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The association between the wharf and the now-demolished gasworks and electricity 
generating works gives the Corporation Wharf a broader group value as a survival of 
a larger industrial complex. The complex of buildings also possesses intrinsic group 
value as a distinctive industrial collection. The potential of the complex may be 
judged in terms of its ability to illustrate the later industrial history of this part of 
Walsall. The transport and power infrastructure that supplied industry was an 
important component of this broader industrial activity. In addition, the complex has 
potential to illustrate the canal history of the Birmingham Canal Navigations. 

The Crown Works is an interesting example of a purpose-built late-19th century 
leather works, which has retained the same industrial function throughout its life. In 
the 1886 Trade Directory the site is listed as the Crown Works under the ownership of 
Jones and Rowley, wholesale gig saddlers. Therefore, as suggested above, the 
workshop may have been in operation a year or so before the construction of the 
gateway and offices. The Town Wharf area has been identified as one of several 
important zones of concentrated leather manufacture in late-19th century Walsall 
(Reynolds 1993). 

The form of the Crown Works is typical of the type of leatherworks constructed in 
this period. These were generally of domestic proportions, and fitted smugly into the 
compact terraced streetscapes, rear yards and courts of the town. There was little 
mechanisation in the industry; therefore, the workshop remained the primary unit of 
production in which skilled craftspeople worked. There was generally a close 
relationship between the domestic space and offices, and the workshop or 'shopping'. 
Provision of a rear yard was common, as this aided the maximisation of natural light 
within the workshop. Buildings placed around the yard were commonly ramshackle, 
serving as stores. The yard was commonly accessed via a discrete gateway off the 
main street that separated the world of work from that outside. The buildings at the 
front of the plot were the most important; this was where money was spent trying to 
present a 'respectable' face to the world. Because of the relatively small-scale of the 
works, it was also common for wholesale rebuilding to occur, as would appear to be 
the case of the Crown Works. 

Structures 8, 15, and 16 represent examples of less significant industrial buildings 
located within the survey area. Structure 8, Deacon and Boardman, Algernon Street, is 
early in date with survival from the mid-19th century in part. However, the state of 
preservation and the level of alteration mean that this structure represents an island of 
survival. Adjacent structures from the same period have been demolished and 
removed, and Structure 8 is only significant as a representative, though heavily 
altered, example of a common mid-19th century industrial building. Structure 15 
represents a complex of buildings presently under the jurisdiction of Albert Jagger 
Ltd, containing isolated earlier survivals, but predominantly associated with the 
development of the early-20th century saddlers at this location. Structure 16 is a 
typical late-19th -century industrial unit associated with the increased industrialisation 
of the Town Wharf area and in-filling of available land plots in this period. 
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