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1.0 Summary

An archaeological desk-based assessment, comrmissioned by Sandwell Metropolitan Borough
Council in advance of proposals to develop Jand at New Mceting Street, Oldbury (Winter
1998), identified six zones of potential surviving archaeological remains. The assessment
recommended further evaluation of the below-ground deposits within each of the zones.
Subsequent {trial-trenching confirmed the results of the carlier desk-based assessment.
Surviving archaeological deposits, potentially dating to the medieval period, were identified
in Zones 5 and 6, whilst Zone 4 was shown lo represent the extent of a lormer Non-
Conformist burial ground. No archaeological deposits were recorded in Zones 1-3,

2.0 Introduction

The following report describes the resulis of lurther archasological assessment of land at
New Meeting Street, Gldbury, West Midlands {centred on NGR S 9916 8977}, which is the
subject of development proposals by Sandwell Metropolitan Borough Council.  An earlier
desk-based assessment identified six zones of potential surviving archaeological remains and
recommended further assessment of the zones, as any development s likely to have an effect
on the buried archaeological remains (Winter 1998),

Assessment by trial-trenching was carried out by Birmingham University Field Archaeology
Unit in October 1998 on behalf of Planning and Development Scrvices, Sandwell
Metropolitan  Borough Council, following a brief prepared by Ruth Waller, Planning
Archacologist for Sandwell Metropolitan Borough Council (Waller 1998). The gudelines set
down n the Standard and Guidance for Archacological Evaluations (Institute of Field
Archaeologists 1994) were aiso followed.

‘the resuits of the cariier desk-based assessment ace reported on separately {Winter 1998).
However, the results are incorporated in this report.

3.0 Location of the Proposed Development Sile {(Figore 1}

1 he proposed development site s located mmmediately to the morth of Cldbuary s town ceitre
{centred on NGRSO 9916 §977) It1s bounded by Bromlord Road, New Meelng Street,
Queen Street, the line of a {ovmer canal and by a school playing tield. An outlying picce of
land 1s located immediately to the east of the canal, adjacent to Poplar Road.
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54 Objecctive

The objective of further evaluation by triai-irerching was lo establish the potential

presence/absence of any archacciogical deposite, and 1o establish their extent, condition,
character, quality and date,

.0 Method

A total of seven (rial-irenches wee excavaled. The frenches were located o transect known
areas of archacoiopiwcal sotential 4

rdicated by the earlier desk-based assessment (Winter
1998}, ard aizo to test the remaining arcas of the site ag widely as nossible.

A IO ewcavator with 3 toothless ddching bucket was used, under  archacological
supervision, fo remove ihe modert fonsetl overburden o the top of any significant
archacological fealures and depostts, ¢r W the o of the subsoil, v the iriai~trench&:s. This
surface was cleaned by hand o identify the form ol any archaeological featores,
Archaeological deposils and fealuves were sampled manually . except where himited by Health
and Safety consideralions. t¢ determine their character and 1o recover any datable ariefacis
from their {1

All stratigraphic sequemces  wore recorded,

owhore na archacology  was  present.
Comextual informalion  was  supplemented by scale  drawings, plans, seclions  and
photographs which together wath recovered artelaets, f"om'a the site archive, This is presently
housed at Birmingham Unwersity Field Archacology Uiz

7.8 Archaeclogival Resuils |

The location of the seven archiaco !i pical tialorronches g shown o
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COIpiction o7 the ovaiuation, the memoral siones wers rebiried gl the southeastern end of
Trench 1,

A continuous numbenng system was emploved {or both excavated and non-excavated
features and deposits withue sach of the seven trial trenches.  The sequence in each trial
trench is described from the base of the trench upwards. However, interpretation of the
stratigraphic scquence is reserved for Section 9.0 Discussion of Archacological Results. A
brief quantification of recovered artefacts is given at the end of cach trench description. An
overall quantification of this material appears in Table 1.

Spot heights were taken for cach archaeological feature and trench. The values are recorded
within the site archive, and relate to a benchmark marked on Figure 1 {Value 149.70m AQD).
Depths given in this section relate to the depth of a deposil or leature below the modemn
ground surface.

Trench | (not illustrated}
{1.80m x 20m, aligned southeast-northwest, excavated to a maximurn depth of 1.18m).
Objective: Establish extent of Non Conformist burial ground.

The subsoil was nol contacted in this trench. A machine-excavated sondage at the
southeastern end of Trench 1 revealed a deposit of structural debris (1002) which was sealed
by a layer of light-brown, stony, silt-sand (10313, This laver cxtended across the whole
trench. The fills of lve grave-cuts were visible as rectangular areas of black-brown silt-sand
(1003-1007), and were located within the northwestern hall of Trench 1, at a depth of .23~
0.28m.

Artefacts: Two post-medieval pottery sherds. a copper alloy buckle and fragment of
moulded stone were recovered from the topsoil (1000).  Twenty-three
[ragmentary, and two whoie, memorial stones were also contained within the
lopsoil.

Trench 2 (Figure 2)
(1.80m % 20m, aligned northeast-southwest, excavaled © a maximum depth of 1.10m).
Objective: Establish extent of Non-Conformist burial ground.

‘The subsoil comprised an orange-brown clay-sand (2006} which was recorded only within
the nertheastern haif of Trench 20 The fills of a further five grave-cuts were dentified ag
rectangufar areas of black-brown silt-sand (2007-2011)  Within a machine-excavated
sondage at the southwestern end of Trench 2, a muved deposit of structural debris (2004) and
a northeast-sonthwest aligned machine-brick wall (F200) wors 1]

1 by a depasit of clinker

and bnck fragments (2003, This was overlaid by a layer of crushed brick and mortar (20074

which was, in tarn, overlaid by a deposit of prev-browen silty sandeclay (20013 This

uppermost deposit was seated by a layer ot topsod {2000}

Artefacts:

e



(_I .S(Jm X 1‘.’{?m, a.hgued ronghly east-wost, exeavated 0 a reaxinvan depth of ¥.05m)
Objective: Transect possible strip-field boundarics,

The orange clav-sand subso! (3003 was cut, 1y the southwestern half of the trench, by a
northwest-southeast aligned service pipe and rench (F300). At the castern end of Trench 3,
the subsond was overlmd by a 0.25-0.40m thick layer of dark-brown, organic, silty clay-sand
{3002). This layer was scaled by a mixed deposit of modern waste and some structural debris
(3001), including a larpe wooden beam with a metal mooring ring attached. A thin layer of
topsoil {(3000) sealed the uppermost deposit.

Artefacts: One 13th-14th-century poitery sherd, two post-medicval pottery sherds, three
fragments of tile, four fragments of clay pipe stems. five picces of metalworking
slag, one fragment of glass and 423¢ of animal bone were recovered from layer
3002.

Trench 4 (Thigure 2)
(1.80m x 20m, aligned north-sotith, excavated to & maximum depth of 2.05m).
Objective: Establish presence/absence of below-ground archacological deposits.

The brown-orange clay-sand subsoil (4004) was recorded at a depth of 2.05m, within a
machine-excavated sondage at the southern end of Trench 4. It was overlald by a grey-brown
silty sand-clay deposit (4003) which was, in tumn, overtaid by a (hick layer of ash, ¢linker and
fragments of clamped-bricks (4002). This faver was sealed by a grey-brown silty sand-clay
laver (4001) which extended across the majority of the trench. The layer (4001} was cut, at
the northern end ol Trench 4, by a northcast-southrwest aligned machine-brick cellar-wall
(F401). and at the centre of the trench by a disused manhole (F402) and associated wall
(F403). No archacological deposits or features were identified in Trench 4.

Artefaets: No artefacts were rocovered.

Trench 5 (Figure 3)

(1.80m x 19m, aligned north-south. excavated 1o a maximum depth of 1.25m).

Objective: Establish presence/ubsence of below sround archacological deposits.

The orange clay-sand subsoil (5008) was recorded at the southern end and @ the centre of

Trench 5. It was sealed by a laver of charcoal-flecked, brown, orgamie, silty clay-sand (5007)

which was, itself, overlaid by a scries of modern levelling deposits -*»002, 5003, 3009, 5010).

The deposits were cut by an east-west alinned machine-brick wall {F501) and by o service

pipe and trench (13003 Tmmediately wo the north of FS00, 2 vimiiar sequence of deposits was

recorded . {1 was partally truncated by thuee muchine- ‘unu\ walls 18304, FSO5 anid TTSO7 0 and
foundanion trench (F586).  The northern hadt Trench > was characterised by two

gurviving ccilar walls (F502 and F303) and cellar ;m;ll (3014 and 3016). A thin layver of

crushed structural debris and clinker (3000} and topsort (3001 extended along the length of

Trench 5.
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Yrench & (Figure 33

{1.80m x 20m, aboned soail coyrrthowesl, edcivaled looe maximom depth ol 1 8Gom),

2SI

Ojective, Fstablish presen s heloviegromd archoentlogical deposits.,

The orange clay -sand subsonl { sterns end of Trench 6, where
i owas partially overiaid 'hy a f:l'hit’(‘ﬂaln-f-'L-i(:“(‘l gtony. clayey siltssand, which contained
fragments ol wood and brick (6003}, and by a thick layer of semi-compacted black -brown,
'::Iaf,-’s:y siltesand matieg, containing tragments of coarse machune-brick (60013 Both lawrs
cxtended to the porvthwest half of thc trench, where laver 600! partially overlaid layer 6003,
Fayer 6005 was also partially overlaid by a moxed brick deposit {6002}, and by a series of
leveliing deposits (6008 and 6009} which provided 2 foundation for a brick surface (F601).
These were cut by a service pine and trench (F602). Other levelling deposits at the centre of
Trench 6 (6003 and 6004} were cul by a service pipe and trench (F600). A thick laver of
structural debris and black sili-sand extendsd across the whole trench, and was cut at the
southeastern end by a recent pit (FO03), filled with redeposited subsoil (6011

Artefacts: No artefacie were recovered,

Trench 7 (Figure 33}
{1.80m x 18m, aligned southeast-nortrwe
Objective: Establish presesn:

savated 10 a maxinmun: depth of 1.25m).
absencs af ol —&f}*rwwa’.:}”r’h e

wical deposiis.

‘The orange clay-sand sihsorl (70121 was recorded at the southeast end of Trench 7. it was
overlaid by a deposit of black silt sand and structueal debiis (7001 which was, in urn,
overlaid by a deposit of brawn silt-sand and debris (70100, These two deposits were cul by a
service pipe (F701). A third deposit of structaral debris {7009) was recorded immediately to
the northwest of F707. A band of clean blue elay (7007) reoresented the southeastern limil of
a charcoal-tlecked si'ty deposit which was f‘nz;:d with some structural debris (7003). This
was overlaid by a pum hc-.r of tayvers of stractural debris (7001, 7007 and 70006) and a layer of
redt,po sited subsoil (70G1) Al of these lavers were cut by a celiar (IF700) hined with clean
blue clay (7004). The ceilar was filicd with stracnural debris (7065). A thin taver of toosotl
{7000} extended over the whole of Trench &

h

Artefasty: No arlefacts wers recuvered.

8.4 The Artefoeee

bothe evalisiion,
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FAN0 Topsoit 2 pust-acdieval potiery shepds, |ocopper alloy buckle, | moplded stons
fragment. 23 lragmentary, and 2 whole memoriy! stones.

2000 Topsoil 3 fragmentary, and 2 whole, memorial stones.

o0z Cultivation Sorl I D3th-Idth contury and 2 post-medieval portery sheeds, 3 tile fragments, 4 clay

sipe stem ftagments, {ive pieces of metalworking siag, one glass frasment
T3 e =t D) T Ry "

A25¢ animu! hono,

9.0 Discussion of the Archaeological Results
No prehistoric, Roman or Saxon deposits or artefacts were recorded,

An organic layer ol silty clay-sand, which was recorded in Trench 3 (3002) and in Trench 5,
{5007) may represent the remains of a cultivation soil. This corresponds with evidence [rom
the desk-based assessment which identified the presence of strip field-systems, characteristic
of the medieval period, in this area. Trial-trenching has shown thai these flelds may
originally have exlended further lo the south, to [rench 3. No cvidence of any associated
activity or settlement in the medieval period wus identified.

Trenches 1 and 2 identified the uppermost cuts of ten praves belonging to the Non-
Conformist burial ground which was in use in the early-191h century. The spatial distribution
and quantity of the grave-cuts ig not indicative of the burial-ground as a whole. The inscribed
burial numbers on the recovered memorial stones suggest that the bunal-ground contains a
minimuam of 639 burials. [t 1s ttkely that a larger number of grave-cuts would be identificd at
a lower horizon. The structural debris recorded at the southeastern end of Trench 1 and at the
southwestern end of Trench 2 may represent the remains of a chapel which was associated
with the burial ground. It was replaced by the present-day chape! on Church Street.

The canal played an important role in the development of (ke site in the post-medicval period,
and the majority of the deposits and {eatures idenlified by trial-trenching was associated with
its use or, in the case of Trench 4, its decommuissioning. The structural remains in [rench 4
had truncated any earlier deposits which may have survived there prior lo their construction,
Howevcer, the northeast-southwest alignment of the cellar wall (I'401) rellects the earlier
alignment of Church Strect and the shifting pattern of settlement layout in the post-medieval
period. Structural rernaing in Trenches 6 and 7 correspond to those identified on 20th-century
Ordnance Survey maps (Winter 1998) which were associated with the use of the arca fronting
onto the canal as a warehouse facility

£0.0 Assessment of the Archacological Impertance of the Proposed Development Site

enlke] vt ovah

1
Liner

Dy mn-renciung sugyesis that the proposed
development sitc Torined vne purt of e meaeyal scttiement at Ofdbury . The cultivation soil
identified iy Trenches 3 and 5 alony with the absence of any stractural or domestie features.,
suggests that the boundary between the medieval settlement and s associatcd fickd-sysiem
lies to the south of the site. Further archaeological mvestioation would be needed to confirm
this.

6



e medieva deposits revealed by e evaloation and in the exeavations at Church Strect
iHodder 1987 and 1992} were well-preserved and were located within 3.40-0.70m. of the
present-day ground level. Archaeslogical remains dating 1o the medieval pertod are a scarce
and diminishing resource in the West Midlandys as a whole and. more specifically, within the
borough of Sandwell. Anv deposi or feature which dates (o this period and which is located
within the proposed development site has, therelove, the potential to further the understanding

of Oldbury s histoncal developiment,

11.0 Implications and Recommendations (Figure 4)

11.1 Implications

Archaeological deposits dating to the medieval period have been identified in Trenches 3 and
5, and grave-cuts relating to a 19th-century burial-ground were recorded in Trenches 1 and 2.
These deposits and features arc located within 0.23-0.70m of the present-day ground surface
and may be affected by below-ground works associated with any proposed development of
the site. Further deposits and artefacts dating to the medieval period, or to carlier aclivity,
may also be localed in those areas not tested by trial-trenching.

11.2 Recommendations

The recornmendations below provide an outline for the level of archaeological mitigation
within the proposed development site. However, the precise nature of such mitigation would
need 1o be approved by Sandwell Metropolitan Borough Counetl.

The zones referred to below correspond to these identified by the desk-based asscssment
(Winter 1998).

Zone 1

This zone was nol tested by trial-trenching, as construction ¢! the canal in the 18th century
would have destroved any earlier archaeological deposits. However. if the canal bridge is to
be affeclted by the proposed development, it may be appropriate for a RCHME level 1
photographic survey to be carried out.

Zone 2

Cellaring and the msertion of services and manholes have scverely truncated the deposits
within this zoneg, (o a mumimum depth ot 2m. 1t s unlikely that any deposits pre-dating the
post-medieval period will have servived, and ne further archaeological mitigation s
recommended within this zone.

Zone 3

Deposits and feamures datine o the post-moedioval neriod overlaid o et the subseil hoczon
I £ ! !

which was recorded at 2 denth ot 0.70-1 50m below the modere ground surface, It wounld

appear thai ierracimye, prior 1o the 20th century devetopmiont of Uis prece of Tand, has eraged

any earlier deposits, No further archacological mitigation 15 recommended within Zone 3



Lone &
Grave-cuts and memorial stones were recosded within 0.23-0.28m of the present-day groimd
surtace.  Any fuiure development should lake account of the stalutory consenrs and hicences

under the Disused Burial Ground {Amendraent) Act 1981

Zone 5

A medieval cullivation soil, represenung the remamns ol a held system which would have
been associated with the medieval settlement at Oldbury, was recorded at a depth of (0.40m,
There is potential for the survival of similar archaeological deposits in those areas of the
western hall of Zone 5 not tested by t(rial-trenching, and it 1s recommended that an
archaeological watching brief be carried out during any below-ground works associated with
the future development of the western half of this zonce,  As outlined in the desk-based
assessment { Winter 1998), the castern part of Zone 5 has littic archaeological potential. The
20th-century enginecring works will have truncated any carlier below-ground deposits and
may also have caused some ground contamination.

Zone 6

As in Zone 5, a medicval caltivation soil, which represents the remains of a medicval field
system, was identified in this zone. It was recorded at @ depth ol 0.70m. Despite later
activity dating to the decommissioning of the canal and its associated buildings, there is
potential for the survival of sinular archaeclegical deposits in those areas of Zone 6 not tested
by trial-trenching. It is recommended that an archaeological watching brief be carried out
during any below-ground works associated with the future developnient of this zone.

12.6 Referencees
British Geological Survey 19535,

Hodder, M. 1992  Lxcavation in Qldbury: Medieval and Post-Medieval Settlement.
Transactions of the Warwickshire Archaeological Society.

Hodder, M. 1987 xcavation at Church Street, Oldbury: West Midlands Archacology.
Waller, R. 1998 Brief lor archacological evaluation at New Mecting Street, Oldbury.

Winter, C. 1998 4dn Archacological Desk-Based Assessment and Walkover Survey of New
Meeting Street, Oldbury. BUFAL Report No. 555

13.0 Acknowledgements

This project was sponsored by Planming and Development Serviees, Sandweit Metvonohian

Jovough Conncil We are gratetul to Con Phithps of Planning aind Develonment Services

and to Ruth Waller, Plannin

v Archaeologist for Sandwel! Metropolitan Boroush Council for
their assistance tuoughour (h

his project. The evaluation way camied out by Bob Burrows.
Andy Hammon, Ellie Ramsey. Cathanne Moold wnd Christime Winter,  This report was
written by Catharine Mould and cdited by lain Terris.  Figores were prepared by Nigel
Dodds.



s
,I
s
’/

B AFRT: Ny

20m Trial Trenches

PLRES Bamyy

o -

ig.1

F



Trench 2

e

Sondage

. ]_ T T _m]____,’_"l'___ﬁ_’—‘“_*““_“*__ ''''''''''' T“ *‘;'M'—Y—'f‘_ 1

| | F200 | ; : ! o) b o

I 200 (TT7T0 tA o cur Lo 2001 : ;oo 2008 Y L )

| | 2004 ! v o i ;oo \ T

. : / A

L,__L.__._,__,__J____\L__{ ________ N I e \T_/7/'._,___I

Grave cul
Grave cul

Trench 3
E

L - . - T DT —/—=—C—T= — — 5600 W

* o _ T TR e T T T e S —
Lo ewwe T T S0 |

3002 3002
Trench 4 "'"")L-«--‘-_
-FAQ3

e — e e -
i = ~£ g"g“ﬁ' 2L . rf—' | !
' ~.  =am :Q“ H ’ ! |
| 4001 \ L F401 4001 F402 t 2001 Sondage 1
| T ]_f |
i_.'._____.___“.___“N____,_.___._._,_._ e _._________L___]

Fig.2




Trench 5

so10 F500
: K000
| Fs07 L FSOT | 5002 5
=T — = =4
_.]—I\jTY| I‘ :_ § =
='— = _TBO07 ﬁ\soos
... S 5 — 4
5008 5010

Trench 7
NW

C-

L.

7012

L]

Fig.3




Po B[P IR

ig. 4

F

- o
I..lu.._«..m .C-w.m_. o

r—lrox. v
i

1908 mamay -

-




