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An Archaeological Watching Brief at Catholme, Barton-under-Needwood, 
Staffordshire 

Summary 

An archaeological watching brief was carried out during the construction of an 
access route through Catholme Farm (NGR SK 196 168) to a development in the 
north, around Fatholme Farm. An extensive archaeological evaluation had identified 
a possible prehistoric features in the area associated a complex of multiple, 
concentric pit circles (SAM 256). The access route followed an existing track and 
passed close to the pit circles. However, the groundworks were not deep enough to 
have any impact on any archaeology and no archaeological features or deposits were 
identified during the watching brief 

Introduction (Fig.l) 

This report outlines the results of a watching brief carried out during the construction 
of an access route and area of hard standing on agricultural land around Catholme 
Farm, near Barton-under-Needwood, Staffordshire (NGR SK 196 168). The access 
road was related to a development to the north at Fatholme Farm. It was undertaken to 
fulfil the conditions of planning permission on the Catholme Farm site itself. The 
work was commissioned by Phoenix Consulting on behalf of Prorail Ltd. and was 
undertaken by Birmingham University Field Archaeology Unit in early December 
1999. 

Archaeological Background (Fig.l) 

The site lies approximately 1.5km to the south-east of the village of Barton-under
Needwood and is bounded to the east by the Birmingham to Derby railway. It lies on 
a sand and gravel terrace on the west bank of the River Trent just north of its 
confluence with the River Tame. Information on past settlement and landuse on the 
gravel terraces of the River Trent has primarily been obtained from aerial 
photographic survey notably, by Jim Pickering and Rowan Whimster (1989). These 
surveys have demonstrated extensive and intensive human activity on the gravel 
terraces since at least the Neolithic (Gaffney and Hughes 1993). 

A desk-based study (Richmond 1999) assessed the extent of the known archaeology 
within and around the potential development area. It included a comprehensive 
documentary and cartographic survey and a review of previous archaeological work in 
the immediate area. The remains of three suggested prehistoric sites next to this 
development have been scheduled as Ancient Monuments (SAM 215, SAM 216 and 
SAM 256). The easternmost of these sites (SAM 256) is a circular monument 
comprising multiple concentric circles of pits. It has been suggested that it represents 
a ceremonial structure, perhaps a complex series of timber circles, of a type well
known throughout Britain dating to the late Neolithic or Early Bronze Age (Gibson 
1994). The best known examples of multiple pit circles are found in Wessex and 
include W oodhenge near to Stonehenge and those in the great henge enclosures of 
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