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Severn Trent Foul Water Sewer, Beacon Street, Lichfield, Staffordshire: 

An Archaeological Watching Brief. 

2000 

1.0 Summary 

Birmingham University Field Archaeology Unit carried out an archaeological 
watching brief on behalf of Severn Trent Water Ltd., in August 2000, during 
groundworks for a foul and storm sewer across a golf course and municipal play area 
to the south of Beacon Street in Lichfield (NGR SK 107 1 00). There were three 
sections of pipeline which required archaeological monitoring, as identified by 
Staffordshire County Council. It was possible that groundworks would affect a buried 
Medieval conduit (PRN 4213) running to the Cathedral Close, the exact line of which 
was uncertain. No evidence of the conduit, or of any other significant archaeological 
remains, was identified during the course of the watching brief 

2.0 Introduction 

This report describes the results of a watching brief carried out in August 2000, during 
topsoil stripping and excavation of a pipe trench for a foul and storm sewer through a 
golf course and municipal play area to the south of Beacon Street in Lichfield, 
Staffordshire (NGR SK 107 100, Figure 1). Birmingham University Field 
Archaeology Unit was commissioned to carry out the watching brief on behalf of 
Severn Trent Water Ltd. 

One possible feature of archaeological significance was identified from the 
Staffordshire Sites and Monuments Record; a buried Medieval conduit which was 
believed to run close to the area of the proposed works. It was recommended by the 
archaeological advisor to Staffordshire County Council that the topsoil-stripping and 
excavation of the pipe trench be monitored by a professional archaeologist, with a 
contingency allowance for the recording of any archaeological features identified, 
principally the Medieval conduit. 

3.0 The site 

Three sections of pipeline were excavated (Figure 2). Section I started at the northwest 
corner of the golf course and ran in a southeasterly direction before joining up with an 
existing pipeline. Section II also started at the northwest corner of the golf course, but 
ran to the north of Section I and into an electricity sub station. Section Ill ran from a 
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