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Larind Arvouad Meeebreoolsough Fagine Hoose, Wirksworth

A Sumimas

A desk-based assessinent, commissioned by aslam [Homes, was carried out ahead of
proposed developntent of the land surrounding Merebrooksough fingine House,
Wirkswortly, lerbyshire. The assessmeot examined the available documentary,
carfographiv sond photographic evidence which led to the identification of discrete zones
of potential surviving archacological remains. The activity on the site itself was
particelarly characterised by lead mining activity in the 18th and 1%th centuries. A
series of recosuuendations is propoesed, based on the findings of this assessent.

2.0 Introduciion

Any proposed residential development ot land surrounding Merebrooksough Engine House
(hercafior the Survey Area) may resuit in the disturbance of buned archaeological remains.
An asscssment of the above and below ground archaeology was therefore required by the
£

Departmenr of Plaoming and Hoviconment, Derbyshire County Counctl to permit the

forrmoudaton of appropnare mitigation srasegios {or the archacologieal resource.

The following report deseribes the resulis of a first e ol archacolopical assessment of land
surroundine Merebrooksoueh Bagie House (NGR SK 2284 54573, based upon a scarch of

documentary and cartooraphic sources, published and unpubtished wntten records and a

watkover survey of the Survey Area. Sources of information are referenced in Appendix 1,
The report was produced by Birniingham University Field Archaeology Hoat on behalf of
Hastam Homes, following a brief prepared by v Andrew Myers, Derbyshive Sites and
Monuments Records OGffcer. Derbyshire County Council. the briet for this work is
)

reproduced a3 Apponidix The putdelines set down in the Standard and Guidance for

Archaechical Desk-based Assessments {[nsurate of Field Archacolopgists 1994 were

followed

A ceneral introduetion will Tiest place the Survev Ares s contoxt. 1t is followed by a

constdersiion o the e Doesenit characier. whach will ingorporate the resuits of a walkover
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380 Lovaiion ol Survey Aren (Fipures T & 2)

The Survey Ares is o parcel of land lo the north of Wirksworth and cncompagses an area of
land bounded o the east by o disused mineral railtway track and in the south by a pond and

Ghe Tanny b

o Flaving feld, o the west, LThomtree and Loclesbowne cottages border the
1 hrooksough Engine House 18 m the centre of the overall Survey
Area, but st a plot of land under different cwnership and subject 10 separate planning
perisaion.

provosed develsmnent. Ve

4.0 Geology wed Topogranhy

The majority ot the region 15 located on Carbonilerous Limestone, the earliest formation of
which s the THoptonwood limestones, beneath the Lower Matlock Lava formation. The
youngest limestone formation 15 the Cawdor Group, which s overlain by the shales of the
Namurian Millstone Gt formation, which, in turn, s capped by Ashover Grit and
Chatsworth Grit (Oakman 1980, 2532; Smith ¢t al. 1967.8-9). The region also contains a
number of faults, which has fent itself to the mining industry over scveral centuries. These
converge under Wirksworth and create a shatter belt, providing many suitable mining
outcrops. The most relevant to the Survey Area is the Gulf Fault, along with the Rantor Vein
and the Cang Vo ( Smiuth et al, 1967, 45).

The Survey Area s located on the lowest slopes of the southern side of Black Rock, at
hetween [50m and 160m A O.D. It is generally a grassy. undulating, area with some zones of
overgrown vepetstion and modern waste dumping, The two. dilapidated buildings ol the
Frngime House domnate the central arca and there are three capped mining shafts evident.

5.0 The Servey Arvenin a Historical Context

The earhiest recorded sites i the Wirksworth region relate to chance finds of Roman pottery
(SMR 13551y and an Augustan Roman coin hoard (SMR 15553), but these may only
represent transitory Roman acuvity in the area. There 18 the possibility that the Roman lead-
mining district recorded as Lwwdarum on lead ingot inseriptions and in the Ravenna
Cosmograp/ny was i the vicinity. but this remains onconfirnied (SMR 13580). [t would seem
hkelv that thor were Romon lead mines in this region, the remains of which have been
destroyed in ater e workings ot covered over by waste heaps {(Hart 1981, 1006).

The evidence of sub-Roman and carly Anglo-Saxon settlement s non-¢xistent and the next
record of Wirkswonth was o document dated to A D 835, which outhines the granting of

o

land by the Abbess of Replen 1o a Mercian nebleman, Humbert, in return for an annual
|

I R TR TS T B B o I S T I T T o Y e o I s T e N S T B (K45 . L I Y
R I R e e R N T O T -~ A T B R O e B e e N A R BN S R A B T N

ShAR TAAAS
tme. A oediin i

e ndieares that there was some Tead minmyg aking place 10 vhe revion al this
Chorch, Wirksworthe in 1820,

with 2 fraoment of & 10th-

4 uneavered i fvont of the alar m SCMary™s

RS TECURIORS Y N

ol "
S |i.' l.i.". "\'f'.L,'].L..'\'

] vty found o

Cenury N vows UWNRCTEANE This dates the onging of the church. and possibly the
settlement o e s peniod sdfhoughs arehiptecturally 1t s much later (ihidl).



The Danes works {plumbariae) ot Wirksworth,
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vetorpe

i 4 toyal manor worts 70 shidlings o the time of
King Ddwead foad 7 sledfiees 10 1086 { V.CH. (Th, 316 & 349). There are no exaci locallons
for these Medieval lead mioes and of 1z plavsibie that they have been obscured by later
worikings,

he lead aaog contiaued throughout the Medieval and Dudor period and into this century,
althougty i hod penked oo the 19th ceptury (V.CHL D), 32449, Khierman 1989). Meanwhile,
Wirlesworth developed as o muarket tows, alter it was granted the right to a yearly fair in 1307
(ibid., 3463 with the Tead trade an influential factor in tls development. The town and the
surrounding viliages also developed as centres ol mining communttics. The market place
isell can stll clearly be seen on the First and Second Edition Ordnance Survey maps of the
towil.

The stabtlity of the mine shalts was comprimised, throughout the Medicval period | by the
presence of water, and by the | 7th century this had caused many mines to stop or slow down.
Engines were designed to alleviate the problem, but by the end of the century the
construction of suuehs had become the principal method of draiming water from the mines, A
sough was " wdit or funnel driven specifically to drain a mine” (Kiernan 1989, x). In 1665
the Wirksworlh barmote decreed thal if the owners did not take reasonable action to drain
thetr munes. when they stoml unworked. then other parties could undertake this action and
take possession of the mines, subjeet to their approval (V.C.IL (1), 341). This, along with the
development of an improved punpowder blasting method (Ricuwerts 1980, 239-60),
prompted a growth in the construction of these soughs, with Cromtord sough, noted as the
first major souch of this period, [inished in 1688 (ibid., 342} The Survey Area contains the
Engine Houwae tor the Merebrooksough, which was one ol the many drainage channels
constructed in the lute-17th and 18th centluries.

The lead muniny industey dechned i the mid- W late-19th century when the mines hecame
o deep o prolitably exploit and the ore became of increasingly low qualily, while massive
tead munes abroad were able W produce and ship lead at & lower price (V.C.H. (I}, 347). This
18 reflected n the censes returns for numbers emploved m the lead mines, with 2,333
emploved m 8O declming 1o 285 in 1901 (ibid.. 348). The majority ol the lead miners
moved nto employment (n the coul industry i Stattordshire or more local limestonc
quanries, which contimued to he the main source of local employment until the second half of
this century.

6.0 A Detadiod Assessurent of the Survey Area

[RE o B T P T IS TOR A 1 P F PR AU 5 | SO,
cotl beodisttesoed and ovaluated under the Tollowing sub-headings: Present
Ll wd s Archaeel Profiler Below-Ground Informaton: Standing

vesend Charoerer eormories the resalis of ooanlkovor aurvey and mehides o deseviption
of e modorn coviranwent Phe Historieal and Archaeslogicn! Profile outlines fustorical
deveisproen st proviies detals of any previous archasologieal work. Below-Ground
Infusmiiiea Cosors mtorndion from a site mspection and anticipated ground disturbance.
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o Arehinesd Poftentint svinmar

5 the notential of the Swrvey Arca for lurlher
archncoloeicat Sold oviduation i the Light of evidence gleancd by archacological assessment
to dkite, wied s aesigned Wowve an mdication of the potential importance of surviving
arehaeciovical deposts, Tlas section should be read n conjunciion with the following
Recommendutius 10y an Arehaeolegieal Responge 1o potential housing development,

6.1 Prosent £ bharacter

The Survey Aren s bounded on the cast by a disused mincral railway track and sidings, with
a pond, adyaceni to The Fannv Shaw Playing Field, detining the southern fimit of the site.
The western it s defined by the property boundaries of the Thorntree and Tieclesbourne
Cottages and the north-western side by Cromford Road. A parcel of land surrounding the
Merebrookaoueh Fngme House 1s under separate ownership and subject to a separate
development programme.

The porthern part of the Survey Arca was a former area of allotnent gardens and now forms
a small grassy platean which, on 1tg east side, slopes down to the railway track. There is
evidence ol a ruised. gravelled roadfrack running from Cromiford Road, south east, towards
the Engine House, This is probably the remains of an access route to the {ormer allotment
gardens. e boundary adjacent to the railway s overgrown and lined with trees, as are the
south-east and south-west corners of the site, The land gently slopes from west to east, and is
generally tlet, aithough there are undulating patches of terrain, particularly in the area
surrounding the tormer mine butldings. This part of the Survey Area was very boggy and
small arens of standing warer were observed. Three brick capped mince shafts were also noted.

In the south-cast corer. adjacent to the pond, is a bowl-shaped dip 1n the topography, which
may have been ao excavated pit or some type of water feature associated with the pond,

At the easrorn cnad of Sough Lane is an ad hoe parking area for the existing residential
cottages aid there are arcas ot the site which have been subjected to tpping, and possibly
some type of toaporary storace, specifically a patch of roughly constructed hard-standing
wteciate !y souih of two ot the capped mine shafts.

1t s onelear the extent o which the terrain hag been affected by excavations and workings
assoviated with the former lead mine, but there remains a high probability that little of the
original cround curface remuns, except in the aresn of the former allotment gardens.

6.7 Histovicsi nad Archacological Profile
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af ey pre-dntine Morchroaksoneh le inothe Survey Area,
elther e e Lo o evisting carthworks or from any of the historical sources. The SMR
entry (55 IRAsE) for s <ite bists b as 2 kate-1¥th to mid-19th century lead mune,

Contaniiy wi bossne House, Miners Hat and capped shatts.
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Iyothe anid ;o0 centunies. the possible location of the Medioval park of Wirksworth has
1

been noted (B 13569 alone with the site of the ruined .Prltist} House (SMR 15567,

¢ Medieval and Post-Medieval Buidings i the region is much more
5 Radehouse, fonnded by Anthony Gell in 1384
awniber of other burldings within the town centre of Wirksworth date to the
¢ onclude: the Old Manor House, Coldwell Strect (SME 15558): 1

: 1255375 13 Green TEIH(SMR 15559 2.6 North lind (SME 155613;
End (SMECFS562% Rabbington House (SME 155607 15 and 32 St
55643 The Odd Hospiral (SME Y703 and The Galehouse
date to 5 pericd of expansion in the lcad mining mdustry
and the subseguent development of the town itgelf,
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17ih century
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Thly expansion of the wwin continued into the 18th century and thes is retlected by the
number of aotdie buldings and sites recorded, which inchade the Washgreen Cupola, which
meline il prior to 1750 (SMR 1553500 1 Coldwell Street, (SMR 15576);
' 53770 Red Lion Hetel, Market Place (SMER 15578 and the Toll
e o 51'1\)51;2 o stde of Cromtord Road 1o the Survey Area. The Nether
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tunnels drained nto the River Derwent (Smith 1997,
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3t fnd in the south-east comer of the Survey Ared, vordered by Zong

The historical maps sugeest thal this area was relatively untouched
Fmine, although it does Hie g the northern end of a railway siding.

crved in this undulating area, which miay have

AL NOCnY caleslaned Tearure was also of

trinyeated cay Lelowy pround deposits,

Fosie 6w o pace] of Jand surrounding the fasted Buildings, These buildings have 2 high

fevel of i

in erbyshire, but as they are

con e fustory of the lead nvining indestiy
wining apphention this is not considered here

mr

fais i};a.‘.{;iiixnx-.'a:z-

cairan o ag Archacological Response

rions bolow provide an outhine of the stages of archacological mitigalion
et for the Survey Ares as a wholo

and for cach of the siv zones of

b the b

SUIVEY W develonment 18 oapproved.  Hach of the
uire o differens lever of response. However, the precise nature of
e dependent upon any addiional information provided by

other beiow-pround works, znd would need 16 be anproved by Derbvshire

ol of archaeoloowcal rbgation are as fotlows:

ol narential for the sarvival of early deposits it 18 recormmended that

Coirenones Do exclvated ot aeea, The exc

vation o1 trenches paralic! 1o
Crosttord Dond and perpendicolar w o wedd provide a more Jdetadled picture of the below-

ik it

i he devel e

DInOie app

"’r‘""l'\_":T;;\_r\ (‘nf‘ RS '.'-]i‘f‘:ri"lf'\‘(‘-_la‘\ll;i-‘ﬂi_

e northorn area of

“obf any below.




A T - R R N
the caiue o the sxvsvabion here ol
L0 . PR B N - X
of any vroviddwork activily in this

-

dtrectly atfected by the planned

ot
d
FOUEEE R N T

o in these wones, due o the

i

with the ead mine, no further archaeological mitigation is

Fovonsnded.

Lt

fozems anopesviate foeany recommendations to be made tor this zone in this report.

North Derbyshire dreiaenlogical Survey io A D0 1500,

e 4

vuns Dl Derbyshire Lead Indusivy o the Sixreenth Cenrury, Dérbyshire Record

i 10 i

ti-.:'!. i\_.lll.i\' i”. ;

S The Arnficial Drainage of the Wirksworth - Cromford Areg, Bnlleiin of
LN ) "

VOLs NoS pp 251 240

i e Lstony Socied

1980 The Barliest Lead-Mine Soughs in Derbyshire. Bulletin of the Peak
story Soctely Vol.s Nos, pp 2410 314,

Gl Bdens RACI96T Geolopy of the Country around Chesterfield,

A ,‘ P,

AR ST VR A T E

A '

b SRR WCTT S Y PR R T PR S

e
Ir
Lot

cloob Ty rerwaert b

ERN N R R Lal1t el




Appendix |



Appewdiv b Uatalosne of Curtosraphic, Docuwmentuey wod Photographic

Nourees Convislted

Map of Wirksworth Township, 1709

furhiamenlary el

Land and veins i the Holiow o wirkswortty, and part of Vidalemon & Croredord,

1826

Tithe map and wwareds of the Towisbip o Widkswaorth, 1549
Ordnanice Survey Tirst Ddition 34/14, 1888

Ordnance Survey Sceond Bdinon, 34/14, 1898
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Ordnance Survey. L 10,000, 197]
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PANOLOITAYL DRSK BASED ASBESS?

SeSMITIH WEaN Y BTGLEE, WIRES T I

FOR: BIMINGEAM UNIVERSITY FIELD AHCHARDLUGY UHTT
ACTING OF BEHALF ©0 HASLAM HOMES

FILE REYV: 5744
T ENTRODUCTION

This briefing document provides the objectives for gn archasological desk top
assesvmeni of Land around Meerbrooksoush Engine Bouse, Wirksworth, The brief has
heen raquesied by Haslam Homes,

2.0 Aims of the Assegsment,

The objective of the assessment will be 1o assemble known information abour the
archaeclagy snd archasclogical potential of the site and to present this information 10
the CAQ. This information will then provide the basis for the CAQO 10 maks
recommendsations to the LPA on the likely impact of sny development upon the
archasological intergst and the need for further work,

3.0 Soumes i be consnliad .
Sources of documentary and pther information which should be consulted inchude,
Derbyshive SME (Pzeo information supplied below),
Public Record Office,
Sheffield Archives ,
Derbyshire Records Ofilce,
Derbvshire Local Snudies Library.
RCHME Records Centre, Swindon (APs)

Peak District Mining Mnseum

A vopy of the SMR entry {for Meerbrooksough Lead Mine is atinched. Should o wider
search be required contact the SME with deusils,

i'_i“l Py +yonpy
Eiv awn H

won 2 chte inspeotion and walkover survey shouid be undertaken and 2 visual
irspection of any  eanthworks or other featras of potential interest carried out,

walf Wi



ahigs oy

sea ap b the woost wRdl/O fRgIaTEL SO

1y comments on the guahly and reliability of the information and wndicutes
: u - C 4 w L TR e rr b 3
how it migh: need 1o be suppleniented by ficld svaluation o provice tne
information required for planning puiposes.
. . i e : o pTr i DR AT i)
Copies of the report should be subminted to the CAD and the SMR. The BMR wil
require,

1} & hard copy

2} a digital copy of the report capsble of being read in WORDST.
In the event that the work s underaken with reference to a speoific planning
application a copy should alse be submitied to the relevant planaing officer with the

Locel Planning Anthority.

The contractor will be expected to abide by the Code of Practice of the Instiwte of
Field Archasologiants.

County Archacclogist: De. D, Barren
County Sites god Monoments Records Officer: Dir, A Myers.
4112198
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Wirkworth
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Wirksworth
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Wirksworth

Wirksworth
Wirksworth

BT A s ¥
alinin many

Moses afad rough dpedt mep ¥

“adow Farm house s

3 ' 1.1
Map af e ashiis

Bhotogopy of a plan of Gell eatate

Copy plan of roads berwean Rowsley Bridpe and

Wirksworth Mopor

Kights, priviledges und boundaries of Wigwail

Grange' ®

ned bapn ¥

Plan of the town centre snd Bulehill area showiny s O
jands of the Jiean & Chapter of Lineoln, 19th ven-

tury tracing of Mate 1%th century map.

Parliamentary Enclosnre Blan (M) 1845
Listate belonging to the Corporation of Eowall & 1808
Repton (John Port Charity)

Plan of mines, veins, soughs, ete. north of 1807
Wirksworth

Fstate at Wirksworth 1811
Land and veins in the Hollow of Witksworth, and 1826
part of Middleton & Cromiord

Phatocopy of a plan of Gell estate 1876
Tithe Map (M{) 1848

PRO = Public Record Office

DRO ~ Derbyshire Record Qffice

SA= Sheffield Archives
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T TRV ST R TR D A T L] b S 14
COUNTY/DISTEICT/PARITH Darky/)

SITE NAME AND MAIN FRATURES Meetbrookaough
HEIGHT OD. (IN METRES)

NGR (WITH QUALIFIER). SK 28145447 [GLTL
AREA STATUS: CA,

SCHEDULED MONUMENT NO{S):

LISTED BUILDING GRADE I

TYPE/PERIQOD/FORM:

Engine House/PM/RUINED BUILDING
Miners Hit/PM/RUINED BUILDING
Shaft/PM/OTHER STRUCTURE

PREVIOUS ARCHAEOLOGICAL HISTORY [EVENT/DATES/NAMERCHME REF NO L.
RCHME (AND FORMER 08) FIELD SURVEY(S):

LAND CLASSIFICATION,

OWNER/QOCCUSIER,

DESCRIPTION:

Meerbrooksough Mine, late CI8 - mid CI9 lead pune.

Engine House made of hmestone rubble with diessed quomns and
lintels. Plain tle roof with gabled ends. Two storeys with g
variety of openings, sonte with round arched heads and a doorway
with arched head Stone stairs to firgt floor west door. The engine
houge 15 associated with the doving of the Meerbrook souph,
constructed for the draiung of the Meebrook lead mine It s
stated that this 13 the earliest remaining winding house in
Derbyshire The engine was removed ¢ 1870 (1)

Coe substanually preserved within curttlage of the engine house,
and shafts retan beehive shaped stons cappings. {1b)
The gngine houss probobly doss

Wit n Y

- ¥ [ T [ L
mat dara Fropn the driving’ of the
atd Yrom the grving O1Ne

souch during the late el

century . but was aszouated wath

{le)
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Plate 1
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