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ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVALUATION AT 24/25 SHEEPCOTE 
STREET, BIRMINGHAM 

BUILDING RECORDING AND DESK-TOP ASSESSMENT 

SUMMARY 

Building recording and desk-top assessment of a complex of industrial 
buildings at 24/25 Sheepcote Street, Birmingham was undertaken in 
August 1999 by Birmingham University Field Archaeology Unit on behalf 
of Midland and City Developments Limited. The work followed a brief 
prepared by the Conservation Department of Birmingham City Council. 
The aim ofthe evaluation was to provide sufficient information to assess 
the impact of any proposed works on the industrial archaeology ofthe 
buildings. Number 24, Sheepcote Street is a Grade 11 listed building, the 
majority of the other industrial buildings within the Study Area were 
Grade A locally listed. 

Industrial development within the Study Area took place within a 
relatively short time-span, between 1857 and 1903. Prior to 1857, the site 
was undeveloped, and in 1824 was depicted as a series of market garden 
plots. The first confirmed development within the Study Area was at 
Number 24, Sheepcote Street, where the Standard Works ofLawson and 
Holden was established in 1857. The Standard Works was a coach works 
producing finished goods in iron and brass. The workshops, or 
'shoppings', situated behind the frontage, were relatively small-scale 
structures where craftsmen worked over hearths, casts and polishing 
machines. The north wall of Structure F (i) dates from this period, as 
does part ofF (ii) and most of Number 24, Sheepcote Street. 

The tube and rolling mills of Grice, Grice and Booth were first listed in 
1871. This company occupied land behind Number 25, Sheepcote Street. 
The large open factory units evolved in stages, but the main works had 
been built by 1887. Structures B, C and parts ofD and E date from this 
period. In 1890 the works were given a 'respectable' purpose-built 
frontage, Number 25, Sheepcote Street. In 1896 James Booth & Co. took 
over the Standard Works and work proceeded to amalgamate the two 
sites into one large tube works. Structures F (i) and F (ii) were extensively 
modified at this stage. The gateway through 24, Sheepcote Street was 
filled-in and the southern range of workshops which belonged to the 
Standard Works was demolished to make space to build Structure A. All 
this work had taken place by 1903. The canal walls were mainly recent in 
date. 

Further work is required in order to understand the original layout of 
Number 24, Sheepcote Street, to ascertain the precise development of 
Structure E and to clarify the construction sequence of parts of the canal 
wall. This work should accompany soft-stripping and demolition of the 
relevant buildings. 

1 



1.0 INTRODUCTION (Figures 1, 2a) 

This report summarises the results of an archaeological evaluation of Numbers 
24 and 25, Sheepcote Street, Birmingham by means of initial building 
recording and desk -top assessment. The report has been prepared in August 
1999 by Birmingham University Field Archaeology Unit for Midland and 
City Developments Limited. The development site comprises 24/25 Sheepcote 
Street, Buildings A-F behind the street frontage and the canal wall. 

The archaeological work was carried out in accordance with a brief prepared 
by Birmingham City Council (Hodder and Demodowicz 1999). This brief was 
supplemented by two memos dated 14/7/99 and 19/7/99 listing further specific 
recording requirements following a visual inspection of the site (Appendix 1). 

The archaeological recording was required by Birmingham City Council in 
advance of submission of a planning application and a listed building consent 
application. The aim of the evaluation was to provide sufficient information to 
assess the impact of any proposed works on the industrial archaeology of the 
site. Particularly, as these works affected the Grade II listed structure of 
Number 24, Sheepcote Street, other Grade A locally listed structures and any 
below-ground remains. The following report outlines the methods used and 
the sources consulted by the desk-top assessment and by the building survey 
in Section 3. A chronological overview of the development of the site derived 
from historical sources is then presented in Section 4, detailed building 
descriptions are presented in Section 5. Summary conclusions and the overall 
significance of the Study Area are assessed in Sections 6 and 7 of the report, 
while the implications of the proposed development and recommendations for 
further work are summarised in Sections 8 and 9. 

2.0 STUDY AREA LOCATION 

The Study Area is located between Sheepcote Street and the junction of the 
New Birmingham Main Line Canal and the Sherbome Wharf Loop of the Old 
Main Line Canal in Birmingham city centre (Figure 1; Plate 1; NOR SP0560 
8670). Number 24, Sheepcote Street is a Grade II listed building. The 
terracotta fa9ade of the late-19th-century office buildings of25, Sheepcote 
Street, and several 19th-century brick buildings behind the street frontage are 
locally listed Grade A (Figure 2a). Several secondary structures which infill 
the site are of relatively recent date and are not listed. The Study Area 
comprises redundant and unoccupied industrial and office premises. There is a 
significant break of slope from the Sheepcote Street frontage towards the 
canals behind. 

2 



3.0 EVALUATION METHOD 

3.1 Desk-Top Assessment 

A desk-top assessment of documentary and cartographic sources was carried 
out in tandem with the survey recording in order to set the Study Area in 
context. This work was undertaken at the Birmingham Sites and Monuments 
Record (BSMR) and the Local Studies and Archives sections of Birmingham 
Reference Library (BRL ). The range of sources considered was as 
recommended in 'Standard and Guidance for Desk-Based Assessments' 
published by the Institute of Field Archaeologists 1997. Historic mapping and 
trade directories were the most prolific sources consulted. Any significant 
quantities of primary documentation located were only assessed at this stage 
of the project. 

3.2 Building Survey 

Details of all internal and external elevations indicated by the brief were 
recorded by a combination of written notes, photography and annotation of the 
architects' survey drawings to produce interpretative phase drawings which 
identify major structural phases (Figure 2b ). Contextual records were made of 
all features, except those of an obviously recent date. A photographic record, 
on 35mm black-and-white and colour slide format, was completed for the 
entire Study Area, and was supplemented by colour print photography where 
appropriate. Inaccessible areas were identified and indicated on the drawings. 

4.0 RESULTS: DOCUMENTARY RESEARCH 

The following section provides a chronological model for the development of 
the site. The overall development of the Study Area is depicted on Figure 4. 

4.1 1769-1853 

The Sherborne Wharf Loop ofthe Birmingham Main Line Canal was 
completed in the late-1760s. By the 1820s Birmingham had become the hub 
of an extensive network of canals throughout the Black Country known as the 
Birmingham Canal Navigations or BCN. The growing volume oftraffic led to 
the cutting of the New Main Line Canal between Birmingham and 
Wolverhampton by Thomas Telford, which was completed in 1829. The New 
Main Line Canal effectively by-passed the Sherbome Wharf Loop, creating a 
large basin. The Study Area is situated near the north-west junction of this 
loop. 

The arrival of the canals began a process oftransformation of the western 
approaches to Birmingham, offering the opportunity to transport raw materials 
cheaply. The brass industry in particular took advantage of the new situation. 
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By 1781 the Birmingham Metal Company established a works off Broad 
Street to make brass, which until then had been imported from Bristol in 
sheets of metal. Birmingham already had a notable small-scale brass industry 
prior to 1781, but by Victorian times it had become a national centre of the 
trade and employed 10,000 people by 1870. 

It would appear that the land inside Sherborne Wharf Loop was not developed 
commercially until1853. A map produced in 1824/5 by Piggott-Smith for the 
Earl of Dartrnouth shows that Sheepcote Street was called Crown Street. 
Various land divisions within the Study Area seem to denote market garden 
plots, and the land is recorded as belonging to Miss Caroline Colmore. 
However, the construction of Crown Street and Nelson Street (to the south) 
created a nodal link between Broad Street (known as Islington) and the 
turnpike road to Dudley via Sheepcote Lane. The Union Mill and the 
Manufactory of Johnson Berry and Harris were both situated on Nelson Street, 
and once this industrially driven expansion had begun more land started to be 
released for development. 

4.2 1853-1887 

No sufficiently detailed maps which shed further light on the development of 
the Study Area were located by the present phase of documentary research 
until the First Edition Ordnance Survey map published in 1887 (Figures 3 and 
5). Therefore, information concerning development between 1853 and 1887 
is extracted solely from census records, trade directories and other references. 
The information in these records is difficult to relate to the Study Area 
because of inconsistencies in the numbering of Sheepcote Street. This was 
probably a reflection of the amount of development work occurring at this 
time. For example, White's Directory of 1855lists the companies between the 
numbers 20-30 including smiths, wheelwrights and coal merchants, but is not 
specific about where these businesses were located. 

The year 1857 saw the establishment of the Standard Works ofLawson and 
Holden at 24, Sheepcote Street. This company was described as axeltree and 
spring makers. Prior to 1857 Lawson and Holden had been situated nearby at 
14 7 Great Charles Street. The Post Office Directories for this period also list a 
coal merchant called George Stafford at 24, Sheepcote Street, so it is possible 
that the site was shared. From a logistical point of view it is probable that the 
coal merchant would have been located close to the canal, possibly at the back 
of the site, and the coachworks towards the front. In 1875 the coal business 
was taken over by William Bottrell who is last recorded in 1881. 

In 1871 there is the first reference to Grice, Grice and Booth, the owners of 
the copper tube and rolling mills shown on the First Edition Ordnance Survey 
map of 1887 at 25, Sheepcote Street. Lawson and Holden are listed at 24, 
Sheepcote Street up to 1875. The Standard Works is still recorded in 1887, 
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but as making coach ironmongery, suggesting that the company may have 
changed ownership. 

4.3 1887-1903 

The 1:2500 and 1:500 First Edition Ordnance Survey maps published in 1887 
depict an industrialised enclave, largely contained within the Sherborne Wharf 
Loop, which was dominated by metal working (Figures 3 and 6). Land use 
was sharply defined. Immediately to the north was a transportation corridor 
defined by the New Main Line Canal and the Birmingham to Dudley railway, 
which provided ready access to the local and national transportation systems. 
Much of the surrounding area, beyond the transport corridor, was devoted to 
high density housing, including courts and back-to-backs. Within the 
industrialised zone many, but not all, of the works along the south-west side 
of Sheepcote Street were arranged behind a frontage which presented a 
'respectable' face to the street. Access to the works behind was provided by 
several gateways. The scale of these works is not domestic, like many of the 
late-19th century saddlery works in Walsall for example, but neither were the 
works particularly large-scale concerns. Several of the plot fronts conform to a 
c.l5m width, which then open out into an irregularly-shaped space between 
the street and the canal behind. The scale of industrial activity is still largely 
consistent with that of a family-owned business. Although some types of 
metal working, such as tube making, were more heavily mechanised, with 
production taking place within large factory units as opposed to skilled 
craftsmen working in 'shoppings'. 

Within the Study Area the two types of business illustrate the contrasting 
requirements of works devoted to the production of metal (Sheepcote Street 
Tube & Rolling Mills, 25, Sheepcote Street) and those devoted to the 
production of finished goods (Standard Works, 24, Sheepcote Street). The 
different scale of the two works is immediately obvious. The Standard Works 
consisted of two long, but narrow, ranges of workshops set either side of yard 
with access through the 'respectable' frontage of 24, Sheepcote Street. None 
of the workshops was particularly large. Production would typically have 
focused around small hearths for casting and forming, supplemented by 'fast 
and loose' belt driven lathes and polishers for finishing the products. The 
small-scale buildings could be readily modified or extended within the 
confines of the site to adapt to new techniques. The wharf to the rear of the 
plot may have been used for importation of raw materials, including metal 
sheets and coal. The narrow front gateway controlled access to the site. 
Finished goods probably left the works on carts through this gateway for local 
and national distribution rather than via the canal. In contrast, the Sheepcote 
Street Tube and Rolling Mills comprised large open workshops. These would 
have represented a substantial capital investment. It is not surprising that the 
works was set up first, to be followed in 1890 by the construction of a 
'respectable' office block at the front of the site. 
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Fortunately, the building plans for the construction of the present frontage to 
25, Sheepcote Street in 1890, have survived. The building plans denote the 
proposed functions of each room within the new building and also show the 
extent of the new work and the way in which existing walls were adapted into 
the build. At this time the company was known as Grice, Grice & Booth, but 
by 1892 Kellys Directory lists the company as James Booth & Co. which, in 
1896, took over the premises of the Standard Works at 24, Sheepcote Street. 

The expansion of James Booth & Co. in 1896 generated a series of building 
plans, three of which have survived. The first plan is titled 'Sketch Plan of 
Restored Shopping', dated June 1896. The plan is colour-coded and seems to 
refer to alterations to Structure F (i) which involved the strengthening of the 
main elevations and the insertion of a new roof which is similar to the one 
currently in position. This work must have involved the demolition of the two, 
two-storied, structures denoted inside Structure F (i) on the I :500 Ordnance 
Survey map of 1887 (Figure 3). However, the south-facing elevation ofF (i) 
depicted on the plan differs from that in existence today, as it follows the 
pillar-and-panel arrangement of the north wall. Two more bays on the west 
end of Structure F (i) were shown on the 1896 plan divided from the main 
shopping by a partition wall with one opening, this was labelled 'the engine 
house'. No trace of this building survives today. 

The second plan, dated July 18th 1896, depicts the construction of a casting 
house with a similar roof to Structure F (i). The north wall contained a range 
often flues arranged in pairs. No trace of this structure, which was located to 
the west of Structure F (i), has survived. 

The third plan, dated August 26th 1896 depicts the construction of Structure 
A, its' amalgamation with Structure B, and the demolition of the southern 
range of workshops which used to form part of the Standard Works. At this 
point Structure F (i) is called 'the tube drawing and finishing shop'. It seems 
likely that the south-facing elevation ofF (i) was altered to allow greater 
access to the tube drawing and finishing shop at this stage. It is unclear 
whether the arcaded south-facing wall ofF (i) was built at the same time as 
the new roof depicted on the first plan. 

The Second Edition Ordnance Survey of 1903 confirmed the completion of 
work outlined in the building plans above (Figure 6). The boundary between 
the two businesses, which was visible on the First Edition map, is no longer 
present, and the gateway to the former Standard Works has been filled-in. 
With the exception of a number of relatively minor additions and the 
demolition of a number of small buildings to the rear of Structures A, B, C 
and D, the basic ground plan of the tube works remained unchanged. 
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5.0 DETAILED BUILDING DESCRIPTIONS 

5.1 Number 24, Sheepcote Street (Figures 7, 8, 11, 13 & 15-19) 

An imposing three storey mid-Victorian building with basement (Plate 2). 
Situated at the head of a plot adjacent to the New Main Line Canal, shopping 
and warehousing behind. Slate roof, hipped at north gable end. Main 
elevation five bays in length (Figures 7 and 15), built in Flemish bond, 
machine-cut blue/black engineering brick on the ground floor, machine-cut 
red brick above. 

Ground floor Four identical windows with segmental arched heads, made 
up of three courses of uncut engineering-brick voussoirs and plain jambs with 
chamfered false cement sills. Window frames were heavily recessed, and of 
twelve panes. South-east bay out of alignment. North-west end had recessed 
double-doorway with three steps with semi-circular arched head of three 
courses of uncut brick voussoirs. Rectangular false-cement mouldings at 
bottom of arch. 

First floor Moulded string-course at first-floor level acted as a sill for the 
first-floor windows. The string-course was two courses wide with a false
cement moulding, painted white with a beaded effect on its base. Five 
identical tall deeply-recessed windows with non-glazing bars, twelve panes to 
each, segmental arches of gauged redbrick voussoirs, plain jambs. 

Second floor Five identical windows, again segmental arched heads of 
gauged-brick, plain jambs, bold false-cement sills with deeply-recessed square 
sashes of six panes. Eaves were moulded and very deep towards front. 

North-west gable Four storeys high, cellar at canal-side level (Figure 11). 
The cellar has later opening to the canal, subsequently bricked-up, but RSJ 
still in situ. Each floor had a single identical window positioned vertically 
towards the rear of the building. All openings had a segmental arched heads 
made up of two courses of uncut engineering brick. Windows were 
subsequently bricked-up. Blind angled corner against Structure F (ii). The 
eaves had a three course over-sail of engineering bricks. There was a single, 
plain two-pot chimney stack positioned towards the rear of the hipped roof. 

Rear elevation Four storeys high, including cellar (Figure 8, Plate 3). 
Cellar obscured by a modem toilet block and raised ground level. Five bays. 
Many openings not symmetrical, whole elevation greatly altered. Original 
openings have segmental arched heads of two courses of uncut engineering 
brick, plain jambs and sloping two course brick sill in engineering brick and 
recessed iron window frames with numerous small rectangular panes. Fourth 
set of bay openings from the east end of the building were blind. Fifth bay 
unevenly spaced, openings of very different character. Disruption caused by 
former location of rear shopping, demolished in late 1890s. First floor has 
bricked-up former access to rear shopping. Slightly south of centre at ground 
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floor and cellar level is a wide semi-circular arch consisting of two courses of 
uncut engineering brick. This was the former cart access through the building, 
now bricked-up. Other additions are modern. 

Interior Plan The interior plan of Number 24 has been radically altered 
throughout its lifetime (Figures 16-19). Unlike Number 25 it was difficult to 
reconstruct the original floor plans at this stage of the survey. Soft-stripping is 
required to try to reconstruct arrangement of earlier features. 

The basement was altered by the cutting of access to Structure F (ii) (Figure 
16). The arched support of the cart track through the bricked-up gateway was 
still in situ. To the south were two store rooms divided by a staircase to the 
ground floor. There was a coal chute to the street. 

Above, a stairwell ran up the angled face of the north-west gable wall from 
ground floor level (Figure 17). Two chinmeys originally located against south 
wall, implied a division of front and back rooms on this side of the building. 
There was only a single chinmey against the north-west gable placed forward 
from the staircase, on the opposite side of the building. There were traces of 
former room divisions in the ceiling of the first floor, which require further 
soft-stripping to confirm (Figure 18). The upper storey appeared to have been 
open throughout (Figure 19). The roof was original. The wall adjoining 25, 
Sheepcote Street, contained the arched apex of two chinmey-breasts. 

5.2 Number 25, Sheepcote Street (Figures 9, 10, 12, 14, 16-19; Plate 2) 

A purpose-built late-Victorian office building constructed c.l890. Elaborate 
front fayade in Neo-Gothic style, with terracotta mouldings. Use of riveted!
section girders, cast-iron pillars, steel floor-joists and vaulted brick ceilings 
typical of this period. 

Main elevation Comprised fourteen bays, in Flemish bond machine-cut 
redbrick (Figure 9; Plate 2). Windows on the ground and first floor were 
balanced-sashes, with four panes. A moulded terracotta string-course formed 
the sills. Heads and jambs of moulded terracotta design. The two central 
windows on the ground floor were flanked on either side by semi-circular 
arched double-doorways with moulded voussoirs, decorated keystone and 
brick pilasters, on each side. The two end bays consisted of double bay 
gateways sandstone lintels and brick pilasters at either side. The !eft-hand 
gateway retained decorated wrought-iron work above the doors. 

The decorated string formed an entablature at first-floor level. The windows 
situated above the gateways and doorways had aprons under the sill. The 
second floor windows had semi-circular arched windows balanced sashes. In 
the large 'Dutch-gables' the windows were recessed with moulded terracotta 
heads, jambs and sills. Two palisades flanked either side of this central gable. 
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South-east gable The gable end was English bond, with engineering bricks 
used in the header courses and redbrick in the stretcher courses (Figure 12). 
The gable end was coped with terracotta tiles and a spire was positioned on 
the ridge. Two chimney-stacks were situated either side of the spire. 

Rear elevation Three-and-a-half storeys high, including basement. English 
bond, machine-cut, polychromatic brickwork in 1890 build, but built around 
gable end of StructureD, note in-filled circular opening (Figure I 0). Windows 
had segmental arched heads consisting of two courses of uncut bricks and 
plain jambs. The sills were moulded terra cotta. The four small windows on 
the first floor served bathroom and toilets. 

There has been little alteration to the interior. Original features such as the 
tiled-floor in the hall, the staircase, the remarkable wooden ceiling in the 
Counting Room and several features in the bedrooms have survived. 
Combined with the evidence from the 1896 building plans one can 'read' the 
building for the social assumptions of its late-Victorian builder's. The ground 
floor and basement were part of the workshops (Figures 16 and 17). On the 
ground floor, the left-hand room off the hall was a Metal Store. Access to the 
workshop in StructureD was later converted into a window. The other room 
to the right of the hall was the Packing Room. Access to Structure E was 
wide, spanned by a riveted I -section girder. A lift ran to the basement for 
heavy goods. The basement ceiling was supported by cast-iron columns, steel 
joists, the original barrelled brickwork had been replaced by shuttered 
concrete. The rear part of the ceiling in the metal store above was similar, and 
may have been a fire precaution. 

A staircase led directly from the hall entrance to the first floor Counting 
Room (Figure 18). In true neo-gothic style this room was designed as a first 
floor hall, open to the dark-stained decorated roof above. A safe was located 
on the building plans above the lift shaft on the ground floor. The other side of 
the stairs was a heated office at the front, with living accommodation, 
including bathroom, toilets and kitchen behind. The second floor comprised 
bedrooms and stores (Figure 19). The decor and appointment of the living 
accommodation was of a low standard, and was probably for a night 
watclnnan or someone of similar status. 

5.3 Structure F (i) (Figures 20-22, 24; Plates 4 & 7) 

Single-storey 'shopping', long splayed elevation of nine bays to canal with 
pairs of blocked openings in each bay of a pillar-and-panel wall. There were 
four evenly spaced ventilation hoods above the second, fourth sixth and eighth 
bays in the roof. The ventilation system within the roof was substantially 
intact (Figure 22). There was a three course oversail to the eaves between the 
pillars (Plate 4). 
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The openings of the north elevation had segmental arched heads of uncut 
engineering brick (Figures 20 and 24). All openings were bricked-up, but the 
building plan of 1896 indicated cast-iron framed windows with small panes 
originally. Above each window was a cast-iron vent with sandstone lintel 
over, some grates survived externally. The building plan of 1896 indicated the 
internal pillars were later. Internally, the pillars supported the roof trusses. The 
ninth bay had been rebuilt, and a S-shaped iron stay at the west end of the wall 
projected from the wall face, which had collapsed inwards. 

The west gable wall was much altered. An iron girder supported by three 
brick pillars had been inserted. The two open bays were subsequently bricked
up. A single door, positioned on the left side of the elevation at ground level, 
was also bricked-up. 

The south elevation was twelve bays long (Figure 21, Plate 7). Unlike the 
north wall, this wall was arcaded. There were no pillars supporting the roof. 
To the west, nine semi-circular openings with rounded jambs had been 
blocked. The rounded jambs suggested they were for access. To the east were 
three blocked wide segmental arched gateways, a fourth gateway may be 
inferred in the position ofthe modern entrance. These gateways also had 
rounded jambs. 

The east gable had been much altered, the original bond was English but there 
were sections of Flemish Stretcher bond and Flemish Garden Wall bond 
(Figure 22). Two rolled steel girders had been inserted at first-floor level, and 
at second-floor level within Structure F (2). Two later openings were blocked 
at ground-floor level. A doorway at first-floor level, with plain jambs and 
plain wooden lintels, was also blocked. 

5.4 Structure F (ii) (Figures 20-24; Plates 4-6) 

Originally, a three-storey mid-Victorian industrial building, the top floor had 
been removed. The original line of the single pitched roof was seen as a 
shadow on the back wall ofNumber 24, Sheepcote Street (Figure 23). 

The south elevation was built in English bond, the machine-cut bricks 
arranged in a banded, polychromatic, effect (Figure 21). The ground floor 
consisted of five openings, a single door and four windows, all of which were 
bricked-up. The doorway had a segmental arched head consisting of two 
courses of uncut engineering brick and plain jambs. The heads were replicated 
on all of the windows. Two of the windows had been removed for the 
insertion of a large sliding doorway. The third window was partially intact, 
while the fourth had the sill removed. Three courses of engineering bricks 
formed a string-course between the ground and first floor. 

The first floor consisted of five virtually identical windows; although the 
central window was slightly shorter. Each window had a segmental arched 
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the building was composed of three cast-iron columns, which formed arcaded 
openings into Structure B. 

5.6 Building B (Figure 25) 

Buildings Band C shared a central wall, which is included in the following 
summary. Building B was a purpose-built, single-storey factory unit, which 
was contemporary with Structure C. The main build was in English bond 
machine-cut redbrick. 

The front, or north-east facing gable, was plain. A single opening had been 
inserted into the north-east corner spanned by a wooden beam, but had 
subsequently been bricked-up and a smaller doorway inserted. A dirty shadow 
on the wall indicated where a flue had once existed. The south-east elevation 
(equivalent to north-west elevation of Structure C) was composed of six bays 
between evenly spaced brick pillars. The pillars had rounded quoins and all 
extended to the eaves. The first bay contained a high gateway with a 
segmental arched head, which had been bricked-up at a later date. The 
following three bays were spanned by wooden beams at a height of 3.80m. 
The space below the beams was bricked-up, but would originally have been 
open. The fifth bay was a solid brick wall and the sixth bay contained a 
bricked-up doorway with a segmental arched head. 

The rear, or south-west facing, gable was extensively modified. A doorway 
with a segmental arched head had been bricked-up prior to the insertion of a 
horizontal girder, which created a large opening. The opening was 
subsequently reduced in size by the insertion of a vertical girder before being 
blocked entirely. 

5.7 Building C (Figure 25; Plate 9) 

Building C was a built at the same time as Structure B. It was another large 
single-storey factory unit, the main build was English bond machine-cut brick. 

The front, or north-east gable comprised the rear elevation of Building E and 
is described in that section (see 5.9 below; Plate 9). The south-east elevation 
consisted of seven bays defined by six brick pillars with rounded quoins. Each 
bay was spanned by a wooden beam. All of the bays were subsequently 
bricked-up, apart from the most northerly one. An inserted girder had partly 
removed the build of the fifth brick pillar. The original south-west gable wall 
was hidden by a later wall built in line with rear of Structure B, which 
consisted of a centrally located bay flanked on either side by plain brick 
pillars. The central bay had a large gateway inserted, spanned by girder. The 
build below was in stretcher-bonded, machine-cut red brick. The original 
gable wall contained a number of bricked-up openings. 
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5.8 Building D (Figures 10 and 25) 

A long rectangular-shaped, single-storey factory unit. The main build was of 
machine-cut red and engineering brick, in a banded, polychromatic effect, 
English bond. 

The front, or north-east gable had been incorporated into the rear elevation of 
Number 25, Sheepcote Street (Figure I 0). There were four openings at 
ground-floor level into the basement of Number 25, Sheepcote Street. The 
opening to the right was to an electricity substation. The other openings had 
identical segmental arched heads with two courses of uncut brick voussoirs. 
The left access was a doorway, the other two windows, all now bricked-up. It 
was not possible to ascertain if these openings were contemporary with the 
construction of Building D, or if they had been inserted when Number 25, 
Sheepcote Street was built. At first-floor level there were two openings. The 
first was a bricked-up circular window located near the apex of the gable, and 
clearly contemporary with the construction of Building D. The second 
opening was a very large window with a segmental arched head. No sill was 
visible and the jambs were plain. The wooden frame was fixed with nine 
panes. This opening had been inserted into the gable wall to provide access 
from the metal store of Number 25, Sheepcote Street, into the factory unit 
behind. 

The south-east elevation was composed of eleven bays, defined by ten brick 
pillars. The pillars extended from floor level to roof height and all had 
rounded quoins. The most easterly two pillars had vertical wooden posts 
attached, and here, a sawn-off beam projected from the wall. Apart from the 
eighth bay, in which a sliding doorway had been inserted, the other bays were 
solid panels. The corner of bay eleven had been cut off and the eighth bay was 
in-filled with a modem wall with a central opening. The south-west, or rear 
gable of the building, had been extensively modified. The circular window in 
the apex of the gable was bricked-up. Two identical bricked-up windows were 
evidence of a former 'first-floor' level. The windows had segmental arched 
heads and plain jambs. Directly beneath the windows a large wooden beam 
with mortices for floor joists cut into it had been inserted, and below the 
beam, a later sliding door opening had also been built. The north-west gable 
was shared with Building C. 

5.9 Building E (Figures I 0 & 25-28; Plate 10) 

Building E was an extremely complicated structure. It represents the partial 
survival of the rear section of a building depicted on the Ordnance Survey 
map of 1887 at a right angle to the Sheepcote Street frontage (Figure 3). 
Analysis was further complicated because the ground level to the north-west 
elevation of the building was raised to create a ramp to the adjacent cart access 
to Number 24. This meant that there was no external light source for most of 
the ground floor, which made recording difficult. 
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Building E was a two-storey building. The plan of the ground floor was 
divided in two by a passageway. In the front section of the ground floor were 
two store rooms which had subsequently been connected with the basement of 
Number 25, Sheepcote Street. A suite of offices was situated in the rear 
section of the building. These offices were at the same level as the factory
floors of Building C aud Building D. The first floor of Building E led directly 
into the packing room ofNumber 25, Sheepcote Street. 

The front, or north-east facing elevation, was part of Number 25, Sheepcote 
Street, which was designed around the outline of Building E (Figure 10). The 
ground floor elevation had a later central access. The first floor was designed 
to provide a wide access from Building E into the packing room of Number 
25, Sheepcote Street. A large riveted I-frame girder spanned the access. A 
window lit the lift-shaft behind. The recessed feature above the girder is 
inexplicable. 

The north-west elevation of Building E was partially obscured by the ramped 
access to the adjacent cart way between Numbers 24 and 25, Sheepcote Street 
(Figure 27). The upper storey was largely plain apart from au inserted 
doorway, which gave access from the first floor of Building E to the cart way, 
aud two later windows. The lower storey contained the top of a partially 
obscured segmental arched window adjacent to the first-storey doorway. This 
doorway had been cut into the segmental arch of the left-haud doorway, of a 
pair of double-doorways. The right-haud double-doorway led into the cross
passage. Further to the right, a window aud doorway had been inserted, aud 
another doorway gave access into a modern aunex. The interior of this 
elevation was a mirror image of the exterior, with the addition of five brick 
pillars. Each pillar had rounded quoins except for the most easterly, which 
was plain. This aud the adjacent pillar, coupled with a horizontal steel girder, 
defined the left -hand of the pair of double-door openings, which had 
subsequently bricked-up. 

The rear, or south-west elevation formed part of the gable end of Building C 
(Plate 9). There were five ground-floor openings, all later insertions. At first
floor level there was a bricked-up doorway with plain jambs aud a concrete 
lintel, floor joists were visible at the base of the doorway, presumably for an 
exterior staircase. Near the south-east corner of the building was a small 
feature which may have been the survival of part of au arch or a small 
window. 

The south-east elevation formed the east section of the north-west elevation of 
Building D (Figure 26). At ground-floor level there was a later window and 
two doorways. The doorways had segmental arched heads of two courses of 
uncut brick, with plain jambs. The first doorway led into the offices. The 
second doorway, which was larger aud led into the cross-passage, had been 
partially bricked-up and a smaller double door inserted. 
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At first floor level a bricked-up recess was located near the south-east corner 
of the building. Its function was unknown. At the junction with Number 25, 
Sheepcote Street was a bricked-up doorway, with a two-course segmental 
arched head of uncut voussoirs and plain jambs. Two brick pillars with 
rounded quoins were visible, one at the western end of the elevation and the 
second located to the left ofthe first bay. 

The ground floor of Building E had been subject to a large amount of 
modifications. It was divided into two blocks by a cobbled passageway 
running north-west to south-east. 

The west block had been subdivided into four small offices. A chimney
breast was located on the south-west wall and three brick pillars flanked the 
openings on the north-west elevation. The partition wall with the cross
passage was one build. The eastern block was divided into two store rooms. 
The partition wall with the passage contained a centrally placed pillar with 
rounded quoins, which suggested it had one been open, subsequently a the 
wall had been bricked-up and a doorway added which was also bricked-up. 
The tops ofthree evenly spaced segmental arches were visible just above the 
floor surface. The partition wall between the two stores also had a centrally 
placed brick pillar with rounded quoins on the south-west side. This wall was 
not in alignment with the rest of the floor plan of the building and was 
probably later. There was a single central opening, spanned by a rolled steel 
girder, into the basement of Number 25, Sheepcote Street. 

The first floor of building E was a single room with a small modern unit 
partitioned off in the north-west corner. The north-east elevation has already 
been described (see rear elevation, bays one and two). The south-east 
elevation mirrored the external elevation with the addition of three brick 
pillars with rounded quoins. The south-west elevation consisted of a bricked
up doorway and a chimney breast. The doorway had plain concrete jambs and 
a concrete lintel. A plain lintel was observed at floor level to the left of the 
doorway. The north-west elevation mirrored the exterior with the addition of 
five brick pillars with rounded quoins. A horizontal girder was present 
between the two eastern pillars. The area below the girder was bricked-up. 

5.10 CanalBoundaryWall(Figures4and20;Plate 11) 

The north elevation of Building F (Figure 20) was the earliest boundary onto 
the New Main Line Canal. There was another section of late-19th century 
wall, which curved around the boundary of the junction with the Sherborne 
Loop, and the gable end of a factory unit facing onto the Old Main Line 
Canal. Descriptions of the modern sections are not included. Reference may 
be made to the architects' plans, written notes and photographs in the archive, 
which is currently held at Birmingham University Field Archaeology Unit. 
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The earlier walling at the junction of the Old and New Main Line Canals had 
been incorporated into much later structures. The earlier build was in Flemish 
stretcher bond with three stretcher courses in clamped brick. Ten brick pillars 
and a plinth of engineering brick ran the length of the wall. There were three 
openings, a window, a two bricked-up doorways. The window had a 
segmental arched head of two courses of uncut engineering brick, plain jambs 
and no sill. One doorway also had a segmental arch. The other doorway was 
larger with a step of rounded engineering bricks and a wooden lintel above. 

The southerly section of earlier walling was a gable end of a late-19th century 
factory building. The gable was built in Flemish Garden Wall bond with the 
headers in engineering brick. A circular window was located centrally in the 
apex of the gable, with a surround consisting of three courses of uncut 
voussoirs. At ground floor level there were three later openings, comprising a 
single doorway flanked on either side by a rectangular window. The doorway 
had a concrete lintel and doorstep and the windows had wooden lintels and 
concrete sills. 

6.0 SUMMARY OF DEVELOPMENT (Figure 4) 

Industrial development within the Study Area took place within a relatively 
short time-span, between 1857 and 1903. Prior to 1857, the site was 
undeveloped, and was depicted as a series of market garden plots in 1824. The 
first confirmed development within the Study Area was at Number 24, 
Sheepcote Street, where the Standard Works ofLawson and Holden was 
established in 1857. The Standard Works was a coach works producing 
finished goods in iron and brass. The workshops, or 'shoppings', situated 
behind the frontage, were relatively small-scale structures where craftsmen 
worked over hearths, casts and polishing machines. The north wall of 
Structure F (i), which overlooks the canal, dates from this period, as does part 
of Structure F (ii) and most ofNumber 24, Sheepcote Street. Behind the coach 
works, a coal wharf was situated next to the canal. 

The tube and rolling mills of Grice, Grice and Booth were first listed in 1871. 
This company occupied land at Number 25, Sheepcote Street. The large open 
factory units of the main works had been built by 1887. Structure E was 
probably the earliest part of the works, but the factory units Structure B, 
Structure C and StructureD, which are all inter-linked, must have been 
roughly contemporary in date. Structure D was probably slightly later than 
Structures A and B, but had been built by 1887. Structure A was a later 
enlargement of the factory made after 1896. In 1890 the works were given a 
'respectable' purpose-built frontage, Number 25, Sheepcote Street. In 1896 
James Booth & Co. took over the Standard Works and work proceeded to 
amalgamate the two sites into one large tube works. A number of the 
workshops behind Number 24, Sheepcote Street were demolished to create a 
'flow' for manufactured goods around the site. Both Structures F (i) and F (ii) 
were extensively modified at this stage. Structure F (i) became the tube rolling 
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and finishing area. A new wall facing the factory units to the south-west 
provided greater access to the rest of the works. A new ventilated roof was 
also added, the windows facing the canal were blocked and an engine room 
was located in the most westerly bay of the building. The gateway through 24, 
Sheepcote Street was filled-in and the southern range of workshops which 
belonged to the Standard Works was demolished to make space to build 
Structure A. All this work had taken place by 1903. The canal walls were 
mainly recent in date. 

7.0 THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY AREA 

The significance of the Study Area may usefully be discussed in relation to the 
set of selection criteria promulgated by the Secretary of State in 1983 and in 
Planning Policy Guidance Note 16: Archaeology and Planning (DoE 1983 and 
1990). 

Survivallcondition The Study Area appears to have a good survival of 
buildings which mainly relate to the late-19th century amalgamation of the 
site into the tube works of James Booth & Co. In particular, Number 25, 
Sheepcote Street has been little-altered. In addition, sufficient structural 
evidence has survived for the earlier stages of development to be deduced 
when combined with documentary and map evidence. No plant survives 
within the factory units and the nature of the mechanised brass tube rolling 
means there is only a small possibility that buried remains survive which 
relate to the works. 

Period In common with other monuments of the Industrial era, the 
chronological span of construction and use of the tube rolling works and the 
coach works are limited in comparison to other archaeological monuments of 
earlier periods. However, the relatively late date of industrialisation, i.e. post-
1857, is of interest, particularly within a canal-based environment where 
received knowledge has been that canals and associated industries were in 
marked decline at this time. 

Rarity The site belongs to a relatively late stage in the development ofthe 
brass industry in Birmingham. However, this was also a significant period of 
aggregation and integration within the industry, which was undergoing 
transition driven by technological improvements, particularly in relation to the 
supply of power. Number 24, Sheepcote Street is a Grade II listed building, 
while Number 25, Sheepcote and Several ofthe industrial structures behind 
are locally listed Grade A. 

Fragility/vulnerability The buildings which front Sheepcote Street appear 
to be in good condition, and have only recently gone out of use. These 
buildings will be refurbished as part of the proposed development works. The 
factory units behind are in a worse state of repair, with water ingress being 
particularly noticeable. In addition, there has been structural movement within 
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Structure F (i), which is probably the result of it being a combination of a 
number of phases of work. All factory buildings are scheduled for demolition 
within the proposed development works. 

Documentation There was a reasonable survival of historical 
documentation from which the overall development of the site was assessed. 
The site survey carried out by On Centre Surveys is of a high standard and 
comprehensive coverage, while the survival of building plans from 1890 and 
1896 greatly aided the process of interpretation. However, no company 
documentation has been located at present. If it survives, this would add a 
great deal to our knowledge of the Study Area. 

Group value The Study Area possesses group value in relation to other 
canal features within the immediate locality. These include the road bridge 
over the New Main Line Canal and the buildings of the adjacent Fiddle and 
Bone Public House, which were once part of the Corporation Wharf. In 
addition, the buildings fronting Sheepcote Street possess group value with the 
other offices of various companies established in the late-19th century which 
survive along the street. 

8.0 THE IMPLICATIONS OF DEVELOPMENT 

The proposed development will involve the refurbishment of Numbers 24 and 
25, Sheepcote Street. This will greatly enhance the condition of the buildings. 
Recommendations for further work should include provision to minimise any 
negative impact upon the historic building fabric. It is proposed to demolish 
the factory units behind. These have been recorded in detail by the present 
survey. Further work on outstanding parts of the site which require active 
intervention in order to understand the process of development is also outlined 
below. The main below-ground feature identified by the desk-top assessment 
is the putative former course of a small section of the Old Main Line Canal in 
the very north-west corner of the Study Area (Dean 1994). Below-ground 
remains associated with brass working on the site are likely to be slight. 
However, it may be appropriate to consider a watching brief of any floor 
clearances. 

9.0 OUTLINE RECOMMENDATIONS FOR FURTHER WORK 

The following recommendations for further work may be suggested: 

i. Monitoring of soft-stripping in Number 24, Sheepcote Street. 
ii. Monitoring of demolition works within Structure E and the section of 

canal boundary wall in the north-west corner of the Study Area. 
111. Monitoring of floor clearance within the factory buildings. 
IV. Further documentary research into the records of the companies. 
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Figure 2(a): Buildings within the Survey 
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Figure 5: Outline of the First Edition Ordnance Survey Map Overlaid onto the Present Site Plan 1:300 
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Figure 6: Outline of the Second Edition Ordnance Survey Map Overlaid onto the Present Site Plan 1:300 



Figure 7: Front Elevation of No. 241:100 



Fie;ure 8: Rear Elevation of No. 241:100 
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Figure 9: Front Elevation of No. 251:100 
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Figure 10: Rear Elevation of No. 25 1:100 
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Figure 11: North-West Gable of No. 241:100 

briQk 

Figure 12: South-East Gable of No. 251:100 
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Figure 13: Cross-Section Through No. 24 (B) 1:100 Figure 14: Cross-Section Through No. 25 (A) 1:100 



Figure 15: NW-SE Cross-Sectiou Through Nos. 24 aud 25 (C) 1:100 



Figure 16: Basement Plan of Nos. 24 and 251:200 

Figure 17: Ground Floor Plan of Nos. 24 and 251:200 
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Figure 18: First Floor Plan of Nos. 24 and 25 1:200 
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Figure 19: Second Floor Plan of Nos. 24 and 251:200 
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Figure ZO: North Facing Elevation ofF 1:200 

Figure 21: South Facing Elevation ofF 1:200 



Figure 22: Cross-Section Through F(i) (F) 1:100 
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Figure 23: Cross-Section Through F(ii) (E) 1:100 



Figure 24: W-E Cross-Section Through F (G) 1:200 

Figure 25: N-S Cross-Section Through A, B, C, and D (H) 1:200 



Figure 26: South Facing Elevation ofE 1:100 



Figure 27: North Faciug Elevatiou ofE 1:100 
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Figure 28: Cross-Section Through E (D) 1:100 
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