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The southeastern steps (Fig. 2 Steps 1) 

The steps leading from Lichfield Street, through the gardens towards the church were 
replaced. Although this resulted in considerable ground disturbance, nothing of 
archaeological significance was observed. Human remains seemed to be much less 
frequent in this area of the site. 

The Upper Terrace and the Upper Revelment wall (Fig. 2 and Fig. 3, C-D) 

Following the removal of the Upper Revetment wall the foundation trench was 
recorded. The material in the trench consisted of a dark grey/brown sandy loam. Only 
two features were recorded. 

Feature 9: This consisted of a concentration of disarticulated bones and was visible in 
the north section of the trench. They were presumably placed in a pit having been 
collected after disturbance, during the excavation of a later grave. 

Feature 10: The southern face of a brick-built tomh. At its eastern end was a 
sandstone plinth with a moulded top, intended to support a gravestone which has since 
been removed. 

Pathway leading to the Saxon cross shaft 

A new pathway was excavated, running to the north-west, towards the Saxon cross 
A brick-built tomb was exp9sed (Fig. 2, Fll), measuring 2.4m from west to east 

and 1. 7 4 from north to south. The surviving brickwork, which was bonded with an 
off-white mortar, showed evidence of having had a barrel vault, although this had 
collapsed into the tomb interior. The tomb was recorded and the ground above 

in order to take the pathway. 

northeastern steps (Fig. 2, Steps 2) 

steps between the upper terrace and the corner between Wulfruna Street and St 
s Close were replaced. Although this resulted in considerable ground 

sturoamcle, no archaeologically significant features were observed. 
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The pottery by S.Ratkai 

fmds come from unstratified contexts, 

were two fragments of medieval pottery, both coming from the Lower 
These consisted of one sherd of sandy cooking pot and one sherd of glazed 

ware. Neither sherd is diagnostic and the fabrics are common in the North 
Staffordshire area. They date to the 13th/14th centuries. 

post-medieval collection contained blackwares and yellow wares which date to 
16th/17th centuries although these form only a small part of the collection. 

the late-17th/early 18th centuries come sherds of feathered slipwares and trailed 
A small part of the assemblage consisted of coarsewares of the same 

the greater part of the collection comes from the 18th century with English 
( one sherd with a sprigged decoration in the form of a male figure smoking 

), sherds of Westerwald stoneware, white salt glaz0 ware, cream ware and fine 

of factory-produced 19th century wares occurred m the assemblage 
pearl and mocha wares. 

characteristics of the assemblage indicate the main period of activity 
in the 18th/19th centuries, with the overwhelming presence of table wares 

a middle class domestic' source. Surprisingly, there are virtually no tea
or cups but this may merely reflect comparative breakage rates for different 
forms. · 

- Seventeen objects of iron were collected of which eight were identified 
handles. The rest were either nails or unidentified objects. One piece of 

sheet was recovered, measuring 43mm by 33mm and undecorated. One piece 
window calm was recovered. 

glass - A number of fragments of vessel glass were retained, including 
bottle glass, 19th-century moulded glass and 18th-century dark green hand 

glass. 

shell - A small quantity of animal bone was identified, some with evidence 
marks. A number of oyster shells were also recovered 

- Fifty seven fragments of clay pipe stem were recovered and seven bowl 
None of these provided useful dating evidence. 
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Memorial3: 
(I)n Memory of 
ThomasMo ....... . 
who departed this Life 
.... January ... l76 .... 
Aged ... .3 ...... . 

8.0 Discussion 

The ground works associated with the refurbishment of the gardens was undeitaken in 
such a way as to minimise disturbance or damage to archaeologically significant 
deposits or features. Consequently, very little of archaeological interest was observed 
during the course of the watching brief. The identification of burials within the 
foundation trench for the revetment wall to the south of the Middle Terrace provides 
some indication of the southward extent of the original graveyard. Their location 
appears to be outside the supposed boundary of the later graveyard. This fact, together 
with the shape of the cuts for these graves (with rounded ends) suggests a possible 
medieval date. 

The groundworks undertaken in the area of the Lowe:F Gardens did not penetrate 
below the upper modem horizons. Consequently, no foundations were recorded of 
earlier or later buildings which may have faced onto Lichfield Street. 

The Middle and Upper Terraces invariably revealed a significant depth of topsoil and 
0 • 

subsoil but with few fmds other than human bone and no archaeological stratigraphy. 
Only small numbers of finds were recovered. Although some conclusions can be 
drawn from the post-medieval pottery assemblage little can be said of the two 
fragments of medieval pottery. 
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Extract from the Isaac Taylor map of Wolverhampton dated 1750 showing St Peter's 
Church and its graveyard. The tenements occupying the area to the south of the 
graveyard and Lichfield Street were eventually demolished and now form part of the 
gardens. 
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