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4.0 Method 

A site inspection of the development area was carried out and documentary research 
was undertaken of primary and secondary records and maps held in Walsall Local 
Studies Centre and The University of Birmingham Library. The Black Country Sites 
and Monuments Record provided information prior to the production of the Written 
Scheme of Investigation. 

When specific areas of the site are referred to, they will be termed as Zone 1 and Zone 
2, Zone 1 being the area of the site comprising of the playing field (Plate 1) and Zone 
2 the area covered by the embankment (Plate 2). 

5.0 Geology and Topography 

A geological fault divides Aldridge into two parts. The geology of the western part 
comprises heavy clay soils and the eastern part consists of light Bunter sands and 
gravels. Consequently, enclosed pastures and meadow land are commonly 
concentrated in the west and arable and common land in the east. The site currently 
consists of a flat grass playing field in the northern half (Zone 1) and, in the southern 
half, scrub-land on a low raised embankment, associated with the railway (Zone 2). 

6.0 Archaeological and Historical Background 

There is no evidence for any prehistoric settlement within Aldridge parish boundaries, 
apart from a mesolithic flint-chipping floor discovered in 1955 on the surface of a 
large field by the Bourne Brook, to the west of Bourne Pool. This is about 2km to the 
south-east of Aldridge. Similarly, there is no evidence for Roman settlement in 
Aldridge itself, apart from the remains of an encampment (known as the Barr Beacon) 
in the Great Barr area of the parish, about ninety metres away from Ryknield Street, 
which runs along the eastern edge of the parish. However, this sparsity of evidence 
may reflect the relatively low level of archaeological exploration within the area. 

The place name Aldridge is derived from the Saxon, Alrewic, which means the wic by 
the alders, a wic sometimes indicating a dairy farm. As alders need plenty of water to 
survive, this may indicate a dairy farm near water. Gould (1980) suggested that the 
most likely place for any Saxon settlement in Aldridge would therefore be in the 
vicinity of Pool Green (WM SMR 6369). 

Pool Green is situated where a number of roads meet by a large pool of water, at the 
south-east corner of the site (Fig.3). However, the roads may simply converge by a 
convenient crossing point. While this pool was largely destroyed when the railway 
was built and land to the east ofWalsall Road has been built over, the western edge of 
the pool area may slightly infringe the extreme eastern edge of the development site, 
but no archaeological finds of Saxon origin have been found either here or anywhere 
else in Aldridge. During the site inspection, it was noted that the land at the southern 
edge of Zone 1 was quite waterlogged, which might be explained by the vicinity of 
the pool. However, land prone to water-logging would not have been particularly 
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Fig. 7 1902 O.S. 1:2500 (not to scale) 
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