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An archaeological evaluation in advance of develop.ent at 

Town Farm North and Cherry Blossom Farm, St rettoaroo-Fosse , Warwi ckshi re 

7he p r oposed convers i on of a numbe r of fa rm out- buildi ngs within the area 

scheduled as a n a ncient monument ( AM 168) was e val uated to determi ne t h e 

a rchaeo l ogical i mpli cations by BUFAU i n May 1988 . The area had been 

scheduled following t he excavation i n 1969 of an area contai ning 

prehisto r ic a nd Roma n o-Britis h settleme n t e vi de nce to t he sou t h and sou th

...,est ( Figu re 1) . The p rese nt evaluation was unde r taken at t he request of 

the HBMC( England) a nd was carried ou t o n be half of the landowners by 

Birmingham University Field Archaeol ogy Unit . 

The buildings a nd padd ocks , which comprise the t wo farms, lie on g r ound 

sloping away no rthw a rds fro m t h e a r ea of known archaeologica l s u rvival , 

t owards t he village . Most of t he co nversion of existing farm buildings 

..., i ll involve little or no s u b- s u rface d i stu rbance a nd conseque nt risk to 

early deposits . The t r e nches r equi r ed to take se r vices (0 . 60 m deep) pose 

the greatest pote nt ia l threat , a nd t he majo r ity of evaluation t r e nches were 

thus posit i o ne d to assess thei r i mpact . 

Previous archaeo l ogical and con tractors' work in the area had revealed a 

natural s ub-soil va r ying f r o m pure sand to compact gravelly marl. The 

fo rmer appears to occupy l ocalised pockets within the marl and has been 

quarried i n t he pas t . 

-1-



Cherry Blossom Farm (Owner : Mr . P. Be llew ) 

A tota l of five one metre-wide trenches (Al-5) we re dug (Fig ure 1), three 

with the assistance of a ma chine . 

A1-3: These trenches were exca vated using a machine a l ong the farm track 

leading to the l a ne , a nd to the south of building 2. They revealed 

a gravelly marl s ub-soil covered by a thin layer of trample, l ess 

than 1Scms deep. No archaeol ogical deposits or fi nd s we re observed. 

A4: A machi ne-st r i pped t r e nch t o the west of bui l ding 1 r evealed a stiff 

clay s ubsoi l , sealed by pos t-medi eval stony soil a nd t urf . Thi s 

stony horizon sealed a s hallow l inea r feature which was fil l ed with 

a homogenous silty clay. This f eature became very shallow (to 

c . lS cms) at the northern end of the trench where the ground falls 

away, s uggesting a considerabl e truncation of earlier levels in t his 

direc t ion. No finds we r e recovered from this fe ature . 

AS : The s t eeply sloping gr ound to the west of bui lding 3 was t es t ed by a 

hand- dug trench . Much of the slope a t this po i nt seems to have been 

caused by a dump of clean stiff c lay, used in part t o fill and sea l 

a series of large features, of which the trench revealed only a 

small section. These features may be relat i vely r ecent rubbish or 

sand quarrying pits thought by the owner t o have been dug i n this 

area . No find s we re recove r ed f rom the clay , although the stony 

hori zon which seal ed it contai ned s ome post-med ieval mate r ial . 
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Town Farm North (Owner : Mr . W. Longf ord ) 

Three t renches we re e xcavated withi n the environs of Town Fa rm, with the 

assistance of a mechanical digger (Figure 1). Access to much of this area 

was restricted by ext ensive concre t e ya rd surfaces. 

Bl : A hand-dug trench dug through the concrete fa rm ya rd r e vea l ed 

c .30cms of mode rn rubble which sealed a series of · pipe-trenches cut 

i nto the natu ral. The natural he r e was a soft yellow sand very 

little of which had been l eft undistu rbed . The r e were no fi nd s of 

archaeological significance . 

82: This area had been heavi l y disturbed by recent cultivation and no 

intact deposits of a r chaeological significance we re r evea l ed by 

this tre nch . The natural s and was sealed by c . 20cms of c ult ivation 

soil and was cut by several post-medieval features . 

B3 : The a r ea i nside the barn at the southe rn extreme of the area was 

tested by a small sondage which contacted natural gravelly marl at 

a depth of a f ew centimetres . No archaeological features or f i nds 

we r e observed, and it seems likely that most of the area cove r ed by 

the barn was l owered during its construction . The ground level t o 

the wes t is higher by nearly 1. 5 met res , and t he eastern half of 

the barn is known to be occupied by a system of drying chambe r s , 

now 9,isused . 
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Co nclusions and Recommendations 

~o intact archaeological de pos its or features demonstrably earlier than of 

t he post-med ie val pe riod we re co ntacted in the area e val uated ; throughout , 

an area which has evidently been subjected to intense disturbance ove r the 

l as t century a nd more rece ntly . No finds earlier than of the 19th cen t ury 

•Jere recovered, even as r esidual mat e rial i n later context s . In view of 

t he proximity of an extensi ve Romano-British settlement , possibly a villa , 

and its ea rthworks immediat ely to the south, the total absence of 

a rchaeological features or even r esidual f i nds is somewhat s urprising . 

3owever, i n a lmost every instance the e valua tion tre nches encountered a 

:runcate d natural subsoil o r evide nce of extensive modern distu rbance , a nd 

: hese processes may ha ve destroyed any ea rl ier e vide nce for huma n activity 

~n the areas fo r developme nt. 

the basis of this evaluation the risk pos ed by the proposed work to 

a rchaeologi ca l r emains can be conside r ed to be minima l . It s hould howe ve r 

a nd new bu i lding !:te borne in mind that 

!ootings will involve 

excavation of 

more ex t e nsive 

se rvice tre nches 

a r eas , not all of which could be 

a~equat ely evaluated on this occasion. We would the re f ore r ecommend that 

a watching brie f be unde rtake n by a qualified archaeologist during this 

ase of development works. 

J on Cane 

BUFAU Project Supervisor 

24t h May 1988 
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