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Himley Quarry, Stallings Lane, Kingswinford: Himley 
an archaeological desk-based assessment 

Summary 

A desk-based assessment was carried out in advance of removal of vegetation and 
demolition of archaeological features on the site of Himley Quarry prior to mineral 
extraction and reclamation. The assessment concerned Pit No.18 of Shut End Colliery 
(NGR SO 8938 9010) and comprised a site inspection and the examination of the 
available documentary and cartographic evidence in order to determine the survival 
and significance of archaeological remains within the proposed site and to identify 
requirements for subsequent field survey and watching brief It was found that a 
reduced programme of field survey would have to be undertaken, due to the low safety 
levels and poor accessibility of the site. 

1.0 Introduction 

This archaeological assessment has been prepared by Birmingham University Field 
Archaeology Unit (BUF AU) prior to the granting of mineral extraction and 
reclamation at Himley Quarry by Dudley Metropolitan Borough Council. The 
assessment will focus on the historical development of the former Shut End Colliery 
(NGR SO 8938 9010) and of Himley Quarry. The assessment adheres to the 
guidelines set down in the Standard and Guidance for Archaeological Desk-Based 
Assessments (Institute of Field Archaeologists, 1994/99), and Written Scheme of 
Investigation (prepared by BUF AU (Appendix 2) and approved by Dudley 
Metropolitan Borough Council. 

2.0 Site Location 

The site is located in Kingswinford, to the west of Dudley, and close to the West 
Midlands - Staffordshire border (Fig.1 ). The site of Shut End Colliery Pit No.18, is 
located within the south-western corner of an existing quarry, north of Stallings Lane 
in a wooded area (Fig.2). The quarry itself is bordered by Stallings Lane to the south, 
factory and depot buildings fronting onto Ham Lane to the west, and by Oak Lane to 
the north and east (Plate 1 ). 

3.0 Objectives 

The objectives of this assessment were to determine the likely survival and 
significance of archaeological remains within the proposed site and to identify 
requirements for the subsequent field survey and watching brief. 
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4.0 Method 

An inspection of the site was carried out and documentary research was undertaken of 
primary and secondary records and maps held in Dudley Archives, the Black Country 
Museum and The University of Birmingham Library. The Black Country Sites and 
Monuments Record and Ironbridge Institute were also consulted. Certain 'Colliery 
Drawings' referred to in the SMR records could not be located. However, Plates 7-10, 
which depict other pits from the same area and date, have been included for 
comparative purposes. 

5.0 Geology and Topography 

Dudley lies along a seven mile long ridge, which runs south-east from 
Wolverhampton to Frankley. The South Staffordshire coalfield runs for about fifteen 
miles in an approximately north-south direction, decreasing in width from eight miles 
in the north to five miles in the south. The Western Boundary Fault borders it on the 
west. The greatest characteristic of the coalfield was the presence of about thirteen 
seams of coal lying so close together that they more-or-less formed one single bed of 
coal. This was known as the Thick Coal or the Ten Yard Seam. After the Thick Coal 
there were eight other coal seams interspersed with seams of clay and ironstone, then 
a layer of fire clay. Limestone is also abundant in the area, particularly along the 
ridge, where much has been quarried out. 

6.0 Site Inspection 

The Conservation Officer for Dudley Metropolitan Borough Council identified five 
features of archaeological interest within the site: two mine shafts, two engine houses 
and one chimney. All of these features are associated with the former Shut End 
Colliery. The Black Country Sites and Monuments Record (SMR) listed three sites 
within the area: a Stables (WM 2030), the north-west shaft (WM 2031), and a 
Winding Engine House (WM 2033). The latter two are those already mentioned as 
relating to the Colliery. Drawing HY19 (Fig.2) shows two Engine Houses, but it is 
probable that the most northerly of the two is the Stables identified by the SMR. 

The site was inspected on 1st March 2000 in order to assess the standing structures 
there and to carry out a risk assessment with regard to ground condition and any 
safety aspects that should be considered before carrying out further survey work. Due 
to low safety levels only the southern engine house and the chimney were briefly 
assessed. 

6.1 Risk Assessment 

On approach to the site, it was noted that the edge of the wooded area was not fenced
off from the steep drop into the quarry (Plate 2). The ground level on the site is 
extremely uneven and the whole area is very overgrown with ivy and other 

2 



vegetation. Any instrument survey would be impossible. Visibility through the foliage 
was only about 2 metres, making it impossible to tie-in surveying with any 
surrounding points (Plate 3). 

The Engine House was not considered safe enough for full interior photographs to be 
taken. The south-east and south-west elevations were not considered safe and there 
was partial collapse at the north-west end of the building. 

Taking all these points into consideration it is concluded that instrument survey of the 
buildings and the surrounding area is not possible at this stage. A full photographic 
survey can be undertaken and also a walk-over survey to note any other significant 
structural features. 

6.2 Standing Structures 
The Winding Engine House (WM SMR 2033) has only three elevations remaining, 
the north-west elevation having gone. The building is of a single storey and 
constructed of red brick. It has no roof. The south-east elevation has two arched 
windows (Plate 4), as does the south-west elevation. Degradation of the brickwork on 
the south-west elevation was noted, plus the partial survival of a third arched window. 
The remainder was demolished at the north-west end, along with the rest of the 
elevation. The north-east elevation has one arched window and one square window. 
The remainder of the elevation has been demolished at the north-west end. The 
ground plan of the building is still visible. Brick walls sunk down within the footprint 
of the building were noted; these were presumably the engine plinths. 

The chimney or boiler stack (Plate 5) is well-preserved and survives to its full height, 
tapering from 8 feet square at its base. It is constructed of a mixture of red bricks and 
blue engineering bricks. There is an arched flue hole at the base of the chimney, 
around which is decorative brickwork - this brickwork can also be seen at two higher 
levels of the chimney (Plate 6). 

Although the two shafts were not located on this visit, the SMR record describes the 
north-west shaft as being an 'uncapped, loose filled, circular brick lined shaft, 7' 
internal diameter.' A separate source (Price 1978) describes the other shaft in 
identical terms. 

7.0 Historical Context 
Coal and ironstone working has been carried out in the Black Country area for 
hundreds of years. In the 13th century, small-scale coal and iron ore mining was in 
operation in the borough of Dudley. Upon the death of Roger de Somery (Baron 
Dudley) in December 1272, an inquisition records four coal-pits in the Manor of 
Kingswinford (Raybould 1973, 27). This kind of mining was relatively shallow. 
Where it involved cutting shafts, these were sunk down to the Thick Coal, which was 
followed until undercutting became unsafe, resulting in what is known as a bell-pit. 
However, coal was not used for iron smelting until the 1600s, when the supply of 
wood was almost exhausted in the process of making charcoal for this purpose. 
During the late 16th century, the open 'flat' mines were replaced by shafted mines. 
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Plate 3: General Shot Showing the 
Extent of Vegetation Cover 

Plate 4: South-East Elevation of the Engine House 
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Plate 9: Pit No.15 near Stallings Lane, demolished c.1916 Plate 10: Pit No.l7, Shut End, demolished c.l973 



their era, the men 

the cornrades 
The Black economy .... 

l 

of 

part 


