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Himieyv OQuarry, SMallings Lane, Kingswindnrd, Woeat Mutiands
Avchaeologieal Field Survey

Summary

The archaeological field survey was carvied out in advance of the removal of
vegeration and demolition of archavological features on the site of Himley Quarry.
The work was carried out priov to mineral cxtraction and reclamation The field
survey concerned Pit No 18 of Shut End Colliery (NGR SO 8938 907 0) and comprised
detailed recording of the standing structures, including scaled elevations and plans
and a photographic survey of interior and exterior elevations. The vemainder of the
site was inspected by means of a walk-over survey detailing any furiher {ocales of
possible remnant structures and artefacts within the sire limiis. The level of field
survey had been reduced from that outlined in the written scheme of investigation. due
to the low safery levels and poor accessibility of the site.

1.0 Introduction

This field survey report has been prepared on behalf of Cory Environmental by
Birmingham University Field Archaeology Unit (BUFAU} prior to the granting of
mineral extraction and reclamation rights at Himley Quarry by Dudley Metropolitan
Borough Council. The field survey lfocused on the historical development of the
former Shut End Colliery {(NGR SO 8938 9010) and of Himley Quarry. The survey
adhered to the guidelines set down in the Standard and Guidance for Archaeological
Evaluations {Institute of Fleld Archaeologists 1999y, und (he Written Scheme of
investigation {(Mould 2000a} approved by Dudley Metropolitan Borough Council.

2.0 Site Locution

The site 18 located in Kingswinford, to the west of Dudicy, and clogse to the West
Midlands - Staffordshire border {(Fig. 1), The site of Shut End Colliery it No. 1§ is
located within the south-western comer of an existing quarry . novth ol Statlings Lane
i a wooded area (Fig. 2}, The quarry itself s bordered by Stallings Lanc to the south.
{actory and depot buildings [ronting onto Ham anc 1o the west and by Oak Lane
the north and east {(Plate 1),

20 Objectivey

The objectives of the Gield surmvey were o record the locatun, extent, dule, churacter
condition, sionificance and ouality of the <urvivine archacologicst featores and 1o
identity requirements for a subsequent watching briel as delined by the archacolopical

desk-based assessmoent OWatt 200070



4.0 Vigthod

Interior and exterior pholographs were taken of the buildings and extevior photographs
of the mingghafts and chimpey. The features were photooraphed in detas] and the
photopraphs were scaled o allow possible tunure computerisalionfrectilication (this
did not form part of the present work)y,  Locaton pholographs were  aken.
Monochrome print and colour slide film was used. The photograph locations were
recorded on pro-forma sheeis which are stored with the photographs i the site
archives, currently located at the Bumingham University Field Archaeolopgy Unit

A measured survey of the archacological features was carvied out. he use of an DM
survey as outlined n the written scheme ot investigation was deemed infcasible by the
risk assessment (Mould 2000b) due to the nature of the deep undergrowth. Morc
detailed plans and elevations of the standing remains were preparced showing the level
of survival, A walkover survey of the site was undertaken to recover any surface
artefacts and cstablish the location of further archaeological remains. Their location
was ploltted onto base plans of the site, However, the absence of an TIDM survey
resulted in some inaccuracy.

The survey [ollowed the requivements set down in the Siandard and Guidance for
Archaeological Fvaluations (Institute of Field Archacologists 1994).

5.0 Geology and Topoegraphy

Dudley  hies along a seven mile long ridge, which runs  south-cast  from
Woliverhamptorn to Frankicy. The South Staffordshire coalfield runs for about fiftcen
miles in an approximately north-south direction, decreasing m width [rom eight miles
in the north to five miles in the south, The Western Boundary Fault borders it on the
wesl.  The greatest characteristic of the coalfield was the presence of about thirteen
seams ol coal lving so close together (hal they more-or-less formed one single bed of
coal. This was known as the Thick Coal or the Ten Yard Seam., After the Thick Coal
lhere were eight other coal seams interspersed with seams ol clay and ironstone. then
a layer of fire clay. Limestone is also abundant in the area. particularly along the
ridgc, where much has been quarried out.

6.0 Field Survey

The Conseevation Ofticor for Dodley Metronolitan Rorough Council identified tive
features of archacolovical inlerest within the site: two mineshalts, two engine houses

and one chimney. Al of hese feaiures are assoctated with the former Shun Lo
Cotliery. The Black Country Sites and Monumaents Record (SMIG) tisted ihree sifes
within the areds o Stables (WM 20300 the poribi-west shodt O%DM 20200 aad o
Winding Fngine Uonse (WA 20300 The dravane of the colliory TR 29 shows ha
Fneine Houses. but it s probable that the most northerly of the two is the Stabics
dentified by the SVR - Borh mineshafis are also denoted  Referemes wo the 1919
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Crrdnance Survey Map reveale the colliery ar it {ullest extent. Remaing of a further

Fiye otraetpras femrnetaees AL gnd the nvneral vaibame may have svated (e 5

4 -~ . R ',T.] ot gL E
The held survey of the site was undertaker on 87 andg 97 March 2000,

b.F Rivk Assessmens

On approach 10 the site, (L was noted that the edge of the wooded area was not fenced
off from the stecp drop into the quarry. The ground lovel on the sitc was extremely
uneven and the whole arca was very overgrown with ivy and other vegetanon. Aoy
instrument survey would be impossible. Visibility through the foliage was only sbout
2m, making 1t impossible to tein surveying with any surrounding points.

The Engine House was not considered sale enough for full interior photographs to be
taken. The south-east and south-west elevations were not considered sate and there
was partial collapse at the north-west end of the building.

Taking all these points into constderation it was concluded that instrement survey of
the buildings and the surrounding area was not possible at this stage. A full
photographic survey was undertaken, A walk-over survey was carried out to note any
other significant structural featurcs,

6.2 Survey of the Standing Structures

The Winding Engine House (WM SME 2033, Fig. 4) has only three elevations
remaining, the north-west clevation having gonc. The building is of a single sterey
and is constructed ol red clamped brick i the English Garden Wall bond. It has ne
roof. The south-western elevation (Fig. 3a, Plate 2} was originally of three bays, each
of a semi-circular arched windows (1.1m wide by 1.6m high}). with a header of two-
course. un-cut bricks. Depradation of the brickwark on the south-west clevation was
noted towards the northern end where the remains of the third arched window only
partially survived. This rclates 1o the collapse of the north-west clevation, which
presumably resulled in the partial collapse of this wall.  The southern-most of the
windows has hikewise scen degradation due its partial collapse. Waste material has
been ptled against the northern end altering the ground level so i1 slopes from north o
south.

The seuth-cast clevation (Tig. b, Plate 3) 15 the tallest elevation as the ground level is
iowwest here. 1T has two semi-cireular arched windows, comrmon mm form 1o those noted
above, and set high in the wall. Two small later cot holes are located between the
windows,

1he north-cust cigvalon (rig. Fiae i
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bays, however only one arched window and one rectangulyy window now remamn. The
remander of the elevarion has been demolished at the aorth west end, including the
most northerly window. The torm of the windows wias identical o those described
above in full.  The rectangular window appesrs o have replaced an earlier semi-
circular arched window. The 1919 Ordnance Survey Map reveals a small structure ai



thiy cormer, and this iy represent a possible aberation o the budding plais {Fig, 3y

e mneaitelite o bty way o elaipweet] Lo the raieed avel of the enpine honse

The nerth-west elevation has entively collapsed.  The material from its construction
Ay relate to the mound that spreads further 1o the aort As 1o enltance 10 the
structure s located n the previous elevations, it s pronable it was located v thiy
clevation. The reason for this clevation s dennse may refate 0 the entrance being a
larger double-width deorway. malang the elevanon structurally weak, However, thig
is a hypotheticsl conclusion,

The ground plan of the building 1 still visible (Tig. 4). The intertor is sunken in
comparison with the surrounding levels (Figo 6b). Three brick walls sunk down
within the footprint. and running the length of the building were noted: these were
presumably the engine plinths. In the north-west corner of the building, an entrance
slopes down to the sunken levels of the mterior.

he chimney or boiler stack (I'ig. 7a, Plate 5) is well-preserved and survives to its
full height of ¢.18m, tapering from 2.45m (8 [eet) square at its base. It is constructed
from a mixture of red clamped bricks and blue cngincering hricks, m the English
(Garden Wall bond. The size. age and bond of the bricks suggest the structure was
contemporary with the engine house.  The north-cast clevation has a semi-circular
arched flue hole at the base of the chimney (Plate 6), around which s decorative two-
course. cut brickwork, The reverse elevation (Fig. 7b) has a small, segmental-arched
opening, for the removal of ash and coke. There are two over-sailed brickwork
strings seen at higher levels of the chimney.

To the south-east of the engine house and in front of the tlue of the chimney, is a
series of three parallel brick plinths. approximately 6m in length and 1.5-2m wide
{Fig. 4). They appear to relate to the engine house, and lead to the (lue entrance,
suggesting that machinery which related the two structures was located here. The
1919 Ordnance Survey Map shows a structure (Structure A, Figs. 3 and 4) between
the chimncey and enginc house that relates in plan to these brick plinths and 1s directly
assoclated with the chimney flue. However, this structure would have obscured the
two openings 10 the south-cast wall of the engine house, and there s little evidence
they were blocked-in. Two possible explanations exist. One. this steacture wag later
than the adjacent chimney and engine house This can be discounted because the
engine house and chimney arc of identical build, and the struclure between them
clearly relates one to the other. Theretore, a contemporary build of the complex
would seem more likely. with the connectine structuee a low buildine which did not
obscure the windows.

The two remaining mineshatts detaited 1n the SMR eatries were located ¢, 20-23m 1o
the north of the engine house (L 3) Both mineshalts heads were heavily
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shall. Shafe 2 was located ¢ % 10m o the northe s diaveter was o2 2m, with it
being lled with loose rubble leaving a depth of c.04m. It was constructed in

shadl extending vorticaily upsvards. feaving a romaining

machince-cut engmeering bricks and wus of fater construciion than Shatt 1. A low
remnant of reclangular plan wall was focared adpacent and 1o the cast of the shaft.



demolished.  They are locatea diveetly adiacent to the quarry edge (Fig. 3), which
appears to be located further east than denoted on the quarey map (g, 23 All that

rerhaing 18 a moss-covered rubble spread. © 20 m length north - south and o Tom
wide east - west, It survives 1o a height of ¢ 8500 i the north-west corner. Clearly

the stables had been tevelled some Ume ago. The size of the spread suggests it may
be a combination of the dematition of the two buildings (the Stables and Structure
B. Iig. 3) vigible in thig locale on the 1919 Ordnance Survey Muap,

6.3 Walk-Over Survey

The walk-over survey revealed the remains of part of Struetare C (Iig. 3) located
¢.30m nerih-west of Shatt 2, 10-15m from the quarry edge. [t was represented by a
roughly circular rubble spread ¢.3m in diameter. with a metal rod sticking out. A
single three-course wide wall. four courses high survived to the east.  Clearly this
cannot represent e structure in ils enfirety and further remains must exist below
ground,

The remains of Structures D and E (Fig. 3) were not located by the walk-over
survey. Likewise, the remains ol the mineral railway (Fig, 3) were not revealed.
Ilowever, the arca ot land to the south-cast of the engine house complex was clearly
raised above that which sloped away to the road. This may reprcsent the remains ol
an embankment, which has been subsequently obscured by the deposition of mining
spoil.

The survey revealed a landscape of mining spoil deposition.  The surrounding
landscape covered an area of rapidly varying clevation and topography which, overall,
sloped genlly towards the road. It was formed by deserted spoil heaps, which have
subsequently become wooded and overgrown. The area adjacent (o the south-west of
the engine house and chimney complex revealed slag deposits, presumably remnants
of the working which occorved within the complex.

7.0 Conclusions

From the documentary and cartographic evidence, it would appear that Shut End
Colliery was operational between ¢ 1825 and 1947 However, Pit No.18 had a
shorter life, tailing mto disuse at some ume between 1919 and 1937 Any below
grovnd archacology may reneesent the remains of carbier structures shown on the
Ordnance Survey maps and the possible reminants of the ratbway which ted out of the

Cantat b aar 1 e cawe ey i . .
SOV ULl o 06 0L silc,

The ficld supvey confumed the desk-ron asscssments” conclusion thin fhe fngine
House 1s & poor state ol repair.  The remams of the three elevations and plans
revealed a buidding, onginally of three bays on the Tong clevations, two bavs on the
south-east elevation, with the entrance probably located o the north-west. The
interior plan suggested the location of the engine in the form of three brick plinths,
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raised above he sunken Door iovel, The chimoey was, however, well prosecrved,
Between the two strnetirss were g further three nlinths, the orieniation of which
suggested the location of a further structure, Structare AL The cartographic evidence
sugipested it was built between 1903 and 1919

The remains of two mineshatts were locared to the north of these structures in a line
running approximately north w south. lhe stables had been entirely cemohshed and
survived onty as a rubble spread, which may have meladed remaing of Structure B,
Remnants to the north-west of the mineshalts revealed a small rubble spread.
presumed e be the remains of Structure C, the remainder surviving as below-ground
archacological aeposits.  The remaing of Structwee D, Structure B oand the mineral
railway were not located.  Otherwise, the walk-over survey revealed a landscape
dormnated by the remnants of the mine-working associated with the vicinity of Pit
No. 18.
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FIGURES

Figure 1: Location

Figurc I: Himicy Quarry Area

Figure 3: Field Study Area

Figure 4: Plan of the Engine House Complex

Figure Sa: South-West Elevation of the Engine House

Figure 5h: South-East Elevation of the Engine House

Figure 6a: North-East Elevation of the Engine House

Figure 6h: North-Last to South-West Profile of the Fngine House
Figure 7a: North-East Elevation of the Chimney

Figure 7h: South-West Elevation of the Chimney
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PEATES

Plate 1r View from Stallings Lane

Plate 2: South-West Elevation of the Engine House
Plate 3. South-East Elevation of the Engine House
Piate 4: North-East Elevaiion of the Fagine Housc
Plate 5: Chimney

Plate 6: Detail of Chimney Flue
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Plate 4: North-Fust Flevation of the Fagine House



Plate 5: Chimney

Plate & Derail of
Chimney 'lue Arch



