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1.0 Summary 

An archaeological desk-based assessment, commissioned by Sandwell Metropolitan Borough 
Council in advance of proposals to develop land at New Meeting Street, Oldbury (Winter 
1998), identified six zones of potential surviving archaeological remains. The assessment 
recommended further evaluation of the below-ground deposits within each of the zones. 
Subsequent trial-trenching confirmed the results of the earlier desk-based assessment. 
Surviving archaeological deposits, potentially dating to the medieval period, were identified 
in Zones 5 and 6, whilst Zone 4 was shown to represent the extent of a former Non­
Conformist burial ground. No archaeological deposits were recorded in Zones 1-3. 

2.0 Introduction 

The following report describes the results of further archaeological assessment of land at 
New Meeting Street, Oldbury, West Midlands (centred on NGR SO 9916 8977), which is the 
subject of development proposals by Sandwell Metropolitan Borough Council. An earlier 
desk-based assessment identified six zones of potential surviving archaeological remains and 
recommended further assessment of the zones, as any development is likely to have an effect 
on the buried archaeological remains (Winter 1998). 

Assessment by trial-trenching was carried out by Birmingham University Field Archaeology 
Unit in October 1998 on behalf of Planning and Development Services, Sandwell 
Metropolitan Borough Council, following a brief prepared by Ruth Wailer, Planning 
Archaeologist for Sandwell Metropolitan Borough Council (Wailer 1998). The guidelines set 
down in the Standard and Guidance for Archaeological Evaluations (Institute of Field 
Archaeologists 1994) were also followed. 

The results of the earlier desk-based assessment are reported on separately (Winter 1998). 
However, the results are incorporated in this report. 

3.0 Location of the Proposed Development Site (Figure 1) 

The proposed development site is located immediately to the north of Oldbury's town centre 
(centred on NGR SO 9916 8977). It is bounded by Bromford Road, New Meeting Street, 
Queen Street, the line of a former canal and by a school playing field. An outlying piece of 
land is located immediately to the east of the canal, adjacent to Poplar Road. 
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4.0 Geology and Topography 

The majority of the proposed development site is located on Carboniferous rocks, including 
purple and ochreous marls with green grits and conglomerates. It is within these rocks that 
coal seams are found. Due to faulting, older rocks such as Cambrian diorite and quartzite 
have been brought to the surface (British Geological Survey 1955). The site is situated on 
higher ground which is bounded by the route of the former Birmingham Canal. It consists of 
grassed-over areas with trees and hedges around some of the boundaries and includes a 
recreation ground and a tarmaced play area. 

5.0 Objective 

The objective of further evaluation by trial-trenching was to establish the potential 
presence/absence of any archaeological deposits, and to establish their extent, condition, 
character, quality and date. 

6.0 Method 

A total of seven trial-trenches was excavated. The trenches were located to transect known 
areas of archaeological potential as indicated by the earlier desk-based assessment (Winter 
1998), and also to test the remaining areas of the site as widely as possible. 

A JCB excavator with a toothless ditching bucket was used, under archaeological 
supervision, to remove the modem topsoil overburden to the top of any significant 
archaeological features and deposits, or to the top of the subsoil, in the trial-trenches. This 
surface was cleaned by hand to identify the form of any archaeological features. 
Archaeological deposits and features were sampled manually, except where limited by Health 
and Safety considerations, to determine their character and to recover any datable artefacts 
from their fills. 

All stratigraphic sequences were recorded, even where no archaeology was present. 
Contextual information was supplemented by scale drawings, plans, sections and 
photographs which, together with recovered artefacts, form the site archive. This is presently 
housed at Birmingham University Field Archaeology Unit. 

7.0 Archaeological Results (Figures 1-3) 

The location of the seven archaeological trial-trenches is shown on Figure 1. The position of 
Trenches 2 and 3 differs slightly from that suggested by the earlier desk-based assessment 
(Winter 1998) in order to accommodate a line of services, demolished buildings and existing 
tree-lined boundaries. An additional trench (Trench 4) was excavated in the recreation area 
(Zone 2). A trench which was originally suggested for the southern half of Zone 6 could not 
be excavated due to the inaccessibility of that area. Trenches 1 and 2 were machined to the 
uppermost horizon where grave-cuts and memorial stones were visible. Following 
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Artefacts: No artefacts were recovered. 

Trench 6 (Figure 3) 
(1.80m x 20m, aligned southeast-northwest, excavated to a maximum depth of 1.80m). 
Objective: Establish presence/absence of below-ground archaeological deposits. 

The orange clay-sand subsoil (6014) was recorded at the southeastern end of Trench 6, where 
it was partially overlaid by a charcoal-flecked, stony, clayey silt-sand, which contained 
fragments of wood and brick (6005), and by a thick layer of semi-compacted black-brown, 
clayey silt-sand matrix, containing fragments of coarse machine-brick (6001). Both layers 
extended to the northwest half of the trench, where layer 6001 partially overlaid layer 6005. 
Layer 6005 was also partially overlaid by a mixed brick deposit (6002), and by a series of 
levelling deposits (6008 and 6009) which provided a foundation for a brick surface (F601). 
These were cut by a service pipe and trench (F602). Other levelling deposits at the centre of 
Trench 6 (6003 and 6004) were cut by a service pipe and trench (F600). A thick layer of 
structural debris and black silt-sand extended across the whole trench, and was cut at the 
southeastern end by a recent pit (F603), filled with redeposited subsoil (6011). 

Artefacts: No artefacts were recovered. 

Trench 7 (Figure 3) 
(1.80m x 18m, aligned southeast-northwest, excavated to a maximum depth of 1.25m). 
Objective: Establish presence/absence of below-ground archaeological deposits. 

The orange clay-sand subsoil (7012) was recorded at the southeast end of Trench 7. It was 
overlaid by a deposit of black silt-sand and structural debris (7011) which was, in turn, 
overlaid by a deposit of brown silt-sand and debris (7010). These two deposits were cut by a 
service pipe (F701). A third deposit of structural debris (7009) was recorded immediately to 
the northwest of F70 1. A band of clean blue clay (7007) represented the southeastern limit of 
a charcoal-flecked silty deposit which was mixed with some structural debris (7003). This 
was overlaid by a number of layers of structural debris (7001, 7002 and 7006) and a layer of 
redeposited subsoil (700 1 ). All of these layers were cut by a cellar (F700) lined with clean 
blue clay (7004). The cellar was filled with structural debris (7005). A thin layer of topsoil 
(7000) extended over the whole of Trench 6. 

Artefacts: No artefacts were recovered. 

8.0 The Artefacts 

A small assemblage of artefacts was recovered during the evaluation. With the exception of 
one pottery sherd, recovered from Trench 3 and which may date to the 13th-14th century, the 
artefacts date to the post-medieval period. All but eleven of the thirty memorial stones had 
an inscribed burial number which would correspond to a written register held in the Chapel. 
Three memorial stones had partial inscriptions of names. 
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