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Summary 

Land adjacent to Church Cottage, Wychnor, Staffordshire: 
an archaeological evaluation 

A small archaeological evaluation was undertaken at land adjacent to Church Cottage, 
Wychnor, Staffordshire (NGR SK 177 162) in March 2000. The site lies within the 
deserted medieval village of Wychnor, recorded on the County Sites and Monuments 
Record as PRN 128 and adjacent to an area scheduled as an ancient monument. The aim 
of the evaluation was to locate any surviving deposits, relating to the village and twelfth
century church, which might be threatened by the proposed construction of a stable 
block. 

A single trial trench was excavated Two linear gullies containing medieval pottery were 
recorded These may be drainage features associated with a former trackway or field 
boundary. They cut what appeared to be an agricultural soil containing small quantities 
of medieval pottery. 

Introduction 

This report details the results of an archaeological evaluation, undertaken prior to the 
construction of a new stable block, on land adjacent to Church Cottage, Wychnor 
( centered on NGR SK 177 162, Fig 1 ). The work was commissioned by DS Design on 
behalf of Mr and Mrs Windley and was undertaken by Birmingham University Field 
Archaeology Unit in March 2000. The evaluation was carried out in accordance with a 
brief with specification prepared by Staffordshire County Council (Wardle 2000). 

The site lies within the deserted medieval village of Wychnor (Staffordshire Sites and 
Monuments Record Number 00128), between Church Farm to the north and St Leonard's 
Church to the south. Much of the area of the deserted medieval village has been 
designated as a Scheduled Ancient Monument. The area of the proposed stable block is 
currently under pasture and lies just outside the scheduled area. 

Archaeological background 

Much of the land occupied by the deserted medieval village is currently under pasture. 
Various earth works can be seen within these areas of pasture, which probably relate to a 
former network of sunken roads and rectangular platforms on which medieval buildings 
would have stood. There are also other banks and ditches, some of which form the 
remains of ridge-and-furrow field systems. 

Wychnor is mentioned in the Domesday Book of 1086 as being held by Robert of 
Stafford (Derby 1977). It is described as consisting of four villagers and two 
smallholders, with land for four ploughs, a mill, meadow and woodland with a total value 
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All these deposits and features were overlain by brown silty sand (1001/1002) up to 0.4m 
thick, and up to 0.2m of topsoil. 

Finds by Annette Hancocks 

The pottery was scanned and spot-dated and a terminus post quem was assigned, where 
possible. The whole finds assemblage was quantified by count, with the exception of the 
animal bone, which was weighed (g). 

A small but significant finds assemblage was recovered (Table 1 ). Nineteen sherds of 
medieval pottery were recovered from context 1011. Much of this material appears to be 
from a single vessel. Small quantities of medieval pottery were also recovered from layer 
1008, the pit (F100/1005) and one of the gullies (F10111010). Two of the sherds of 
medieval pottery also demonstrated external sooting, evidence of possible use as cooking 
vessels. Two small sherds of post-medi'eval pottery may be intrusive in layers 1008 and 
1011. Small quantities of animal bone were retrieved from layer 1008 and the fill of one 
of the gullies (F101/1010). With the exception of one piece of splash glazed decorated 
ceramic tile, the remaining material proved to be of limited interest. 

Context Post- Medieval Ceramic Animal Ceramic Spot date 
medieval pottery Tile bone (g) brick 
pottery 

1005 (Pit) - 1 2 - 2 13'n/14Ul century 
1006 - 1 1 - - ?14m/15Ul century 
1008 1 2 4 102g - Uncertain date 
1010 - 4 - 92g - 13m/14w century 
(Ditch) 
1011 1 19 - - - ?14LII/15Ul century 
1016 - - 2 - -
Total 2 27 9 194g 2 

Table 1 Summary of finds by context 
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