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the 17th century (Grade 11 listing ST22NW 5/251). A post-medieval overshot mill 
has been recorded (SMR PRN 43393) and a system of ponds south of the farm has 
been suspected of indicating a medieval moat (SMR PRN 44012). The tithe map of 
1837 shows the watercourse but not the ponds on the east side of the farm, although 
the southern pond appears to be present. 

An earlier archaeological evaluation in 1990 examined areas to the east of the farm, 
concentrating particularly on a cropmark feature photographed in the 1970s 
(McDonnell 1990). Results from the evaluation led to excavations later in 1990 
which located late-Iron Age and Romano-British features. The finds were dominated 
by pottery of this date, but also included a flint collection dated to the Mesolithic 
period, and a handful of earlier prehistoric ceramics dating from the late Neolithic 
to the Iron Age (Ferris and Bevan 1993). Other finds in the vicinity of Maidenbrook 
Farm comprise Palaeolithic finds (SMR PRN 43136), cropmark features (SMR 
PRNs 43387, 44192, 44451 and 44519), and a Neolithic/Bronze Age flint scatter 
and Romano-British settlement evidence at Nerrol's Farm (SMR PRN 44496). 

The Maidenbrook Farm site is located on the edge of the flood plain of the River 
Tone with the ground rising gently to the north. The geology comprises river 
gravels, probably First Terrace Gravels, overlying Mercia Mudstone and sealed 
beneath alluvial deposits. Previous work had noted that the uppermost alluvium had 
been deposited after the Roman period with 4th-century features cut into a lower 
alluvium. Flint artefacts were suspected to derive from occupation horizons within 
the latter. 

The desk-top study involved a collation of the SMR evidence and a brief review of 
Jthe cartographic and secondary documentary records held at the Somerset Local 
:History Library, the results of which have been outlined above. The fieldwork 
trenches were excavated by JCB and the small number of features exposed were 

cleaned and recorded. The water table was clearly much lower than in the 1990 
,..,,Aa•au."v although one trench, Trench F, became partly waterlogged. 

documentary research was greatly assisted by a typescript paper on the history 
the farm by Audrey Mead. The fieldwork was undertaken with the assistance of 

Woods. 

trenches, D, G and H, were cut in the farmyard to the south of the. farm 
. The farmyard area was defined by ponds to the east and south, and by a 

deep ditch running westward from the latter. In all three trenches, natural gravel 
.encountered beneath an intermittent layer of gravel and hard core over which a 
humic cover had accumulated. The natural gravel comprised a mixture of 

y-fractured small stones together with small rounded pebbles and 
larger stones in a matrix of red sandy clay. It was also marked by black 

of manganese deposits and lenses of red and yellow clay. At one point the 
surface was a band of compacted yellow sand and gravel. The gravel was 
at 0.1m below the ground surface (Table). 

the gravel in Trench G was a ditch, F4, l.4m wide and 0.3m deep, into the 
which (1012) had been inserted a drystone wall, F5, 0.4m wide and 0.2m 

(Fig 2). The wall was built of thin horizontally-laid stones with a straight edge 
south and a ragged edge to the north as though formerly set into a bank. The 
used was a grey shaley material, of local origin judging by its use in fteld 

· ; it was also recorded in the 1990 excavation as used for posthole 
. Above the natural gravel, an intermittent yard surface of gravel and stone 
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the length of Trench J. At its south end the gravel was Q. 0.3m higher over a length 
of lOm, than to the north. 

Overlying the gravel was a compact layer of red/brown clay (1025) containing some 
stones and fragments of manganese, resulting in dark flecks in the clay. Occasional 
gravel lenses were recorded. Two features, F10 and F11, were recorded, cut from 
the surface of this layer and penetrating into the gravel, both linear features crossing 
Trench J from west to east (Fig 2). Fll was V-profiled with a slightly rounded 
base, while F 10 had steep sides and a flattened base. F 11 was filled with a soft 
grey/green sandy clay (1029) in which was a possible later deposit of lighter
coloured clay with more manganese flecking. FlO was filled with a stiff red brown 
clay (1027) with stone, dark manganese flecks and white clay flec,ks. This possibly 
overlay a similar, but slightly greyer, layer with fewer stones (1028). 

The grey clay filling Fll was identical to an alluvial deposit (1018) which was 
recorded over the northern 27m of Trench J, and in Trenches B and C, as well as in 
the small area of Trench A cut to its depth. This sandy, green grey band was O.l2m 
deep on average and occasionally deepened into shallow scoops. Two of these, in 
Trench J, were up to 0.25m deep, and oval or circular in plan. Similar features 
were seen in Trench B where the grey clay filled slight hollows in the natural 
gravel. 

Layer 1018 and the recorded features were sealed beneath a further band of alluvial 
clay (1017) orange in colour and relatively stone-free. Two possible ditch-like 
features, F8 and F9, running parallel and separated by a 0.5m ridge, may have been 
cut through the layer. Both were noticeable because of a dark brown fill which 
appeared to retain moisture more than layer 1017. They were sealed beneath a dark 
brown humic topsoil, 0.1Sm deep. 

Interpretation of the features found was difficult. F 10 and· F 11 may have been 
formed geologically. Their fills did not contain any occupation evidence, with the 
exception of a flint chip from F 11, although this might be natural since flint is 
found in the First Terrace Gravels. There was no evidence of primary fills or of 
weathering on the sides of the features. The fill of F 10 was very compact, while the 
soft clay in F11 was the same as the overall alluvium, layer 1018. 

Nevertheless their profiles suggest a man-made origin and these enigmatic features 
may be early prehistoric field boundaries, running parallel to each other. It would 
be possible to argue that the east section across F11 showed a postpit. 

The hollows filled by layer 1018 are more likely to be natural in origin, and in 
Trench B in particular excavation strongly suggested natural periglacial deposits, 
although here layer 1018 directly overlay the gravel. The two later features in 
Trench J, F8 and F9, may have been ditches of late-Roman or more recent date 
judging by their location in the sequence of alluvium. They also lay more or less on 
the line of the Romano-British ditch, F28, excavated in 1990. However, they were 
essentially marked by different coloured, and more water retentive, soil rather than 
by distinctive cuts, and these may have been naturally formed pockets in the 
alluvium. 

A flint chip was recovered from the base of F 11, as noted above. Otherwise there 
were no finds from features although a flint scraper of Neolithic/Bronze Age date 
was located in cleaning layers from Trench A, a small abraded late-Iron Age or 
Romano-British sherd from Trench B and a small flint core, possibly Mesolithic, 
from Trench C. A few flakes of chert and flint were found in the spoil heaps. 

4 



5 



References 

Chadwyck Healey, C EH, 1901 The History of ... West Somerset, London 

Collinson, J, 1791 The History and Antiquities of the County of Somerset, Vol 
Ill, Bath 

Darby, H C, and Welldon Finn, R, 1967 The Domesday Geography of South
West England, Cambridge 

McDonnell, R R J, 1990 Report on the archaeological evaluation of 
Maidenbrook Farm, Cheddon Fitzpaine 

Mead, A, 1977 Typescript notes on the history of Maidenbrook farm (copy 
deposited with the SMR) 

PSANHS 1988 
Soc, 132, 273 

Vernacular archaeology notes, Proc Somerset Arch Nat Hist 

SRS 1892 Somerset Feet of Fines. Richard I - Edward I, Somerset Record 
Society, Vol 6 

SRS 1929 Somersetshire Pleas. Vol IV. Pt 1, Somerset Record Society, Vol44 

Thew, N, 1994 Geology and geoarchaeold'gy in the Y eo Valley at Ilchester, in 
P Leach (ed), Ilchester Volume 2, Sheffield, 157-171 

6 



n 

TRENC~:~ : ....... ; .. .fL ..... . 
F~~=~~~~: ~ F4 

n ,. 
·I F3 , L._r· I -k-· .• 1 

_-I ,.! F1 I 
line of F1 

on the ground j ! TRENCH F 

·' / TRENCH EU / / 
/~F2 

/ 

~ 
I line of F2 

f on the ground 

LP5423 

i.; FS 

100m 

LP6722 

!"1 ,. 
TRENCH C !l 

I· 
J 

F11 

TRENCH A~\ TRENCH J 

TRENCH 8 

I! .. 
il \ 
ii \i 
ii ~Fa 
jj ~F9 
jj ltF10 
u L; 

1990 

Fig 1 Location of trenches and main features 
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