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1.0 Summary 

Firs Cottage, Haseley Green, Warwickshire: 
an archaeological watching brief 2000 

by Roy Krakowicz 

An archaeological watching brief was undertaken in July 2000, on the site of a new four· 
bedroom dwelling, designed as a replacement for, and adjacent to, the existing Firs 
Cottage in Haseley Green, Warwickshire (centred on NGR SP 235695). The rural site 
lies within an area of undated earthworks (Warwicks SMR WA 2628), hence planning 
permission was granted by Warwick District Council on the condition that an 
archaeologist be in attendance during any groundworks associated with the scheme. 
Birmingham University Field Archaeology Unit was commissioned by the owners of the 
property to carry out a watching brief whilst the contractors, Me Veigh Construction Ltd. 
undertook the groundworks. 

Preparation of the land, prior to the commencement of construction work, involved 
topsoil·stripping and landscaping of the site. No features of archaeological relevance 
were uncovered during these operations. Artefacts within the machine·removed soil 
layers were, in the main, of little archaeological interest, consisting predominantly of 
relatively modem building debris and domestic detritus. 

2.0 Introduction 

Warwick District Council granted planning permission for a new four·bedroomed 
replacement dwelling to be erected on a site adjacent to the existing Firs Cottage (centred 
on NGR. SP 235695), Haseley Green, Warwickshire (Fig.l). As a result of the 
development site being within an area of undated earth works, permission was granted on 
condition that an archaeological watching brief be undertaken during any groundworks, 
prior to building construction and laying of the access road. Consequently, Birmingham 
University Field Archaeology Unit (BUF AU) was commissioned by the owners of the 
property to carry out a watching brief in liaison with the contractors, Me Veigh 
Construction Ltd. 

The purpose of the watching brief was to record any archaeological deposits or features 
exposed during groundwork on the site. An archaeologist visited the site on July 17th, 
18th and 19th, in order to monitor topsoil stripping and subsequent excavation of subsoil 
to form a level surface on which to erect the buildings. This report describes the results of 
the watching brief. 
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5.0 Results 

Topsoil stripping ofthe site began on the afternoon of July 17th, immediately following 
the removal of vegetation, commencing in the northern corner of the development area. 
The silty topsoil (context 1000) varied in thickness, but averaged some 0.25m. in depth. It 
contained a variety of modern detritus, including:- glass bottles and sherds; tile and slate 
fragments; red building-brick fragments; modem/post-medieval pottery sherds (glazed/ 
patterned); a small number of plastic items; animal bone fragments; a few corroded, iron 
objects (one was recognisable as a modern padlock). The greatest concentrations of such 
material were in the area immediately to the rear of the existing Firs Cottage, which also 
yielded a brown-glazed, stoneware inkwell, a lump of non-metallic slag and a piece of 
cattle bone, measuring 50mm in length and cut from a humerus. Both ends clearly 
showed evidence of hand-sawing, thereby indicating that it was most probably a reject 
from a bone-working operation (Umberto Albarella pers. eo mm.). 

Stripping of the topsoil in the north and western quadrants of the development area 
revealed a pale brown, clayey subsoil (1 006), later shown to be a 0.2m-deep layer 
overlying red Boulder Clay (1001). Cut into the subsoil was a shallow posthole (F002), 
that contained an infill (1005) of stones, housebricks and topsoil (Fig.3). This feature 
appeared modern, but some of the stone inclusions (present as bracing for a post ?) 
showed evidence of working, hence were of sufficient interest to warrant its sectioning 
and recording. Excavation revealed that the hole was semi-circular in plan and non
symmetrical in profile, measuring 0.17m deep by 0.45m wide. Two sizeable fragments of 
grey/off-white stone were recovered from the infill. After cleaning, they were examined 
and their fabric tentatively identified as a close-textured, fossil-free limestone. The larger 
of the two appeared to have been cut (not chiselled) in one direction to form a flat face, 
whilst the second was a segment of a carved edge, suggestive of ornamental masonry 
from a building or monument (Lynne Bevanpers. comm.). 

A close inspection of the now-exposed subsoil (1 006) yielded a loose scattering of seven 
pottery sherds embedded within its surface a short distance to the east of feature F002. 
Four of the sherds (including part of a rim) were of a hard, reduced fabric with fine, 
quartz inclusions. A fifth sherd was from the base of a vessel, with an oxidised fabric, 
quartz inclusions and a brown glaze on the inner surface. The two remaining sherds, 
glazed and fitting together, had oxidised surfaces, reduced cores and fine quartz 
inclusions. They appeared to be from the base of a vessel that had a yellow-green glaze, 
with some dark green mottling, on the inner surface. All of the sherds are medieval, 
dating from the 13th/14th century (Annette Hancocks pers. comm. ). 

Three fragments of iron-containing slag were found embedded in subsoil 1006 to the 
northwest of posthole F002 and close to the excavation baulk. They were not associated 
with any visible feature or cluster of artefacts. 

As the machine-stripping approached the existing Firs Cottage, the nature of the subsoil 
changed to that of a brown, clayey deposit (1004), containing flecks of charcoal and 
detritus similar to that seen in the topsoil. The cleaning operation also yielded more stone 
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