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REPORT ON HUMAN SKELETON REMAINS, SCHOOL STREET, IPSWICH, 1979. 

IAS 4801. 

D. A. BIRKETT, F.R.C.P. 

 

Remains numbered 0085 

 0087 

 0088 

 0091 

 0092 

 0099 

 0139 

 0158 

Several of these remains are very fragmentary but one or two are almost 

complete. They are too small in number to be of any use for statistical 

purposes. 

 

0085 

This group consists of parts of two skeletons. 

a) A fragment of adult skull and some adult foot bones. The skull shows 

the presence of a metopic suture - an anatomical variant of no significance 

present in about 9% of moat populations. By this suture the frontal bone 

of the skull is divided into two halves. 

The sex of this skeleton cannot be determined. 

 

b) An almost complete child's skeleton, with dental formula 

 

6EDCBA MISSING 

6EDC00 000DE6 

0 = tooth lost after burial  

 

The 6-first molar teeth are through the mandible but would not yet have 

erupted through the gum. The age is therefore probably 5 - 6. No pathology 

is present. 

 

0087  

Rather incomplete remains of a small but muscular adult male. From the one 

complete long bone (left tibia - length 314 mm) his height can be estimated 

at 160 cm. (5'3") from Trotter and Gleser's formula. 

No skull was present. 

 

0088 

Fragments of adult lower limb bones of which nothing can be said 
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0091  

Eroded fragments of limb bones of an adult. 

 

0092  

A collection of small light adult bones - no skull present and sex could 

not be clearly established. 

 

From the lengths of the femur (Rt. 385 mm, Lt. 384 mm) the height can be 

estimated at 150cm.(4
'
11") if female or 155cm.(5

'
1") if male. 

 

Dental formula  

-- -- 

7650000 -- 

     c 

         c = caries present 

 

There was osteophytosis of several vertebral bodies, but no other 

pathology.  

In addition to these bones there was also another edentulous mandible 

present - suggesting another old person buried here. 

 

0099  

Fragments of an adult skeleton - again sex or age cannot be 

ascertained, although wear on molar teeth suggests age over 20. 

A fragmented skull shows no features. Mandible shows dental 

state  

R L 

.654300 0034067 

 

. = tooth lost before death, 0 = tooth lost after death 

0139  

Rather robust bones of an adult female, height 158 cms. (5'2"). No 

pathology present. 

 

0158  

Skeleton of a muscular male, aged over 30 from tooth wear. 

Dental state  

87054320 02345678 

87654320 12345678 

 No caries.  

 

The right shoulder joint is very abnormal - there is gross degenerative 

arthritis with osteophytes and eburnation of the head of the humerus. 

The glenoid cavity of the right scapula has a missing posterior margin 

and the joint surface faces posteriorly with eburnation and steophytosis. 

This appearance suggests that this person sustained a posterior 

dislocation of the humerus which was not properly 
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reduced and a displaced joint resulted with the joint continuing to be used 

but developing gross arthritis. This is a rare form of dislocation - 

shoulder dislocations are normally anterior. It was probably the result of 

a direct blow to the joint, e.g. a fall on to the shoulder. 

 

The arm continued to be used but must have been weaker than before and 

painful. There is also some thickening and roughness, i.e. periostitis of 

the left tibia and fibula. 

 

In none of these skeletons are there any indications of the cause of death, 

nor of any gross deficiencies in their diet or mode of life. 
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