Biresnghacs Lniversity Field Archasology Ulair
Pratect No, 303

{dctober 1097

Viaidenbrook Farm, Cheddon Fitzpaine, Somerset:
an archacological desk-top study and evaluation

Peter Bllis




Maidenbrook Farm, Cheddon Fitzpaine, Somerset: an aoch: acolooical desk fon
stady and evaluation, 1997

Dy Perer il

Supmamiary

Evaluarion Lrenching at Maldenbrook Farm revealed no evidence of medieval or
earticr features in the area partly surrounded by ponds and dirches directly to the
south of the farm, nor in the field to the south. The natural gravel surface i these
areas was cut by four features all apparently of post-medieval date. [n the trenches
opened to the west of the area excavated 1in 1990, the absence of late-fron Age and
Romano-British pottery and features demonstrated that occupation of that date did
not continue into this area. However, two undated ditch-like features may be an
imdication of earlier prehistoric activity, although a natural, geological, origin s
also possible

Introduction

Birmingham Untversity Field Archacology Unit was commissioned by Alan Leather
Associates on behalf of Tarker Lid © undertake a desk-top study and an
archaeological evaluation on land at Maidenbrook Farm in October 1997 (Fig 1),
The fieldwork undertaken was 10 accordance with a brief prepared by Somerset
County Council in response to a proposal to develop the land for housing. It
mvolved the machine excavation of eight pre-sited trenches set out in a farmyard to
the south of the farm and in OS land parcels 5423 and 6722 further to the south.

Maidenbrook is menticned n Domesday as owing customary dues to the Manor of
Taunton, together with a group of holdings near Taunton {Darby and Welldon Iinn
1967, tig 48) A lord of Maidenbrook 18 recorded in 1249 (Mead 1977) and the sale
of tht, tdrm i 1268, with 'bulldings, gardens, alder beds, meadows and pastures’ is
listed (SRS 1892, 217). In 1280 Maidenbrook was mentioned in four legal cases,
including one referring 1o an obstructed thoroughfare and another to a teneme nt
(SRS 19293 62, 66, 168). In 1366 the land betonged to the Hospital of St John the
Baptist, Bridgwater, and again mcluded meadow, pasture and alder groves (Mead
1977). Own(,r\;hip by the hospital in 1389 15 recorded by Collinson {1791, 246}, Ar
the Dissolution 1t was bought from the Crown by Emanuel Lucar, a Billingsgatc
(London) merchant, together with properuies it Bridgwater (lhe site ot the
Franciscan Friary), Blakeford, and Over Stowey. Lmanuel died in 1573 and
Maidenbrook was passed to his son Mark who lived there until 1600 when he was
succeeded 1 turn by his son Emanuel (Chadwycek Healey 1901, 202, 204, 207, and
family tree belween pp 214 and 215). ln 1676 the property was recorded as the

house and gardens. with both arable and paswre land as well as a small area of

{furze and heath. Maidenbrook was held by the Lucars until it was acquired by the
Methuen family i the 18th cenrury (Mead 1977). From the gariy-19th century, the
nroperty was owned successively by James Bond (from 1809) and William Hale
(from 1825). The construction ot the Bridgwater and Taunton canal torough the
tarm an 1825 occastoned detaded arrangements reg: H’dmp the mamtenance of an
irrigation system (Mead 1977). From 1838 the building was tenanted and [.]'n:n
ow e by T Moads unti recemiy (Mead 19773

Structurgd  analysis within the hoase  has suggested  d Copsirucuon ‘jf‘,l'jlllt'ffﬂl_"f
{PSANHS 1988). The carbest parr of the present building, the eastern north-south
oriented block, may be dated 1o ¢, 1500 by a farge fireplace in whar may have been
g4 halll Mead (1977 records i:,th or ldth contury panelling wid SSh-Coindly
tinbers o the same roont. Two turther Dlucks, o the nortin and west, were then
added . the evidence sugpesting @ rapid cxpansion. with the northern block rebuilt in
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caminged areas (o e
fearare photop ub o e
opnell 1990y, Resulis from the ion led x,uamtmns later i ‘9‘3"
seated late Tron Aec and Eomano- l)rm yfeatures, The finds were dominated
a ;i{f* py of this date, but also included a {Tint collecnon dated o the Mesolithug
and a hancful of earlier prelusionic ceramics dating from the late Neolithic
§ ron Age (herris and Bevan 1993, Other Linds i the vicinity of Maidenbrook
Furrn comprise Palacolithic finds (SME PRN 431363, cropmark features (SMR
!-‘I’%_i”\i':», f‘r’a‘%?_ 44192 44451 :mri 211'\"9? and a Neoiithie/Bronze Age flint scate

he Baidenbrook Farm sie s located on the cdge of the flood plain of the River
Tone with the ground rising gentty 16 the north, The geology comprises civer
rravels, probably Hirst Yerrace Gravels, overlying I\’fﬁﬂ“i? Mudslone and sealed
hensath alluvial deposit, Previous work had noted that the uppermaost allavium bad
teoil dopesited atter the Reman period with 4th-century fealires cut mto a lower
Fiint artetacts were suspected o derive from cceupation honzons withis

The desk top study involved a collation of the SMR cvidence and 2 brief review of
the carographic and secondary documentary -re.s,ords held at the Somerset Loca!
Histry Library, the resulis of which have been outiined ahove. The freldwork
irencs were excavated by JUB and the small number of featurss cxposed WEers
then cieaned and recorded. he wares table war clearly mueh lower than i the 19490
evaluation, although one rrench, Trench B beoame partly waterlogged.

)

The documeniary research was greatly asswicd by o typeseript paper o the history
of the farm by Audrey Mead. The tieldwork was undertaken with the assistance of
Humphicey Woods.

Resisliy

The tarnyard (Fig D
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was visible in places. on which a 1hin soil layer had developed | rarcly deeper than
O bim ang generatly Q.05m deep. A surviving vertical 1ace of sod (.2m deep, 1o the
souch ol Lrench T, suggesied tha opsol may have been removed trom e arca,

“iw featares tound suggested @ long standing boundary marked initialls by o dicch,

by a wall Uiy s hkely o be the boundary shown on the 1837 tithe
AR ai ‘whiich time the ares was divided ino three enclosures {Fig 13, Botle glass
and white glazed pottery of 18th or [9th-century cate was found from the 1 of e
ditch together with an earthenware sherd of 18th or 19th-century date.

08 land parcel 5423 (Fig 1)

Two trenches, Eoand I'owere cut in the north part of the ficld. To the north and cast
Jay the 3m deep ditch and associated pond defining the Tarmyard area. The ground
beside the boundary. and extending 20m 1o the south, was lower by abeut 0.3m
than the main part of the field 1o the south. Two surface Linear features were visible.

Trench [ revealed a natural gravel surface at 0.35m below ground level {Table).
This was more uniform than 1 the farmyard area, comprising small fragmented
shaley stone in a dark orange/brown clay matrix. This lay beneath a thin layer of
stoney clay, 0. lm deep, uselt sealed beneath 0.25m of red/brown hwmic topsoul.
The natural Ordvel was cut b} the two linear features visible on the ground. Il w0
the north was 2.8m wide and §.6m {j{::ttp and {1lled with two base layers of clay and
stone {1008 dnd 1007), a gravel layer (1006), two layers of silt (1004 and 1003), a
deposit of red and grey clay (1003) with a stoney soil layer (1002) filling the hollow
beneath the topsoil (Fig 2). To the south £2 was recorded as g Im wide shaliow
ditch, no more than O. lm decp.

In Trench b cut across the {ow ground (o the west ot the pond, flooding prevented
cleaning .md a detailed record. A dark soil filled feature, F3, was recorded at the
east end of the trench. To its west a bank of gravel mc,orporated soine large stones,
tncluding examples G.8 by 0.3 by O0.1m deep. A lower area to the wesl was cut by
ditch FL. On the ground It was clear that ['2 ran southward from a point
corresponding with [3 belore turning to the west.

The evidence suggests thar F1oand £2 may have been mtended to carry water from
the pond into the fields, since both ditches peter out on the ground. It is possible
that F3 represents the choked fill of a pond perhaps dammed up by the gravel bank.
The stones found may have been associated with the bank or may have been later
hardcore added to a wet area. [t 1s of interest (0 uote that the sale of Maidenbrook
land to the Bridgwater and Taunton Canal Company 1in 1825 included arrangements
to culvert water across to the ficlds south of the canal for the purpose of rigation
(Mead 1977). No finds were directly associated with I'1, F2 or F3 ) although two
sherds of earthenware of 18th or 19th-century date and a sherd of Donyatt pottery
of 18th-century date, as well as post-medieval ronwork, were recovered fromn the
spoil heaps.
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pround suriace, while Trench \ was CUt o a depth o 0.3, Trt,m,n_ B0 75m an
Trench C 1o U.5m. The natural gravel was located i Trenches ) and B oand 1 4
hand-dug sondage 11 Trench C. {o comprsed a very maxed laver, generally of
medigm-sived rounded oravel ina rod o groy candy '.']z"""i‘ g :
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Trench from \_’vt,‘.‘_ﬁ. HyoeHst fi-i;r ). bowas Veprodted with 2 Siign{l}f rounded
hase while bohad steep sides and a tlafttened base. 11 was fillsd with a solt
giey/gieen sandy clay (30297 an which was a possible fater deposit of lghter-
coloured clay with more manganese flecking, FIO was filled with a stiff red brows
clay (1027) with stone, dark manganese flecks and white clay flocks. This possibly
overlay a sunilar, but stightly preyer, layer with fower stones {1028}, ' _

Yhe grey clay filling P11 owas dentical w an alluvial deposit (1018 which was
recorded over the northere 27m of Trench 4. and in Trenches B and 7 as well as n
the small area of Trench A cut o s depth. This sandy, green grey band was 0.12m
deep on average and occasionally deepened inte shallow scoops. {wo of these, in
Trench J, were up to 0.25m deep, and oval or circular in nlar, Simitar featurcs
were seen i Trench B owhere the grey clay (lled shght hollows ' the natural
gravel,

Laver 1018 and the recorded features were scaled beneath a further band of alluvizl
clay {1017y orange in colowr and relatively stone free. Two possible duch-like
teatures, F8 and 9, running paraiie! and sep: arated oy a G.5m nidge, may have been
cut Lhruugh the !:3.}u, Both were noticeable because of a dark brown il which
:ippeared o refam moistur;‘: more than faver 1017, They were sealed beneath a dark
hrown home tepsod, O.15m decp.

(nterpretation of the teatures found was ddfwel, MW and FIomay bhave been
formed geologically. Their flls did not coutain any occupation evidence, with the
exception of & thin chip from Fi1, although this might be natural since fHnt is
found m the First Terrace Gravels, Vhere was no ovidence of primary fills or of
weathering on the sides of the features. The il of F10 was very compact, while the
soft clay in F1E was the same as the overall aliuvium, layer 1018,

Nevertheless thewr profiles suggest a man-made ongin and tiese enigmatic leatures
may be early prehistonic field boundanes, runmog paralle! o cach other b would
be possibie w argue that the east section across P LE showed o posipit,

The holiows Glled by faver 1018 are more Hkely 10 6¢ natural m ongu, and i
Trench B in particelar excavalion sirongly suggc wwd natural periglacial deposits,
al mvuph were layer 14 18 directly ovedlay the gravel. The wo lawer feantres i
Trench I, F& and B9, mav have been ditches ol fae-Roman or more recent daic
judging by thetr If._u,zltu_m o the sequence of alfevium. They 2iso lay more or less on
ti i l ne of the Romuano-Bonsh ditch, 028 excavaed m 1990 However, they were

. Iy marked by different codovred, and more waler rerentive SOt rathier 411- 11
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Dy cussion

The evaluanion evidence therefore way principally negative, There was no evidence
163 SUNDOIT .nrfﬂnrprdﬂnﬂ ot I’]f‘ “resr:?lf ponds ag 111\11\,m.u of 4 mioai. The

5 5.1}7._"-(3'*"»_. G be post-Ime
it may have replaced or have been contemporary with 3 poscrpedieval sysiem
sreigating thi ficlds perhans indicated by diiches Il and F7.
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The almost complete absence of potery and other finds suggested that the features
located in excavation 1 1990 did not continue westward. The decp ditch between
the two fields s hkely 1o have been long standing as was Allen's brook, the parish
boundary to the east. The undulating surface of the gravel suggested braided stream
courses with banks of gravel between. The lower level of the gravel at the north end
ot [LP 5423 might represent a palacochanne! beside the hlght‘.r ground to the north
and thus posstbly the origin of the southern pond. The impression given was that the
gravel surface would be highly unlikely 10 have formed an occupied surface. As at
Hchester (Thew 1994), the early alluvial deposits may be the result of Neolithic
clearance and cultivation of upland areas and this may be the origin in part of layers
1025 and/or 1018, The laucr deposit seems 10 have then been in place in the fate -
fron Age, with layer {017 deposited after the Roman period. The Mesolithic 1o
Bronve Age horizons remain te be located wiihin layers 1025 and 1018,

Hhe alluvial deposits seggest that this part of the Tone tlood plan would not have
seen permanent occupation in prehistory because of vuherability to flooding.
Occupation is likely to have been sited on the gravel at the edge of the flood plain
as ig the case with Maidenbrook Farm iselt which appears to be on gravel at the
edge of the alluvium, However, as on the Thames and Warwickshire Avon gravels,
these lands would have represented a rich resource presumably scasonally exploned.
The 1990 excavauon evidence may thus have derived from seasonal occupation, the
deeply-ditched features suggesting a high water table and flooding. The presence
here of earlier prehistonc porruy tabrics and of Mesolithic tlints 15 puzzling. Thus
suggests regular use over a long period but there does not appear 10 be any natural
feature, an island of gravel for example, 10 atiract occasional occupation. The 1990
report suggested ritual activity as a possibility i Phases 2A and B (Ferris and Bevan

1993, 9, 14}, and a long-lwved rinval focus might be an explanation of the continuiry
shown by the potiery.

The puwt ditches ocated to the west i this evaluation suggest that features from
the early preh;s[or]r penoa remain e be located 1 ths area. Further archacological
work should clarify dier nature and provide more evidence regarding the character
of the gravel and alluvial deposits. A watching briel during (e construclion process
would be an appropriate response, but the nature of further archaeological work and
design mingation strategies would need to be formualated by are hdeoioglm m the
Deparument for the Environment of Somerset Coumy Council.

Table Lecaton and surface levels of pravel wud albuvennn G metres above G1)
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