Pavia on 23 April i 423. After the transfer it recommenced proceedings 
at Siena on 2 July. Delaruelle, op. cit. pp. 223-4. 

2 The letter by Bentley is here published with the kind permission of the owner, Dr Charles L. 
Short. I must thank Miss E. S. Leedham-Green, Assistant to the Keeper of the Archives, University 
of Cambridge, and Philip Gaskell, Librarian of Trinity College Library, for their advice. For 
information about Charles Short see 'A History of Harpers' Latin Dictionary', Harvard Library 
Bulletin xx, 4 (October 1972),349-66. 

Quoted from 'that charming book', James Henry Monk's Life ofRichard Bentley, D.D. (London 
and Cambridge, 1830), P. 483. 
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responsibility as Regius Professor to help carry out the provisions of the will of John 
Craven, who died in 1649 and endowed four scholarships, two at Oxford and two at 
Cambridge. The scholars were to be chosen by 'the Vice-Chancellor, the Kinges 
Professors, and the Orator there for the tyme beinge, or the greater parte of them '.' 

As a token of the ill-grace in which Bentley stood to the Vice-Chancellor, Thomas 
Crosse, he was evidently not given due notice of the election of 1722. But, undeterred 
from making his will known, he sent in the following letter :2  

July ye 21St 1722. Trinity College. 
Understanding by Report, yt  the Election 

to Cravens Exhibition is to be this Afternoon; 
& not having had any due Notice of it 
From Mr  Vicechancellor, or any Summons 
according to usual Form; I hereby declare, 
that I give my Vote for Walter Titley 
as ye  most deserving of ye said Exhibition: 
Witness my Hand & Seal the day 
above. Rich: [L.S.] Bentley 

Witness 
John Baker 
Walter Titley (I700-68) had come to Trinity College from Westminster School 

in 1719. His success in obtaining the Craven scholarship must have depended mainly 
upon his performance in the examination; but he won Bentley's regard by other work as 
well. At about the same time as the election, his verses in imitation of Horace iii. ii 'so 
much pleased the Master, that he chose to devote a leisure hour to writing a parody of 
Titley's stanzas'. R. C. Jebb neatly compared the two poems: 'The gist of the young 
man's piece is that an exemplary student is secure of applause and happiness; Bentley 
sings that he is pretty sure to be attacked, and very likely to be shelved.' The author of 
The Vanity of Human Wishes one day recited Bentley's lines 'with his usual energy': 
Dr. Adam Smith, who was present, observed in his decisive professorial manner, 'Very well - Very 
well.' Johnson however added, 'Yes, they are very well, Sir; but you may observe in what manner 
they are well. They are the forcible verses of a man of a strong mind, but not accustomed to write 
verse; for there is some uncouthness in the expression. 13 

1 The Historical Register of the University of Cambridge ... to the Year 1910, edited by J. R. 
Tanner (Cambridge, 1917), P. 259. On Craven, see DNB V, 44-5. 

2 Except for the word 'Witness' and the accompanying signature of John Baker (on whom see 
DNB I, 933), the letter is in Bentley's hand. At the top of the page (about 74 by 9 inches) are 
written some numbers: 133 265. 22 033' perhaps in a modern hand, '265' a hand contem-
porary with the MS, '22'a different, but perhaps also contemporary hand). Pencilled in the bottom 
margin of the letter is the word 'classicist', which suggests that the MS passed through the hands 
of a commercial dealer. 

' Quotations from: Monk, P. 470; Jebb, Bentley (New York, 2882), p.  275; Boswell's Life of 
Johnson, edited by G. B. Hill and L. F. Powell (Oxford, 2934), iv, 24. Titley's and Bentley's verses 
are printed in Monk, pp. 47°—'; Bentley's in Jebb and in Boswell. 
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Titley graduated B.A. in 1723, and was made a Fellow of Trinity College in 1725. 
His talents and the orderliness of his ambitions are apparent in his plan to devote 
the first thirty years of his life to study, the next thirty years to public affairs, and the 
remainder again to study. He accomplished his design with some distinction, and on 
his death bequeathed i,000 to Westminster School, an equal sum to Trinity College, 
and L500  to the University of Cambridge.' 

Bentley's last public act, when he was past eighty, and within weeks of his death, 
was to examine for the Craven scholarships, in June 1742; on that occasion one of the 
successful candidates was Christopher Smart. 

1 on Walter Titley see Admissions to Trinity College, Cambridge, edited by W. Rouse Ball and 
J. A. Venn (London, 191 i), iii (1701 to x800), xii, 64; DNB xix, 899-900; Alexander Chalmers, 
The General Biographical Dictionary, new edition (London, 18 16, reprinted New York, 1969), xxix, 
.413-14. Both Chalmers and DNB give Titley's bequest to the University of Cambridge as Ji,000. 
But the above 'figures are given in Titley's will (dated 22 February 1768; proved at London in the 
Prerogative Court of Canterbury, 21 March 1768; Public Record Office reference no. Prob./i 1/937). 
And Miss E. S. Leedham-Green assures me that it is clear throughout the records in the University 
Archives that the amount of the bequest was £soo,  with which the Vice-Chancellor initiated a 
subscription towards a building to be used as a music school; this plan failed, and subsequent 
records do not specify the final disposition of the funds. 
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