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Covert Farm, (DIRFT East), Crick, Northamptonshire: 
an archaeological watching brief for Tesco Stores Limited 

1.0 Summary 

In March 2000 a watching brief was carried out by Birmingham University Field 
Archaeology Unit (BUFAU) on the site of a distribution centre for Tesco Stores 
Limited at Crick, Northamptonshire (NGR SP 572734). The watching brief monitored 
the topsoil strip of the site. The work followed a major programme of excavation on 
an extensive Iron Age settlement undertaken by BUFAU in 1997 and 1998 as part of 
the development of the Daventry International Rail Freight Terminal. The watching 
brief recorded the continuation of archaeological features dating to the Iron Age 
beyond the limits of the previous excavation in Zone E, while medieval or later 
landscape features were noted elsewhere. 

2.0 Introduction 

The following report provides a brief outline of the results of an archaeological 
watching brief on the site of a distribution centre for Tesco Stores Limited at Crick, 
Northamptonshire (NGR SP 572734; Fig.1 ). The watching brief was carried out 
during topsoil stripping in advance of the construction of the distribution centre and 
was situated to the east of the excavation of an extensive Iron Age settlement at 
Covert Farm undertaken by BUFAU between August 1997 and September 1998 (Fig. 
2). Previous archaeological work, including geophysical survey and the monitoring of 
topsoil stripping, had indicated that survival of archaeological features and deposits 
within the area covered by the watching brief was not high (RPS Clouston 1997). 
Accordingly, a watching brief was required as a condition of the planning permission 
by Northamptonshire Heritage on behalf of the Local Planning Authority. This was 
carried out according to a method statement approved by Northamptonshire Heritage 
(BUF AU 2000a). 

3.0 Objective 

The objective of the archaeological work was to obtain a record of any archaeological 
deposits or finds disturbed or exposed by work associated with the development and 
outside of the areas already subjected to detailed excavation. 

4.0 Method 

The initial topsoil strip was monitored by an archaeologist who, in the first instance, 
maintained a continuous presence. Subsequently, the frequency and timing of the 
monitoring visits was dependent upon the timetable and working practices of the 
contractors, and upon the character of the archaeological results. Any archaeological 
features, deposits or artefact scatters exposed by the groundworks were recorded by 
means of scale drawings and a full written and photographic record. The area covered 
by the watching brief was situated to the east of the 1997/98 excavations and to the 
east of a link road (Fig.3). The watching brief area was further subdivided into three 
zones of differing archaeological character. The labelling of these zones was made 
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