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The objec t ive of the s ur vey work under ta ken at Taplow bet ween t he 6th to 11 t h 
of Apr il 1987 w~s t Q pr ovide a s i t~ contex for the 1883 excavation of the 
bur ial mound. The si te cont ex t was def i ned as an ~rea con ai ning the bur ial 
mound anrt churc hyard wi th Berr y Fi elds to t~e s outh ~ nd the scarp down t o t he 
River Thames on the west ' A pp~ nrl ix l 1. Th0~e a rea~ wer e ~ubje(ted to various 
s urveys <Fig . 1> 

Wi thin the c hur chyard a s ite r, r id was lJid out w ! ~h pegs d r iven into the 
ground at 30m in terv~ls . All the s urveys conduc ted with in the c hurc hyard were 
refer~ed to t his grid. The· gr id i t self was located ag~ ins the bric k walls of 
Tapl ow Cour t Hous e. This enabled t he exac t pos ition of the s i te grid t o be 
esta blis hed in r e la t ion to lh~ hous e . 

The grid peg i n the ~w c orner was g iven the arbi t rary re ference of 800E/800N 
and a temporar y bench mark 1TBM> was s ablis hed t n the cent re of the 
churchyard and g iven an arbi rary he tght or lOOm. Befor e the work was 
com pleted the true he ight of ou r TBM W3S es tablished by level ling f r om the 
benc hmar k a t NGR 90~00 /82200 ' Append i x 2>. <Cons equ0n tly d l i cont our readi ngs 
were a l t ered t o r ead Above Ordndnce r•at ult - AOD>. 

CONTOUR SURVEY 

A con tour s urvey of ~e buria l mound ~nd churc hyard was conduc t ed us i ng t wo 
s ets of equ ipment. The bur-i.1l mound i t self was s ur vt"yt'd us tns .:1 Nikon NT2 A 
Theodolite with a prepro r mmed Ps i m u rg3n j ser I I hand he id corn pu t er . The 
Ps ion geve XYZ co- or dina t es according to t he s ite ~rid . Thes e were stored and 
dumped r egular lv nn r flop py .1iso: tApi'l"'nri!x 3>. Th0 h11 rt.1l mound wi ,... ";urvc}yNt 
at met re tnter vals. I hP. rcl~r. tv .- l v 1 J ~ c hu rchyard w s s ur veyed us ing an ED!< 
mounted on a Ntkon NT.~ A Theodol ite . Rc.Jding·- wurc ldkcn t a wider s pac ing of 
every t wo me t r es. All t he meas uromcn s from t he ED~ were rPcorded on p3per 
and convert ed by ha nd in to XYZ co- ordinates ~ nd tv ped onto f loppy d isc . Wher e 
neces s ary t empora r y s urvey ~ ~at i ans W('r e PS bl is hed within he g r id 1Append ix 
4>to enabl e complete coverage over h~ r ound. 
The cont our s urvay of t he burial mound cd ~ h u r c h vard was ?Joduced us ing a 
pr ogramme wr i t t en by R Young 13U FAUJ f r oo he Genosurf ~raph ics Routines. 
The contour s ur vey w3s d r wn up intPrva ls a t 0.20m nd c lear y s hows the 
pr omi nence of t he bu rial mound with in the r cl 1vrly ti.)t churchyar d lfig.2> 

Two fedt ures of note are thP curved foo tp.)lh which r uns up t he nor h s ide of 
t he mound and the i l~ s ummi t . Thes~ fPa .urPs 3 rP .) !most ~e r ta in l v t he res ul t 
of lands caping af ter t he ~ 883 excavati on. 

The pr ominent posi t ion of t he bur inl mound is ind icatert bv he t wo profiles N­
S a nd E- Y <Fig .3>. The da t:l r ecorded for t he E- IJ profile compr is e a series of 
'heights taken !!c r oss !le l11ndsc:~ p~J l!·lrrl·~:1 . Due> to tbe to td~l y tnacess i ble 
!'lature of t he env ir onment tur t hl?r wns t hf' r0main int; rPildi nfp wr?rc tak•~ n off 
·he Ordnance Sur vey 1 :U~O l? l n 'U':J OB.2>. f he N-S r e.:>.di ngs were taken as a 
=roftle r ight t hrough Ber r y F ie ld~. 
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4RAVESTOHE SURVEY 

All the memorial/graves tones in th~ churc hyard wera located by tacheometry 
using a Nikon NT2A Theodolite in r elation to the s ite grid. Up to fou r 
readings were taken for each graves one, one at e~ch corner <Appendix 5>. 
Altogether a hundred and one gravestones were located (Fig .4) . Each 
graves tone was allocated a featu r e number and photogr aphed <Appendix 6>. 
Except for the memorial s tone commemorating the excavat ion of the burial 
mound all the stones are located in the churc hyard outs ide the edge of the 
burial mound. Tbe graves appear to fall i nto t wo gr oups. The la rger stone 
memorials, some containing s ubs urface crypts are concentrated on t he western 
side of t he churchyard and are less likely to have been landscaped. However, 
east of the bur~ al mound many of the gravestones appear concentrated in groups 
which may indicate landscaping of the churchyard when the bur ial mound was 
reconstructed, when the c hurch was demolished. or wh en tl:ie House gar dens wer e 
landscaped <Fig .5 >. 

RES ISTIV ITY SURVEY 

The eastern s ide of the churchyard was surveyed with a Bradphys Res is tivity 
meter, using the Venner configuration . The objective was to pic k up any 
subsurface anomal ies such as a quar ry ditch around the mound, or the 
foundations of t he church . The western s ide of the c hu rchyard was not 
surveyed because of the density of grave s tones. The gravestones have als o 
caused gaps on the coverage of t he P.astern s ide but without serious ly 
affecting t he validity of the res ults. Readi ngs were taken at metre intervals 
along transects aligned with the s ite gr id. The resu lts were recorded by hand 
before being transferred onto t he Univers ity of York VAX c lus ter computer 
network for plotting <Appendix 7'. 

The r esults of the r esistivity survey indicates there is no quarry ditch 
outside the pr esent edge of the buria l mound <F ig.6 > and further suggests the 
19th century landscaping was ac hieved with material dug from the mound rather 
than fres hly quarried. 

The mos t s ignif icant anomaly p1cked up by the resistivity s urvey is an almost 
uniform feature in the NE corner of t he churchyard . According to the survey 
it measures 18m E-V, 22m N- S. The s hape of the feature i ndica tes th is is the 
demolished c hurch . Further •::onf irmation oi this ~nomaly was gained when an 
employee of Plessey plc. produced a s eriPs of colour prints s howing a grass 
stain cruc iform featur e i n the s ame pos ition in the churchyard as the 
resistivity s urvey. Using the plotted gravP.stones as a base line the feature 
was located onto the site plan of t he g r·avestones <see Fig .4 ). A !urther 
~nomaly picked up by the resistivity s urvey is a diagonal pathway which runs 
!ram t he SE corner of the churchyard up to the c ircular memorial cross. 

though the present public ent rance to the churc hyard is also at the SE 
:orner , the impression from the mapping of his feature and the grass sta in is 
._at it once served as the pathw v in to hP. larger c ruc iform building - the 
-.Jrch. 

-:- the s outh of the churc·hyard IIC'~ !3crry F l •lds. VI I thin the present field a 
-Cber of earthworks were r ecorded by the OrrlnancC' Survey and the object of 

present s urvey was to locate these ear thworks os surface features and to 
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.se the resistivity meter to loc~te any assoc iated ditc hes . The earthworks 
were difficult to locate as topographical features because of the irregular 
height of the land wh ich was be ing used at the time of the survey as pasture 
and the s hallow nature of the earthworks. However using the Nikon Theodolite 
with ED M attachment a s eries of tnHtsects were la id out to provide profiles 
down the slope south and west from the site grid which had been extended 
along the northern edge of t he field . From thes e profiles it was passible to 
map the line of the rother ephemeral banks \Fig .7>. 

The Res istivity meter took readings every metre along transects laid out south 
from the s ite gr id. Edch t rans ec t was 60m long and the results were plotted 
us ing the same computer programme as the readings from the churchy~rd. 
Although the transects of the res istivity s urvey did not reach the lower 
earthwork opposite the pond anomalies were picked up along the northern edge 
of the field in both transects CFig.8>. The res ults from 'the southern end of 
the transect s are equit able with a rather un iform ?attern of readings. Yithout 
knowledge of the imp~ct of agrtcultur .'J l pr8c tices w1 htn the s ubs oil of the 
field it is difficult to explain the anomalous readings. However it may not be 
coincidence that the ~ige of the gardens occur s imediately nort h of the 
anomalies giving the impressi on that t he landscaping impinged upon the edge of 
Berry Fields. 

ASSESSMENT 

The burial mound at Taplow is s ituatPd in a promi nent pos ition in the 
landscape looking over the Th3mes Valley to the south and wes t. The res ults 
of detai led s urvey work around thR burial mound give s a me indicat ion of the 
history of the site . 

The mound appears to have been cons tructed from material scraped up from the 
s urrounding area . There is no evidence far a quarry di t ch around the mound or 
even the s mall scoops which mus t have been the source for the mound makeup. 

After the excavation of 1883 the burial mound was landscaped with a convenient 
footpath up to the s ummit. The flnt t opped s ummi t of the burial mound mus t 
have provided a convenient vant age paint looki ng out over the Thames Val ley. 

At some stage a c hurch or c rur.lform build ing was constructed in the NE corner 
of the site. Later demali"tiou lef t no c le r tr3ce of this building until it 
-'ppeared as a grass mark s t in during a dry s umme r. This building is believed 
to be identica l with the featur e pi cked aut by the res istivity s urvey . 

. 
~~rther landscaping of the chu rchyard i s witness d by the posit ion of many of 
·le gravestones. A few are on top of the bu ildin walls and mus t post date 
·-e demolition of the building . 

~ retrospect the geophysical s urvey of Berry Fieids s hould have been extended 
T 20m south to pick up the lnrRe r bB nk . No ditc hes were found in the field 
: if necessary the earthwork s urvey s hould ac t as the foundation to a more 
• !led geophys ical s ampling programme. Given the ephemeral nature of the 
ss it was extr ememly difficult to matc h the geophysical s urvey without the 
-!ts of the earthwork s urvey . 
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Benchmark at NGR 90800/82200 at 63.26m AOD 
Levelling from Benchmark to TBK 

B. S. 

B. S. 

B.S. 

B.S. -

1. 703 
F.S. 1. 731 

2 . 588 
F.S. 0.627 

1. 705 
F.S. 1,.077 

F.S. = 5.996- 3. 435 
= 2 . 561 

Site TBM at 63.260 t 2.561 = 65.821m 

<Thus 34.179m taken off all Z co-ordinates of contour readings to establish 
the true height A. O.D. > 



·;OTQGRAPHS 

t_together nine films were processed, four negative films N176, Nl77, Nl80 , 
:81 and five s lide films Sl52, Sl 54, Sl55 , S156, Sl57. The films were 
~located numbers within the Sutton Hoc recording system. All the 
~breviattons us ed on the forms are explained below. Occasional photographs 
re entered as part of a completed film. 

: e of the films Nl80 was donated to the project by Kr Roger Vil l iams <Raven 
-~ttage, Rochford Way, Taplow, Maidenhead) of Plessey <Taplow> plc. 

Some of these wer e copied onto negative film, Nl81 by N. Macbeth. 

:.e slides were or iginally s pl i t for safety into two sets a~d stored in 
-parate places. They were split according to exposure number into an 'even' 
~d 'odd' set. Although each film is complete the slides are still in their 
~elders, either all even or all odd numbers . 
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