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ploughsoil. The raw material used probably originated from on-site gravel deposits, 
since some items retained traces of pebble cortex. 

With the exception of a later Mesolithic opposed platform core, and a possibly 
contemporary end scraper, the majority of the chronologically-diagnostic tools date to 
the Neolithic period, including a sickle fragment, an axe butt fragment (both 
unfinished), and four blades. Three of the blades were recovered from a post-hole 
(F346) which also contained Middle Neolithic- Early Bronze Age pottery, together 
with ten flakes, a water-rolled core and a notched flake. Another post-hole (F342) 
contained pottery of similar date range and five flint flakes, one of the latter being a 
large, irregularly-shaped flake with traces of retouching. A fourth blade was the sole 
find from a post-hole (F361) where it had been placed at the base of the cut. The blade 
was also patinated and iron-stained, and may have had a Neolithic origin. 

Areas C and D 

The small assemblage from Areas C and D consisted of one barbed and tanged 
arrowhead, five scrapers, a knife, three cores, one denticulate piece and 46 flakes, 
including eight retouched flakes and one serrated flake. 

The stratified material came from pit F561 and comprised four flakes, including a 
serrated flake of opaque light grey flint with iron staining on the surface and a long 
flake of high quality dark grey flint from a very large pebble nodule. There were only 
two chronologically-diagnostic pieces of flint. Firstly, a (residual) Bronze Age barbed 
and tanged arrowhead from a Phase 2-3 ditch (F550), found with an ovoid, shallow
flaked scraper and a retouched flake; the second a 'denticulate', possibly a scraper 
(also from ditch F550), of a form which has been dated to the Mid-Late Bronze Age 
(Saville 1981, 21; Harding 1991, fig. 45.84-85). 

The remaining flints are considered to be Neolithic to Bronze Age in date, and were 
residual material within features of Phase 2-3 date and from the topsoil. Their size 
indicates that very small pebble nodules were being utilised. 

Field 1 fieldwalking and test-pitting (Fig. 4) 

The assemblage comprised 75 artefacts and 174 struck flakes and chunks. There is a 
high incidence of white re-cortication among the collection. Despite the difficulties in 
identifying contemporaneity among fieldwalking assemblages, a generally Neolithic 
date is supported by the presence of certain chronologically-diagnostic tools, such as 
blade cores, two fabricators, several arrowheads, five of which were leaf-shaped and 
one of which was transverse, and a borer, the latter dating to the later Neolithic 
(Edmunds 1995, 95, fig. 65). That the arrowheads were unfinished links them with a 
home base, where they would have been manufactured along with other retouched 
implements, rather than with hunting, an off-site activity. 

Other tools associated with settlement are scrapers, awls and burins (Schofield 1987, 
280), and the presence of 14 scrapers in the assemblage is strongly suggestive of some 
degree of settlement in the vicinity. Although not generally chronologically-
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diagnostic tools, discoidal-shaped scrapers with shallow flaking around the 
circumference, a type prevalent in Area CID, are a form usually associated with the 
later Neolithic period (Edmunds 1995, 96, Fig. 66). Other retouched tools included 29 
retouched flakes, a small flake knife, and two blades. 

AreaE/F 

The assemblage consisted of 765 items of humanly-worked flint, comprising a small 
barbed and tanged arrowhead, 13 cores, 16 scrapers, one blade fragment, 10 retouched 
flakes, one of which was serrated, and 724 un-retouched flakes. Core preparation was 
minimal and cores tended to be rough and multi-platformed, worked from different 
directions, presumably for the production of broad flakes, suggesting a Bronze Age 
date for the majority of the collection. This general date is supported by the barbed 
and tanged arrowhead and a high incidence of discoidal scrapers, both of which are 
typically Early Bronze Age forms. While arrowheads are usually associated with off
site activities, scrapers are one of a limited range of tools to be found in settlement 
areas with any degree of frequency (Schofield 1987, 280), suggesting that the area 
was a focus of domestic activity. 

The collection suggests a low density, episodic, usage of the landscape with some 
evidence for tool manufacture. Two Phase 1 features produced large quantities of 
struck flint. The largest concentration, a total of three scrapers and 204 flakes 
including micro-debitage, came from pit F991(4050), and 160 flakes were recovered 
from adjoining pit F958 (3415). However, no chronologically- diagnostic material 
could be related to known prehistoric features. The remainder of the flint collection 
derived from features of Phase 2-6 date, or the topsoil. 

While separate chronological phases of tool manufacture and use cannot be identified 
in the collection, the evidence (a complete absence of diagnostically-earlier material, 
unskilled knapping resulting in multi-platformed flake cores and broad, squat flakes) 
suggests a generally later prehistoric date for the collection, in accordance with the 
results of previous work in Field 2 (Bevan 1997, Bevan and Dingwall 1997) .. Closer 
chronological definition beyond the Beaker period/Early-to-Later Bronze Age is not 
possible. 

Field 2 fieldwalking and test-pitting (Fig. 5) 

A total of 152 items of humanly-struck flint was collected during fieldwalking. The 
assemblage comprised one pressure-flaked implement tip, nine scrapers, three blades, 
16 retouched flakes, 20 cores/core fragments and 103 flakes. 

Despite the difficulties in recognising struck flint in an area where natural, unworked 
flint is present in the soil, a few items were recovered from most grid squares. The 
high incidence of cores and core fragments in the collection is indicative of flint
knapping activities, mainly concentrated towards the northern edge of the field. The 
collection appears biased in favour of cores and larger implements which are easier to 
recognise than small flakes in soil containing large quantities of natural flint. 
Therefore the number of cores suggests a more intensive use of the area than is 
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been the subject of archaeological research, proving useful in the reconstruction of 
'settlement density and land use strategies' (Hall and Coles 1994, Brown and Murphy 
1997, 14). That the majority of the Little Paxton assemblage appears to have been 
generated during later prehistory is potentially useful in the reconstruction of Late 
Neolithic/Early Bronze Age settlement. Other aspects of the assemblage, for example, 
the small Mesolithic component of the assemblage and the presence of Phase 1 
features (closer dating of which should be achieved from associated pottery), suggest 
the re-occupation of the same lowland locations during the Mesolithic and Early 
Neolithic, a general tendency observed within the eastern counties (Brown and 
Murphy 1997). Thus, the preliminary dating of this varied assemblage should serve to 
elucidate prehistoric activity in the area from the Mesolithic to the Late Bronze Age. 

Full analysis, including weighing of all flint and the measuring of all tools and 
complete flakes, is recommended. Comparison of the main tool types from the 
separate phases of archaeological investigation is also recommended, together with 
comparison with published material from other contemporary sites, including Fengate 
(Pryor 1978, 1980), Middle Harling (Healy 1995) and Broome Heath, Norfolk 
(Wainwright 1972), and Hurst Fen, Suffolk (Clark, Higgs and Longworth 1960). The 
selective illustration of up to 30 items representative of the total assemblage, 
principally key tool types and blades from primary contexts, is recommended for 
inclusion in the report. 

4.3.3: Neolithic and Bronze Age pottery by Ann Woodward 

A total of 84 sherds ofNeolithic and Bronze Age pottery was recovered from Phases 1 
and 2 of the project. 

Range and variety 

Pit group 

A total of 74 sherds was found in the fills of a group of pits located in Area B (Fig. 
1 C). Much of the material was decorated and can be assigned to the Peterborough 
Ware and Beaker traditions. Peterborough Ware is dated, according to the available 
radiocarbon determinations, to the Middle Neolithic period (Gibson and Kinnes 1997) 
and Beakers date from the Late Neolithic to Early Bronze Age periods. The 
Peterborough sherds are in a distinctive hard fabric, containing ill-sorted, medium to 
large inclusions of angular flint, with a few sherds containing grog and no flint. The 
Beaker fabrics are more variable, but generally are sandy, with a few small flint, or 
occasionally shell, inclusions. Red to dark red surfaces are common. 

Pit F346, layer 1929 

Eight sherds, of an average weight of 5g include a shoulder sherd from a Mortlake 
style bowl (Peterborough tradition), decorated with rows of impressions made with a 
blunt instrument, a very worn wall sherd decorated with possible birdbone 
impressions from another similar bowl, and a small worn Beaker sherd with probable 
cord impressions. There are also five plain sherds of Peterborough Ware. 
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