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WALSALL TOWN WHARY - PITASE 2

Archiaeolngy: Desk-top assessment by Peter Fllis

1 introducrtion

1.1 tThe following report outlines the results of a first phase ol proposed
archaeological work forming part of the conditions for planning permission. The
report has been prepared (n February and March 1999 by Birmingham Umiversity
Field Archaeology Unit for Chartwell Land. The study area les on the west of Walsal]
and 1s bounded by Green Lanc and Stafford Street (0 the east, the Walsall canal wharf
and Wolverhampton Strect to the south and Blue Lane West to the north-west (Fig. |
showing the arca in c. 1922).

1.2 A specification for the archacological work, prepared by thlary White,
archacology planming officer JDT West Midlands, envisaged that Stage 1 of a three
stage response would begin with a desk-top asscssment. This would provide the basic
data on which later Stage 1 work would be, in part, bascd.

1.3 In detatl, three aims for the assessment were outlined: 1) to provide a zone
model of the potential survivalidestruction ol archaeological deposits, 11} to
characterise different areas of the site, and i) to undertake an imtial assessment ol the
standing buildings. The following report outlines the methods used and the sources
consulted 1n Section 2, looks at the main results from the assessment in thematic {orm
in Sectionn 3 with an overview 1 Section 4. and then. in Section 5. looks at the
possible degrees ol survival of archaeological deposits. Two appendices are given, the
Lirst lists and bnelly describes the standing buildings, while the second is a

o

transcription of the 1915 Red Book giving house by house names and businesses.

2 Methods

2.1 The site walkover and recording was hmited to the area north of
Wolverhampton Street, the southern arca not being accessible. None ol the butidings
or vards in the northern arca has boen viewed front thelr interior.

2.2 Documentary work was based inttially on the Victoria County History nccoumt
(VCH 1976} and on the SMR enuries for the study area. The work was undertaken at
the Walsall T oeal History Centre, the CUounty Record Office at Stafford and
Birmingham Reference Library,

oy

2.3 Ownership of properties has been briefly reviewed throo 1

onumercial and

[

353 Bobhmson's
76, 1885, 1895,
m.-ed possible to

(Y}

{1839, 1851 Nellv's (1870, 1884, and the Walsall Red Books
1945, 1915, 1925 and 19323), Not until the 1915 Red Book has it
deiimitely link enivies with the study area and to 1ist a complete set of data tor every

oh
residential directories comprising Pearce (1813); Pigor and Cox's (18

(18
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street (Appendix 2) Between 1905 and 1915 the Red Dook began 1o despnate
nrecisely which side of particelar streets. and which sections of them, svere bomg
described, Al aboul ihe same tme afl the streets in the study area were lully defined.
Thus one of the earlier trade books studied. Pigot and Cox’s, only deals with
Wolverhampton Streer, Biue Lane and Green Fane, hsting propertics o Bloe Line
without a distinction between Blue Fane Fast and Blue | ane W
was, of course, not posstble to be sure which propertics lay within the study arca. The
other early directories are organised by busimesses rather (han from deflinite strects,
with the exception of Wolverhamplon Street and Green Lane.

st Vo Groen Lane 1

2.4 Histortes of Walsall by Pearce (1813), Willmore {1887}, and Homeshaw
{1954} have been examined. PhD and MA theses by Reynolds (1993), Hitchon (nd)
and Liddle (1989), held by the Walsall Local History centre have also been looked al.
Research on the canal whar( has comprised the standard industrial archacology
accounts.

2.5 Cartographic evidenee has comprised an analysis of the OS map scquence and
the tithe map of 1840, the King map of 1679 (VU1 1976, 146) and the maps
reproduced by Dean and Laddle (1967) from 1763 (Ear! of Bradford’s). 17735 (Yates'),
1782 (Snapes’). and 824 {Masons”™).

2.6 The photographic collection held by the Walsall Local History Centre, which
is catalogued by street, has been covered for Blue Lane West (4 items), Margaret
Street (1), Shaw Street (5) and in parl {or Wolverhampton Strect (10 items viewed out
of 22), Green Lane (6 out of 32} and Townsend Bank (9 out of 333 The collection by
Lewis and Woods {1987) hus also been exanuned.

2.7 Reports of nearby excavations by Litherland (1996) and Wrathmell and
AMrathmell (1977) have been studied.

2.8 Much of the early post-medicval matenal held at the County Record Office
relating o the Birchills/Town End area has not been catalopued. Source material for
the VCH account apparently comprises a mass ol boxed documents to which access i
restricted  without writlen permission - this has not been sought at this stage
(docaments DUI287/1572 from 1576 and D 1287/8/2 trom 1763), The documents seen
(D260MUT/ /R from 1617) velated to other areas m addition o Fown Fnd and were
not examined in detail, Thore s clearly data here to research the carlier post-medicval
pertod of the study arca in depth, if that is thought worthwhile at a later stage of the
project.

30 A Sl s ke [IRWETRLE
29 A ororechnieal survey was staded {Aspiowal! 19UE)

3 Results of documentary revearch

A The [ollowmy section dealy with themes ansing bom the research wiule
Section 4 provides o chyonologiead overview,

[



3.2 Fownerd and Towaend Ranlk

The study area lies outside the wesiern entrance o the wwn (Fip. 2). Town bnd is
named directly in 1557 and may be the same as the “head ol the town” named 1n 1309
(VCH 1976, 1475 1The comunction of streels at Town End led Gouwld 10 sugpest that
this was an initial tocus {1983, [1is argument was that if this group of tanes and roads
Jed o a west entrance to the town they shoutd have converged instead on the river
crossing further east on Park St and that Town Lind might therefore represent instead
an initial focus, perhaps pre-Conguest. However, this argument scems unnccessarily
complicated given the clear centre of presumably early urban development on Churely
Hill. An analysis of the layout of Park Street provides & more convineing explanation
(Baker 1989). Clearly Town End was the west entrance 10 a planned medieval town
and this would be rellected by the o0ll gate recorded in later pertods at the junction ot
Wolverhampton Street and Green Lane. Town End bank s frequently mentioned in
the documents and may mark some gateway feature, There s still a marked change of
slope al the bottom of Staltord Street. In the late 19th century the bank was marked by
a change of leve! from road to pedestrian walkway pronounced enough to allow a
level entrance from the walkway (o the first floor of the Odd Fellows Inn on fown
End Bank (ibid).

3.3 The park

The position of the west stde of the lown may well have been decided by the location
ot lands belonging (0 Walsall manor. laler marked by its park. The north side of the
park perimeter 15 gencrally agreed to lic along the line marked today by
Wolverhampton Street, with a north-east corner at Town ind and Marsh Street {(Fig.
2 Willmore 1887, 89; VCI{ 19706, 184). The park was tirst mentioned n John's retgn
and was disparked by 1533 (VCH 1976, {84) Late [Zth-century ridge and furrow
beneath the manor house {Wrathmell and Wrathmell 1976, 29) attesls some carher
cullivation before park [ormation. sSomewhere on the north boundary of the park was
a gateway, noted as new in 1452-3 (VCIE 1976, 184) and last mentioned in 1617
(Willmore 1887, §9).

3.4 Late medieval and early post-medieval land use in and near the study area

The area north of the parle was not part of the town’s ficlds. which lay on the north,

gast and south sides of the town (VCH 1976, 1805 However, there wus o common
field m the Birchills area and a feld called synderhulletteld in 1337 may be the
enclosed pasture called Synderhill named on Green Lane m 1565 (ihid. t81)
Wisemore freld, presumably close tr the study area, was noted m 1410711 and there

W N S v 2o N 138 Syn o e oo
wag & meadow thore o 1363 2bid 183 182, Bleewhere in the Barchills area, wood

and wuste woere mentioned an the carty Tth centurs Common swaste vronng of
Birchills was mennoned in the T7th century and was gradualiy redueced by enclosures
thereafier for brick making and cotage -H!l:id'-ng (ihid 1%3% By 1617 the purk hasd
been divided up mito closes leased 1o 20 tenanids. [o that vear Michael Shaw fell money
o chartty trom three closes m Walsall forcign called Shaw's l,caﬁou-cv_ a4 name
indicatrve of pastare. This name continued il cacly this century as the name ot a wack
wiiern it was subsnmed w Shaw Streel

Lad



A Mining and indusiry JFrgs. 2, 3 and 6)

Minimg was underiaken within the parl in the medieval period and the Sinderhill held
name noted above may be an mdication of industrial activity, Leland, i the {6th
contury, described Walsall as swrrounded by coall lime and .1.1()K151t01".€. pis Conl wag
mined in the Birchills arca in the carly [7th century (VCH 1976, 159, 18 A
ltmestone underpround pillar and stall mine voted south of Wolverhampton Street n
1813 may have lain within the study arca (VCIT 1976, 191). 1t was closed by 1838,
Others lay nearby. including one on both sides of Wolverhampton Street which was in
use by 1823 and continucd until at least 1862 when it was adverlised for sale (VU
1676, 191). There were two llmeworks in the street in the middle of the century.
Pearce {1813, 134) notes the presence of Hmestone mines south of Wolverhampton
Strect near the canal cnd supgesting that all these records related o activity in the
study arca. The limestone was used as a flux for ironstone ore. Mining rights were
granted in Shaw’s [.casowes in an 1826 sale (VCH 1976, 191). Baker (1995) records
limestone mining on both sides of Blue Lanc West 1n the 1840s. Brick making was
taking place on Wolverhampton Street by 1768 (VCH 1976, 192). Other industrial
activities comprised leather tanning and horse f{urniture production within the study
area, attested by trade directories in the 19th century. In general this followed on irom
the decline of coal mining but could have 1aken place carlicr within the study arvea.
The limestone quarries in the study arca were infilled and stabilised in 199445
{Aspinwall 1998).

3.6 Suburban development in Birchills

A map of ¢ {775 shows lwo major roules leading from the wes! end ol the town to
Bloxwich and the wesi. These routes, Staltord Steeet, formerly Bloxwich Lane. and
Wolverhampton Street were medieval in origin, Hospital Street, tormerty Deadmans
[L.ane, between Green Lane and Statford Street. existed by 1545 and Birchills Lane,
later Green Lane, bv 1559, Bircholls Street and others to Its west existed in 1763
(VCH 1976, 159). The arrangement of bwildings at Town End on the 1840 fithe map
supoests that the line taken by Shaw Street was also carly.

A butlding lay alongside Birchills Lane (later Green Lane) in 1587, 8 new cottages
were recorded on waste ground at Townend in 1617 (VCH 1976, 160) In 1669 land in
Birchills was leased to an ronmonger. Buildings are shown on both sides of
Wolverhampton Stieet on @ map of 1679 which perhaps also shows Green Lane with
butldings on 1t {VCH 1976, 145). Maps of 1782 and 1824 show buildings on the sowuth
end of Shaw's Leasowe (Fip. 2). The early 19th century saw mﬂd tnos at the west

of Blue Lane. with development at tus Gme o i1s north. An 1805 survey records 300

new encroachments ot Townend ar
T
i

¢ two other subiban areus (VOH 1970 E?‘m}. The

N
]

ard Hatherron and bofhdbing Teases weve cronredd oy

o tlaea PR
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study area belonged in purt to L

T
i ihe

mid-centary. Clearance and rebuildinge of the sindy ovea 100k nl
tollowing the passing ol the Artivans and Labourerms Dwelling Improvement Act of
IR75 (VCH 1976, 2213 Trom the OS map evidence ahmoxt all of the study area
buildings present before recent demolition were present by 1887 The VCOH supgests
that the houses and commercial properties on the north side of Wolverhampion Street
i 1974 were eariy L9th century m date (1976, 101}



3.7 Cheracter of the Birchills area

Numerous indications of the poverty of the arca are given to the VCIT account (1976,
160, 161). This was the poorest parish i Walsall, only ive households keeping a
servant out of 5000 houscholds in the 19th century (A}, Liddle abulates data
sugpesting a deciine in business in Birchills and an incrcase in unskilled workers in
the period 1851 to 1871 (1989, able V/9). The brict analysis of trade directories
undertaken for tns assessment suggests that the Blue Lane area was cspecally
impoverished. After the rebuilding of the 1870s the arca must presumably have
benefited from improved housing, but seems nevertheless to have remained a poor
area. Baker (1993) suggests that the rebuilding ot the [870s saw a change of usc, at
feast in the area of the junction ot Green lLanc and Blue Lane, from domestic to
commercial use, {from ‘houses and eardens’ to “houses and premises”

3.8 The canal

The Birmingham canal was extended to Walsall in 1799 (Tig. 2). Five docks to the
north of its terninal are shown on the tithe map of 1840, The OS5 1887 and later maps
show Corporation Whar{ and Dock Wharl within the study area. These have been
infilled. A further canal extension was mooted in 1802 (Hadlield 1966, 90).

3.9 Streets in the study area
3.9.1  Blue Lanc West

This was present in the early 19th century and was substantially built up by the 18305
(VCH 1976, 160). It was, apparently, named after blue clay cncountered in iis
construction. WLHC photo 282/7 shows the Hamemaker's Arms, the predecessor of
the present public house, being destroved in 1937, Kelly's directory for 1870 Hists the
Hamemaker's Arms, three beer retailers, a cabinct and coftin maker, a butcher, a
shopkeeper, a builder and a pawnbroker. Reynolds lists two leather industy
establishments from the 1870s and 1880s (1993, Appendix 1. The 1915 red book
lists grocers and {ruiterers. a number ot havhiers and carriers, and only a fancy leather
manufacturer and 2 brass caster engaged in industry (Appendix 2). The majority of
properties were residential. The presence of the Hamemakers Arms from 1870
suggests a particular concentration of leather midustry workers o this area, many,
perhaps. on a family seale. Irish workers were particularly noted here in the mid 10th
century {VCH 1976, 145). New buldings appear followme the building of the north
end of Shaw Sireet between 1902 and 1913 (O maps).

392 Green Lane
10
1

[rst noted in the 10th cenbiry thig wae shownt on seccessive maps as Gredn fanc

P82, as Muddie Lance in 1824 and Birchills Taae 10 18440, It was again named Green
Lanc by the time butiding leases were granted between 1849 and 1861 (VCH 1976,
161y WLHC photos 65/7 and 06/7 trom 1873 shows buildines i Town bnd. one



Town Fad 4

s & corn factor, newsapent. coach und saddlers ironmongers i Aibert fapoce

sl vresent todayv), g general polisher, shaler and timer hnrmess 2 d eaddlen works,
grocer, horse collar mekers. the Rising Sun public bouse. f‘odLh and  saddles
ironmonger, chain  manufaciurer, bool  repairer, currier  carl gear  (urnrture
manuiacturer and a brown saddler. n 1870 the south end of Groen Fane held
chain makers and a cart gear manufacturcr as well as shops Revnolds {1993) l!.-'sis
numerous leather industry cstablishments from 1873 in Green Lane. There was a

Ragged School at Townend Bank which was converted to a Primitive Methodist
chapel in 1850 (VCH 1976, 240}, The Salvation Army bnldine. stll standing, is dated
1902, Buildings at the south end of the street were demolished and new buildinps
added between 1902 and 1915 {OS maps).

-~

3.93  Algemon Street

l.aid out in the 1870s, the strect replicated an carlier tram line (Figs 2 and 3: VCH
1976, 161). This led north-castward from the canal from one of the western wharfs
according 1o a map of 1824 (Dean and l.iddle 1967). It may have becn hc trmn\-va\,-'
joining the canal with quarries in Rushall butlt in 1823 (VC1E 1976, 168). The street
was originaily named [ld Street after the builder and occupier of one o[ the first
houses on the street. Later (by 1887) it was named after Algernon Hatherton a Walsall
notable. In the 1915 Red Book, Jones and Rowley gig saddlers are noted in the
surviving Crown works and a wheelwright on the south side, with a horse collar
manufacturer, a file manufacrurcr, an amusements caterer (at the Gondola Works) and
a dressmaker on the north side together with four dwellings (Appendix 2), No earlier
trade listings have becen located. The Crown works, dated 1887, are not showe on the
0OS map of the samc date. Buildings were added on the north side of the street at it
west end between 1902 and 1915,

3.9.4  Margarct Strcet

Built in the early 1870s. A WLHC photograph (7289/V) shows [ M. Maloney's
grocer’s shop ¢ 1910, The 1915 Red Book lisis a procer {Maloney's}, a fancy leather
worker, a chain and spring hook manulacturer, a coal merchant and a chain burnisher
(Appendix 2). No carlier trade listings have been located. A Primitive Methodist
chapel was built by 1876, worshippers having moved {rom Townend Bank A Sunday
school was added 1n 1877 (VCI1 1976, 246),

3.95 Shaw Strect

The southern end was laid oui w the (8705 and was then extended north westward
alomg the hme of the poth named Shuw’s Leasowe i the ety 200 century (VL i}
1976 1613 As noted
FOI7 A Imcstong mue was bresent i the 1911 eentirs Walenll ]
holds an arr photo (3079473 1

above i was namedd afier the Kekasl Shas

i AT [ .
oo POS0 Kelly s directon notes

Al

jry
D
g o
-

o

e

pofisher in 1870 and & pawnbroker in 1884 ot Shaw’s Leasowe. In 191 t
pron foundry, two general horse pear manufacturers, o sign writer, & wholesale
clothiers and a coacli and motor south (Appendiy 2y A curtousty ahigned terrace at the
north end ol Shaw’s Leasowe was demobshed  berween 1902 and 1905 1o

6



accommodale the new road (OGS 1887 ana 1907 3 The O8 1887 man shows an

Boite el dy o gL U T U SR T PO R TN L S T N P S R
old air shaft on the south side of the road north of s runction with Algernon Stroct

vut on Lthe opposiie side.
396 Wolverhampton Strect

I'tus was named as ithe road 1o Bentley in 1323, 1t was turnpiked i 1748 (VO 1976,
tony. As noted above limestone mines lay nearby. The corporation gasworks to its
south were built between 1840 and 1876, WLHC hold an awr photo ¢ 1930 (94/2). The
1885 Red Book lists the following: lamp and hardware manufacturer, the Dun Cow
public house, pawnbroker, the Barrell public house, shoemaker, Brownhills Coal
whard, coal merchants, grocers. bulcher, coal merchant. Flitch ot Bacon public house,
blacksmith, Elephant and Castle public house, coal merchant. beer retatler, shop
keeper and iron merchants, with three private dwellings. In 1915 the south side held.
from east (o west, a furniture dealer, the Dun Cow public house, a garage, a fruiterers,
a pawnbroker, the Barrell [nn, a lock manufacturers. a confectioners, a fish frver, a
hairdresser, a coal merchant, a dress maker, a cvcle accessories manufacturer, the
Magnet Works, a coal and salt manufacturers, Showceils brewery, four coal merchants,
the Flitch of Bacon public house, a grocers and the corporation clectricity works, The
north side, from west to cast, held a painter, a stables, the Engine Inn, the Coop, the
White 1lorse, a laundry, & chain manufacturer, a vet, an orsan builder, the Albion Inn,
a washing machine manufacturer, a buckle maker, a dealer. an agricultural company, a
wardrobe dealer, a fish frier, and two leather manufacturers { Appendix 2). There were
more private dwellings on the north than the south side. A Spuwritualist church was
present carlier this century (VCH 1976, 249, Buildings at the east end were added to

what was open space 11 1887 by 1903 and 1917 (08 maps).
310 Characterisation of the area

Detailed work on the study area would be able to detect chronological changes and
add data to assess soctal and demographic patierns. Only a broad brush view can be
take at this stage,

The earlier post-medieval period i the study area can perhaps be mferred (Fip. 2).
The Jater maps suggest some development al the entrance to the town and along
Wolverhampton Street and Green Lane. Beyond there may have been open areas {or
colleeting and sorting stock on market days, and this open arca may then have been
partly explotted for limestone. 1t is of interest to note that Biretulls Street. present by
1763, predates Shaw Street. 8 may have been the case that o public footpath, Shaw’s
Leasowe, led across open fund, perhaps mined in part, trom Hie town entrance 10
Rirchille Street and that land for dwellines was jcased ondy on the iatec in other
words extramural developrent muy have mken nlace onlv on the further wdo of the

stady arca tron the wown,

By the carty [9th century there were dwellings on Wolverhampton Sireet ind Creen
Lane and some evidence that the south-cast end of Shaw s Leasowe was marked by
buildings. The construction of the canal wharves would have led to dealers and

tansport particuiarly in ceal, with public houses also present on the south side of

-



Woltverhamnton Streel, Development seems [0 have b

nraped from the 18304 Green

Lane may well have had a distingt Teather and horee furniure business charaetor,
Mining may have been present in the remainder of the study area with seme housing
on Blue Tane where there may also have been small scale leather worlking businesges,

The ownerstup of (he study area by Lord Hatherion may have restiicled development.

‘the later 19th century, alter the 1870s rebuilding, cani be more clearly characterised
(Fig. 3). Businesses, many of them based on a dwelling, seem to outnumber dwellings
per se. Coal merchants and public houses predominate oun the south side of
Wolverhampton Streel, larger businesses dealing with leather, ironwork and horse and
cart gear, were also present on Wolverhamplon Street and clsewhere in the study area.
The number of pubs {(erght in 1915} and pawnbrokers provides social colour. Shops
were concentrated toward Town End. The great majority of businesses were also
dwellings, with only & small number of the larper businesses having their proprietors
listed as resident elsewhere. The area can be typified as a poor late Victorian suburb
with diverse businesses [ocused around the leather and horse gear industry.

4 Overview

In the medieval period, the southern part of the study area lav within the medieval
park (Fig. 2). The northern part was open land on the west outskirts ol the medieval
town. The area may have been wooded and partly cultivaled and may have seen
mimng from the late Middle Ages. A parficular cluster of housing at the junction of
Wolverhamplon Street, Shaw Street and Creer: Lane marked early post-medieval
suburban development. Later development may have started north of the study area
which appears nol 1o have been built over unnl the 19th century. A clearance and
rebuilding took place in the 1870s and it would seem unlikely that any buildings prior
to the 1870s survived, excepl on the north side of Waolverhampton Street . Services
assoctated with the canal. built in 1799, would have dominated the area south of that
streel.

The archacology of the arca will be dominated by foundations of butldings dating to
the 1870s. There may be some swrvival of carlicr structures, particularly to the cast.
There may not have been extenstve cellaring beneath poorer properties although
cellars were located in the geotechmea) survey (Appendix 3). 11 keather working was
taking place i the [8th and carly 19th contary, as it wis lauter, then 1t mayv have
involved tanning pits dug to the rear of propertics, both private and eommercial,
Limestone minc adirs and surfhce features may still be present The docks off the main
canal terminal have been recently infilled, bur may still contain abundoned canal boats

s O T T S e L TS res e e T P e PO SR
or machinery The tram link o the dodks may also survive an places. Geotechneal
survey indicatos exionave deen workinos whioh arg Dhebs bl tie

\ L .
R R
L oD LETIE Dlislories o

Survivine buliding

Fioo 3y should be recorded 5 )
as possible. In the study area one of the feather working esmablishments s snll
tunctioning and 1t would be worth recording the modeny work prachices as well as the
building. The scrap metal and car hreaking vards on Algernon Strect can alse be seen
as w foose survival ol activitios associated with the manutacture of coach turnitwre
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5 Survival of archacologieal deposite (Fip 43

5.1 The angle formed by Algernon Street. Blue Lane West and Green Lane may
have been least damaged by clearance ihig. 4. A1) 5o {ar as can be seen the current
husiness working there has spread into partly cleaved arcas. Survival of | 9th-century
building footings is Likely. The geotechnical survey in this arca (Appendix 3) Tocated a
cellar (TP5) and 1wo deep pits, one poszibly the fill of a coal mine (F'TP19 and 20),
Survival of archacological deposits within Arca A2 to the northeast of Green Fane s
likely to be similar to that n Area Al

5.2 Between Algermon Street and Margarel Street, the ground drops slightly (Fie.
4: B). Clearance seems to have been to a concrete yard level., The ground here is
lumpy and has been dumped on. Survival ol 19th-century building footings on the
Green Lane [rontage is Dikely. Geotechnical survey (Appendix 3) located cellurs
{TP8). and 1.6-2.7m deep deposits (ETPO6, 7 and 8).

5.3 From Margaret Street to Town FHad remains a functioning arca with standing
buildings (Fig. 4: ). Some car park clcarance has taken place but may not have
involved extensive below-ground damage. Neo geotechnical survey was undertaken
here.

5.4 ‘T'o the north cast of Shaw Street excluding the above (Fig. 4: D). At D1 there
may wcll have been extensive levelling to accommodate 19th or 20th-century
buildings or, more hikely. open vards, attested by a considerable drop of 2m in ground
level from Algernon Street, On the Blue Lane West frontage at D2 there has been
some landscaping, possibly destructive, Geotechnical survey (Appendix 3) located
possible limestone pits (ETP9, 11 and TP10) with deposits above natural clsewhere
varying from 0.5m on the Blue Lanc frontage to 1.2m.

5.5 Between Wolverhampton Street and Shaw Street 18 now devoted larpely o car
parking (Fig. 4: E). There are lower level car parks to the east and in a central area at
El and E2. The ground drops [rom the main car park by 1.5m down to
Wolverhampion Sireet. This may rellect the lormer topography, with a change in
pround level to the rear ol Wolverhampton Street properties, or it may represent
levelling and inlilling. v1 which case buried levels will survive. The Coop supermarket
occupies the western area, The public house on the corner of Blue Lane West and
Shaw Street stands on the site of one or more public houses since 1870, Geolechnical
survey (Appendix 3 comprised a single horchole (BH20RY, nresumably sited on
mestone minge,

56 South of Waolverhampion Stresr ace

reprosents abandoned vards and stores CAres FEY anth some modemn housing, o
infilled docks are present. There appears to huve been no modern disturvance here
The site of the Victorian pasworks. noted in the briet as of particular mterest, ey
outside the study area. Geotechnieal work here (Appendix 37 located dock infilling

——

(T102), cellars (ETP26, TP10), and deposits between 1 2 and 2.3 over nutural,

9



B Provisions! Recommendations

6.1 The following recommendations are intended as an outling for discussion
concerning the detailed specibeation ol work required n order 1o complete the
archaeological evaluation of the developmert area. This discussion sliould be between
the chents, the relevani archaeological curators and BULTALL The recomimendations
provided are subject 10 the resolution of a number of outstanding 1ssues, 10 be
resolved before further work takes place, The limiting [aciors congist of®

- completion of the contamination survey of the development arca.

- inspection of final design plans for the new development.

- resolution of site access.

- adequate provision for service location prior (o any excavation.

- preparation of a risk-assessment for further work.

- agreement on specifications for back-filling and safety tencing ol trenching.

02 Trial Trenching

The original tender specilication proposed a maximum % sample of the development
area, equivalent to ten 30m by 2m renches (or a combination ol differenl sized
renches equal to 600 square metres). Based upon this sample and with reference to
the results of the desk-lop assessment it 15 proposed that trenching be carried ouwl
within the appropriate areas of archaeological interest delineated on Iig. 4, on the
following basis:

Arca Al cvaluation trenching cquivalent to 120 square metres.
Area AZ evaluation trenching equivalent to 60 square metres.
Arca B cvaluatton trenching equivalent to 60 square metres.
Arca (C evaluation trenching equivalent to 100 square metres.
Arca D1 evaluation trenching equivalent to 20 square metres.
Arca D2 evaluation trenching equivalent to 20 squarc metres.
Area Bl evaluation trenching equivalent to 30 square metres.
Arca 132 cvaluation trenching cquivalent to 30 square metres.
Area E3 evaluation trenching equivalent to 60 square metres.
Area Fl evaluation trenching equivalent to 40 square melres.
Area F2 evaluaton trenching eguivalent 1o 60 square metres,

0.2 Standing Buildings

An agsessment based upon intemal and exiort mspeciion. and pholographic and

A

.
i
wrillen recording, of the slandime abdines warhin the developmeont arcn will il

i L

he atmy wall bo oo hishliohr thoe,

pluce 1 fandern with the riad Trenching,

he studicd momore det! ag part of the mitipation works,

ot special inferest 1o
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Appendix §: Staading buihimes (Fig, &)
1y Walsali Crane lire Lid, Dlue Lane Wesl, SMR 6655

Fowr houscs front Gireen Lane qust south of s junction with Blue Lane West, the
northernmost is numbered no. 54, These lie behind advertising hoardings and nothing
can be said beyond that they are two storey buildings ol brick with slate roofs. To the
rear of no. 54, and end o 1o 11, is a workshop of brick wath a shallow pitched slate
root. Its north side has six windows on s upper fHoor with brick arches above and a
first {loor entrance doorway. A second unrooled workshop Ires adjacent to il. 1o the
south. To the south-west are the remaming walls of a building with three-course-deep
brick arches over a succession of entrances, presumably open sheds.

The buildings on Green Lane are shown on the 1887 OS map. the rcar workshop was
added by 1902. In 1884, Louisa Benton, second hand ¢lothes, was at no. 33 and John
Wilkinson, buckle manufacturer and cart gear manufacturer at no. 54. In 1905 and
again h 1915, J. Gnosill and Sons, cart gear fumiture munuiacturer, were al no. 52
and J. Cotterell, brown saddler. at no. 54, By 1915 Gnosill’s was at nos. 50-52.

2%y Salts Steptoe, Margaret Street

A workshop building lies end on to the weslern arm ol Margarel Street and comprises
a long two storey brick building. Trom examination of its north side, the cast end has
been recently rebuilt and has corrugated sheet roofing and concrete window hntels. [ts
east end incorporates the gable wall of an earlier single storey structure, The west end
has brick arches over first floor windows and wooden beams above ground floor
openings and a slate roof,

The building s shown probably on the 1887 OOS map and detinitely on the 1902 OS
map.

3) Skycerest Lid, Blue Lane Wesi

Two 20th-century brick buildings set back from the road. They may incorporate
eariier butldings to their rear.

4y Hamemaker’s Arms, Blue Lane West

A brick bnlding of the 19305, A pubhic hovse 13 shown on the 1887 OS map. [n 1870
A brick building of the 193050 A publie house 15 shown on the 1887 OS map. In 1870
Willian Molvpeux was the fandiord, m 1883 and 1886 Loos Perring. and n 19135, f
Astlee . A huilding on the site was demohishcd i thie T930s (Secton 391 above )
S1No L Alecrnon Street

Moo 1 oon the south side toward U Oreen Lane end 15 stuceo covered. bywve storey

buttding with two windows in tirst Hoor, two on ground floor tlanking doonway.
Abuts the Crown Works and 15 boarded up.



63 Crown Works, Algemon

(i the steeet frontage, the building has a date plague of 1887 over an arched entrance.
To the east of the entrance 1s a two storey brick-tnnlt block, ser on offset base courses
ot blue Staffordshire bricks. A decorative course of blue hrick occurs at the level of
the ground floor window lintels and the upper windows have brick arches marked by
biue bricks. There are 12 upper windows and 11 lower windows, all with brick arches,
with a brick blocked doorway at ground fioor Tevel beside the arched entranceway.,
The brickwork is of stretchers with a sinele decorative course of headers and
stretchers. The wooden windows may be original and have thetr main lower part fived
and an upper section opening with hinges above.

The main block to the west has a doorway and two windows west of the arched
cntrance and three windows on the first floor. Tt is set on offset courses of blue brick.
The ground floor windows have stone sills and brick arches decorated with lines of
indentations, the upper windows have simple brick arches. A fricze of bricks with
lcaf-shaped dceorations runs along the level of the upper window sills which are also
of stone, The brickwork is of stretchers with a header and stretcher course cvery
seventh coursc.

Shown on 1902 OS map but not in 1887, Jones and Rowleyv, wholesale gige saddlers
were 1n the premises in 1901 and 1915, when they were noled as non-resident.

7y Quest Co. 21 Algemon Street, SMR 10814

A brick building with slate roof. The front has stretcher courses relicved by a header
and stretcher course every fitih course. The ground and first floors have woaoden sash
windows. The ground {loor windows and door lie below moulded plaster Tntels with
decoralive motifs al their ends. A brick wall (o the west ol the building 1s the same
build as the cottage. This supports a clapboard wooden upper wall and this may be a
19th-century attached workshop.

‘the plan of the bwlding and of the building to s west 15 present on the 1902 map.
The cottage may he that shown iy 1887 In 1915, €. Clamp. wheelwright and general
smith, was occupying the premises.

8) Deacon and Boardman, Alpernon Strect
Apparently 20ih-century brick building but may incorporate carhior Bwlkdings. The

ground plan s shown on the 1938 OS map. 'he arca s shown blunk i 1902 and with

buildings to the rear in 1887, The promses may bave been tbose occupled m 1913 by

W Loveday. horse cotlar manafacturer and mere
Y No IR, Show Streer, SMR 10814
A stucco-covered building with two bay windows at ground Hoor level either side of

the doorway. The door has a round-headed arch above with a window hght. the arch
being decorated with a simple moudding. The three first floor rectangular windows e



bencath mouidings and there 15 olahorate decoranion balow the caves, No, 18 s

prescnt on the 1907 0% man
103 Nos, 26-28, Shaw Strect. SMR 10814

A brick building of bwo storeys with a corrugaled sheet rooll the brickwork of
stretchers. The first tloor windows lie beneath brick relieving archeg and there are two
elaborate brick courses set out from the wall betow beneath the eaves. The buildings
are shown on the 1887 OS map. In 1915, C. Careless, signwriter was at no. 26 and D,
Bird and Co. at no. 28, By 1925 Bird’s had expanded to no. 3 Shaw Street as well. no.
26 was occupled by 1. Pedley and R. Lavender with I, Nolan at no, 28,

11} Shaw Street, south side

A boundary wall and doorway of brick survive, The doorway i1s a 20th-century
structure of brick, with pilasters and pediment marking the door itself, and with
decorative effects in brick above.

12) Coop slonemasons, Wolverhampton Street

A block of buildings hidden behind hoardings with sheds on either side of an entrance
to 1ls east 1s all of brick, with blue brick decorative courses. The strect frontage block
s present on the 1887 map, the buildings to the rear by 1902, There were no Coop
preniises on the south side of Wolverhampton Street in 1915,

13} Nos. 123-5 Wolverhampton Strect, Willenhall Press Die Casting, Shaw Strect,
SMR 10812

Sophisticated 1950s design noted 1n SMR record. The shops on Wolverhampton
Street have large iron-framed first floor windows and black face tithng, the workshop
on Shaw Strect has inventive window grilles. In 1885, Thomas Franks, iron
merchants, was at 123 Wolverhampton Strect. In 1915, no. 124 was occupied by €,
Walters and no. 125 by A, Jefferson, wardrobe dealer.

14) Nos. 126-8. Wolverhampton Strect, SMR 10811

Three storey brick building with tile rootf, the brickworle of alternatmg header and
stretcher courses. The windows are picked out with decorative stone dressinges. the
upper windows with simple chamfered stone lintels, the lower, first floor, windows
with more elaborate hoods. The upper lmtels coimcide with decorative stone work

beneath the eaves. To the reur the ground [Joor doors and wmdows are marked by blue
- \ S

brick courses, The S3VR woooards that there o orioina! ooy v T e

ﬂl'it)l‘\ ;-1!]{'3! That the rear glnzino natters are imtaet

The butlding is shown on US maps from 1887 In 1892 Joseph Edwards, boot
repairer, was at no. 127 and Robert Hodge hairdresser at no. 1280 In 1903, Pediey and
Co., general saddlers, and John More and Co.. saddlery and harmess works. were at no.
127 when the premises were the Crown Works. In 1913, no. 126 was occupled by B
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Watkiss, fish [riers. with Pedley™s at nos 12778, Pediey”

@owere O present in 10235

out by 1935 126~-8 was resideniial and ocoynied by 4 ey

Mawby i no. 127 and W. Davies in no. 128,
15y Albert dagper. Green Lane, SMIU Q8T

The Green lanc front has been altered and has. in part, a modern facade. To the rear
arc brick workshop buildings. One is similar to building survey no. 2 (above), but has
replacement wooden windows. The building layoul here 15 shown unchanged from the
1887 OS map, with the exception of new buildings on the Green Lane fromage
appearing on the 1938 map. Albert Jagger, coach and saddler ironmonger, was at the
premises in 1905 and has been there since. Occupants of premises to the rear tn 1915
are listed 1n Appendix 2.

Appendix 2: Residents and businesses, 1915

Data from the Walsall Red Book for 1915 (non-res = non residentiall
Blue lLane West

{cast to west)

41 F. Powell. brass and nickel caster

42 [ Elwell

43 K. Smith, grocer

44 A Thomas, whip thong and tancy leather goods
45 A. Bradbury

48 H. Asbury, frutterer

49 A Askins

50 T. Westley

5111 Webster

52 S. Iellowes

33 1. Mason

54 A Clark

Mount Zion chapel

70 F. FEvans

71 Mrs Hughes, wardrobe dealer

72 Miss Holvhead, grocer deaper and hool dealer
74 5. Binns, draper

77 Mrs S Hudd, ching and carthenware deaier
T8 I Hood, carvier

8340, Clark procer

83 1 Astley, Hamemukers Avmy

48 C. Hall, hnulier

._.
A



Marsarer Stregs
{south side)

35 1. Malongy, grocer
(north yide)

I Clarke. fancy leather worker

P. Bull and Son, chain and spring hook manufacturer (non-res)
16 ). Lee, coal merchant and haulier

24 W.and W. Wyane, chain burnisher mamnfacturers

28 and 30 J. Parker,

32 1. Poxton

Algernon Street
(south side})

Joncs and Rowleys, gig makers

9 J. Harris

11T, Tyter

21 C. Clamp, wheclwright and general smith

(north side)

W. Loveday, horse collar manufacturer and merchant

14 1, Birch

14 {back ofy F'. Malpus, file manufacturer

P. Colhns, Gondola Works, amusement caterer (non-res)
16 W. Worrall

|8 Miss Smith, dressmaker

(Frecn fane
{south to north)

2 1 Jennmimgs, vrocer and corn factor
4 AL Roberts, bool repairer
5-8 AL Jageer coach and saddlere trommongey
Sulvation Army
Y (hack o) F. Toon, barreller
8 (back of) &, (Clarke, harness maker

G, Power and Sons, mperial works, curriers, bridle cutters and manutacturers
of brace, belt, girth and roller webs, make up gicths, braces. belts, body rollers, saddle
cioths, knee caps. horse scrapers. Newmarket serge and linen bandages . waterproot

L6



carrage aprons, hovse clothing of every desenplion

8 (back oDBatter and Hadley, mo and carmaoe hame manofacturers (non resd
(1. Tavlor cyele maker

20 S. Shingler, gencral dealer

21 W, Wilcox, manine siore dealer

221 Wilson

25 €. Bould, grocer and general dealer

27 ). Walmsley

29 Mrs M. Rolslon, newsageni and lobacconist

30 D. Noakes, Rising Sun

32 D. Griffiths, fishmonger and poultry dealer

33 R. Thacker, wholesale saddlcrs ironmongers and harness maker

38 P. Hewlett, wood turner

41 E. Steventon, cvcle maker

45 H. Beebee, currier and Icather dresser

50-52 J. Gnosill and Son, hame chain and cart gear manufacturers

34 J. Cotterell, brown saddior and bridie cutter

55 H. Whitehouse and Co., Reltable Works, saddlers ironmongcrs

57 D. Gniffiths - as 32

Shaw Street
(north side, cast to west)

GPO stores

J. Anderson, malleable 1iron [ounders

S. Glover

20 S, Venables and Son, spring hook, chain burmisher, cart gear, horse scraper, mane
drag and comb manufacturer {non rcs)

J. Griffiths

24 E. Smith

25 D. Bird and Co., Central Works. harness furntiure and hame manuiacturers. casters
to the trade in brass, nickel and German silver

b D'reece

Holland and Co.. wholesale clothiers (non-res)

20 €. Careless, sign wriler

28 I Bird

{south side)
Wolreland, coack and motor s
PoColling

Woalsall and Dhstrier Coor hakery

17



Waolverbanywon Sticel

{south side, cast to west)

1) Shaw, wholesale dedler in window glass,
2and 3 €. Gartield, Dun Cow

Walsall garage

3 E. Wilkes. frurerer and greengrocer

16 AL TFranks, pawnbroker
11 H. Toon, Barrell Tnn

lead ol and wall

11 (back of) I ladicy and Miils, tock manufacturer
12 W, Stanton, confectioner and newsagent

13 C. Barret, fish frier
14 A, Hodge, hairdresscr

Tiid
v

per hanginps

1. and §. Franks, iron coke, breeze and coal merchants and general dealers
18 Misses H, and A. Hargrove, dressmakers

19 8. Wood

21 Wineberg and Co.. manufacturers of cvele accessories
21 (back of) H. Richardson, Magnel Works

22 1 Wells
23 G Naylor

24 G. Boot and Scong, Old Wharl, coal and salt merchants

26 Showells Browery

26 G, Warner, coal merchants

39 1. Jeberns and Co ., ceal, ime and bulders merchants

43 . Bradbury, general dealer
55 (hack of) A. Allman, coal dealer

56 W, Lancaster, coal merchant and haulier

57 E. Lloyd. the Flitch of Bacon

59 W, Milner, fruiterer

Walsall town weirghing machine office

63 5. Hawthorne, grocer
66 G. Clark

Walsall Corporation Electricity works

(north side weast (o east)

80 G Stevenson, pairter and paper hanger

{baclk of} T flall_ stables
S1 AL Saunders, bngine Inn
Walzall and District Coop

87 &

Hodolasy

90 T Perry

a01/2 G. Brown

914 ), Round

Ut H. Vaughan

92 B, Perry, Winte Horse

94 Boro Hand L aundry Record othee
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97 W, Cooper, manufacturer of curb, pole, vack and pillar chaing
H. Rickworth. veterimary sproear and shoeino eonth

103 E. Holt. organ builder and runer

104 S, Jennings

105 ), Cartledge

106 A, Turner

107 R. Cooper

108 R. Bates

109 Mrs A, Thomas, Albion Inn

111/112 F. Cocks, washing machine maker

J. Bailey and Co. Ltd., Crown Mills, bag frame and buckle makers
113 H. Moore

114 E. Kelly

115 Mrs E. Boot, general dealer

Perkins Agricultural Co

116 W, Summerlayes

117 E. Bridge

124 C. Walters

125 A, Jefferson, wardrobe dealer

126 E. Watkiss, fish friers

127/8 Pedley’s, wholesale manufacturers of harness saddlery, waterproof goods, curry
combs

129-35 1. Morc and Co., bag, trunk, harness and {ancy leather goods manufacturer

Appendix 3: Geotechnical data (Fig. 6)

The following data are taken from Aspinwall 1998; the test sites are located on Figure
6. Made ground is described in detail for each site but is generally “loose black and
brown ashy sand and gravel with brick, pottery, timber, and hottles” (Aspinwall 1998,
1}, it also contained concrele and plastic in places. The presence of leather was also
remarked.

Test pit no depth of comment
made ground

"TPOS 2.im

L'IPO7 1.6

LTPOS 2.7 concrete 5t 1.9
FTPOO 3+ Ihmestone mine
mreny 3.6 o
e .5

LTPIG 30+ Ceonl mine
FTpR 24

FP26 1.2 collar

Tl P9 mlastic

TT02 17 infilled dock
1Ps 1.92 cellar



7 .7

P8 [ ciilyr

TP9 P2 concreto

TP 31 Plimestone mine
rio 1.2 cellar

iPi7 1.8

P19 1.2

TP20 2.3

BH20B 4.3 limestone ming
RI27 1.9

BIIZ28R .5 water level
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